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By John Economos 


‘ohn Kosmina, Australia’s former 

World Cup captain and ace 

goalscorer, last Saturday night 
smashed the Brisbane Strikers Club 
record, coaching them through to nine 
consecutive games without defeat. 

‘The 43-year-old Kosmina (pictured), 
notoriously a very tough competitor dur- 
ing his playing days, represented 
Australia in 60 full internationals in 
which he scored 43 precious goals. 

During his international playing 
career, Kosmina largely. carried 
Australia’s attack heroically on his own 
back. 

Today as coach of the Brisbane 
Strikers, Kosmina has lifted the bar to 


have his side sitting at the very top of the 
National League. 

‘The Brisbane Striker's previous record 
of having gone eight consecutive match- 
es without loss, was set in the 1996-97. 

Last Saturday, Kosmina not only 
crashed his undefeated streak through the 
eight consecutive game barrier, but did 
so in grand style, handing out a vicious 
5-1 thrashing to the current League and 
Oceania champions, South Melbourne. 

When contacted last night by ABSW 
to be congratulated on his record break- 
ing feat, the surly but surprised Kosmina, 
stated: “Souths were probably the better 
team in the first half. 

“But we scored two quick goals late in 
the first session that turned things right 
around for us. 


“Everyone worked very hard and 
stuck to their specific job. 

“We slaughtered them. 

“Anyhow I’m happy it’s over and 
done with.” 

Like a true professional Kosmina 
quickly switched to finish up with: 
“Now its all for our next game against 
the Newcastle Breakers this Friday 
night which is another job that has to 
be done.” 

Kosmina kicked off his illustrious 
career at senior level back in 1977, the 
year of the inception of the National 
League with West Adelaide as a strap- 
ping 20-year-old marksman. 

One year later Kosmina was enticed to 
join London giants Arsenal on a 15 
month playing stint when the flamboyant 


Terry Neill was the manager at 
Highbury. 

When Neill himself came to Australia 
for a brief visit in 1986, at the time he 
stated to ABSW that: “Kosmina was an 
exceptionally talented striker and had it 
all to make it in England at top level. But 
he hated our very cold weather and was 
missing your beaches.” 

At the end of the 1980 NSL season, 
Kosmina was snapped up by Eddie 
Thomson's Sydney City which won six 
consecutive national titles before the 
team abruptly folded from the NSL in 
1987. 

During his career Kosmina played 291 
‘games in the National League and scored 
no less than a record breaking 133 goals. 
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TV AD FOR) GOALKEEPER’S 
CARLTON 


‘SL pace-setters Carlton 
Soccer Club have taken 
another step in their innova- 
tive programme to market soccer to 


a wider audience in Melbourne. 


Starting from last night (Monday 
29th) the Club is advertising their 


upcoming home games during 


English Premier League show on SBS 
television on Monday nights. 

Explaining the move, CSC General 
Manager Lou Sticca commented: 

“Even though it's a big step for- 
ward, it’s entirely logical. English soc- 
cer has a weekly audience in 


region of 75,000 in Melbourne, and 
every one of them is a potential active 
Carlton supporter. British soccer fans 
have traditionally been overlooked by 
local soccer, however Carlton is a 
multi-cultural club and we welcome 
the massive British supporter base to 
Olympic Park. 

The new TV commercial depicts a 
typical expatriate “Pom” enjoying a 
pint in his favourite pub on game 
night. He is responding to a phone call 
from a friend asking him to come to 
the Carlton game. In declining, the 
central character repeats well-known 
myths held by British soccer fans 
about the local game (that the atmos- 
phere is inadequate, or that the skill 
level of the players doesn’t measure 
up) and contrasts those myths with the 
truth. about the Carlton matchday 
experience, In the end the character is 
shown looking forward unenthusiasti- 
cally to a night in watching TV when 
he could, in fact, be going to the game 
and having a great time. The commer- 
cial stars and was produced by Steve 
Yolland of Yolland Advertising and 
Marketing — who just happens to be 
an expatriate Pom who has fallen in 
love with local Aussie soccer. 


the 


the 


HAT-TRICK 


guayan goalkeeper Jose Luis 

Chilavert scored a hat trick, all of 

them penalties, for Velez 

Sarsfield in the Argentine champi- 
onship last Sunday. 

‘In the latest feat of his amazing career, 
Chilavert scored in the 45th, 75th and 
82nd minutes as he helped Velez to a 6-1 
rout of Ferro Carril Oeste, almost certain- 
ly becoming the first goalkeeper to score 
three times in a professional game. 

‘The burly Paraguayan, who has a pow- 
erful left-foot shot, is a regular free kick 
and penalty taker at both club and interna- 
tional level and has scored 46 goals in his 
career. 

He is also one of soccer's most outspo- 
ken players, with opposing players, soccer 


aie} 
Jose Chilavert 


directors and Paraguayan politicians rou- 
tinely the subject of his verbal attacks. 
Chilavert refused to play for Paraguay 
when they hosted this year's Copa 
‘America, saying the country could not 
afford to spend money on the tournament, 
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CAN NEWCASTLE BREAK KOSSIE’S 
UNDEFEATED STRIKERS? _ 


By John Economos 


[HE NEWCASTLE BREAK- 

ERS on Friday night face the 

daunting task of clashing with 
John Kosmina’s record undefeated 
League leaders, the Brisbane Strikers 
at the Breakers’ Stadium. 

The Breakers’ mobile striker John 
Buonavoglia is almost certain to miss 
this vital match after sustaining a nasty 
ankle injury last Friday night against 
the Canberra Cosmos. 


In a heavy tackle, Buonavoglia was 
upended by Canberra’s captain Robbie 
Hooker. 

The Breakers’ coach Lee Sterrey is 
expected to rush into the first team 
young talented striker Chris 


y 
Chris Tanchevski: Talented striker 
on standby to come into the strike- 
line. 
Tanchevski, 
Tancheyski will link up with the 
intelligent and experienced Andy 
Harper in attack. 


Many of the Newcastle players are 
expected to be pumped up to do well in 
this match as their former coach John 
Kosmina is now coaching the Brisbane 
Strikers. 

Kosmina’s Brisbane team after 
Round 9 last week-end still remain as 
the only undefeated team in the 
National League having won six of 
their matches to date. 

Breakers’ coach Sterrey, last night 
stated to ABSW: “Whether you like it 
or not, the Brisbane Strikers right now 
are the hottest team in the League. 

“You can go unbeaten for three or 
four matches. 

“But to go nine on the trot without 
defeat, is just no fluke. 

“Kosmina has his Brisbane team 
making their own luck, 

“They’re real quick all over the pitch, 

“To beat the champions South 
Melbourne 5-1 last Saturday night 
showed that Brisbane are not slipping 
from grace.” 

Sterrey went on to add: “Against 
Canberra last Friday night, our 1-2 win 
there was a big injection of confidence. 

“We have had two wins to date and 
both have been in away games, whilst 
at home, we have had a loss plus three 
draws,” ended Sterrey. 

‘The Breakers last Friday played with- 


John Buonavoglia: Breakers’ 
striker seriously in doubt. 
out captain and sweeper Shane Pryce 
‘who Was out serving a suspension. 
But Pryce without question will 
come straight back into the side this 
Friday. 


In Pryce’s abscence against 
Canberra, defender Glenn Sprod took 
over the Breakers’ captaincy for the 
first time and a first win. 

Spearheading the Brisbane attack 
will be the red hot experienced striker, 
Paul Foster, the League’s outright top 
goalscorer. d 

Against South Melbourne last 
Saturday night, Foster nailed in a spec- 
tacular hat-trick that capsized the 
League champions’ ship, sending it 
crashing to a 5-1 defeat. 


As well, Foster's hat-trick has now 
lifted his personal tally to a lofty nine 
goals this season, 

The Breakers’ defence, spearheaded 
by star quality stopper Todd McManus, 
will have its work cut out to hold the 
high flying Queenslanders, 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


ddie Thomson, former 
coach of Australia’s 
World Cup team, wilk 
again next February bring 
his Japanese League side 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima to 
Adelaide. : 

Thomson has done this 
before as a pre season 
training tour. 

This time however 
another J-League side, 
Verdy Kawasaki, will also 
make the South Australian 
crusade, 

The two J-League teams 
will have a friendly hit out 
on 23rd February at the 
remodelled Hindmarsh 
Stadium, 


late last week signed up 
with the Perth Glory, as 
forecast, by “Good Oil’ 
some weeks ago. 

“We are delighted to 
have secured Jason’s 
services, 

“He will be a valuable 
addition to the Glory’s line 
up as a _ quality 
goalkeeper,” stated the 
Glory’s General manager, 
Mr Roger Lefort. 

Petkovic had his first 
training session with the 
squad last Wednesday 
night. 

Petkovic had gone to 
England and had trials 
with various club in 


Thomson has extended 
his contract with 
Hiroshima for another 
season when it looked most 
likely he was about to 
return to Australia at the 
end of this current year, 


ovev 


he Adelaide Force last 

Sunday morning staged 
an early Christmas party 
when the Club held its 
Family Fun Day at its Unley 
Training Grounds at Park 19 
on Greenhill Road. 

The Adelaide players 
were all in attendence along 
with Santa Claus. 

There was entertainment, 
coaching sessions for Junior 
players, food and drinks, all 
free of charge. 


ovev 
‘ason Petkovie, formerly 


the international goal- 
keeper from Adelaide City, 


Jason Petkovic: Back 


Eadie Thomson: Back in Adelaide in February. 


Division 1 during the 
League’s off season, 


eVev 


erek Ferguson, the 
former glasgow 


Rangers star midfielder, was 
last week signed up by the 
Adelaide Force for the 
remainder of this season. 


Zoran Matic: Made new 
signing last week. 


The 32-year-old former 
Scotland international is a 
vital addition to Zoran 
Matic’s squad as the Force 
strives to climb into the Top 
Six. 

At the age of 16, 
Ferguson became the- 
youngest player to play for 
Rangers when he made his 
debut in a League Cup 
match, 

Following 130 games for 
the Gers, Ferguson later 
moved on to play with 
Hearts then Sunderland, and 
recently finished a season 


the Scot: “We are playing 
well but need more goals. 
Derek will add firepower 
and will be the finishing 
touch as we try to make the 
finals. 


ovev 
‘ollongong Wolves 
last week had a 
friendly hit out against 


NSW Super League side 
Canterbury Marrickyille 


at Brandon Park. 
The Wolves won 4-1 and 
coach Nick 


Theodorakopoulos utilised 
the game to give some 
players a run as they had 
lacked match practice such 
as left wingback Alvin 
Ceceoli. 

Canterbury surprisingly 
held the Wolves out in the 
first session, but the NSL 
outfit’s superior fitness 
allowed them to pile in 
four goals in the second 
half, 

Striker Saso Petroyski 
nailed in a hat-trick whilst 
the always industrious 
Anthony Surjan added 
another. 


. Nick 
Theodorakopoulos; 
Wollongong’s coach. 


evVev 


an Rush, Sydney 

Olympic’s current guest 
player and former Liverpool 
legend, was last Friday an 
interesting observer at the 
Parramatta Stadium to watch 
the Power clash with Sydney 
United, 

Sitting in'a V.I.P. box 
with his manager Steve 
Hewitt and former Sydney 
Olympic president, Simon 
Konstandinidis, | Rush 


seemed impressed by the 
performance of the Power’s 
twin strikers Joel Griffiths 
and Jon Angelucci plus Man 
Of The Match, the Power's 
lanky goalkeeper Andrew 
Crews. 

Rush himself this 
Saturday night at the 
Belmore Sports Ground 
makes his last guest 
appearance for Sydney 
Olympic when they take on 
Zoran Matic’s Adelaide 
Force. 

This match will not be 
televised and kick off is set 
down for 7pm. 


oVev 


Mx Sterjovski, the 
arramatta Power’s 
exciting lithe marksman, 
seems he’s good enough to 
play for Australia’s 
Olympic team but not good 
enough to get back his spot 
in his own club side. 

Over the last three 
weeks, Sterjovski was 
absent on national duty in 
Tunisia with Raul Blanco’s 
Olympic squad. 

During this period, the 
Power’s coach David 
Mitchell was forced to use 
the strike combination of 
Joel Griffiths in tandem 
with the robust and 
effective Jon Angelucci. 

In the two League games 
Sterjovski missed, the 
Power won both by the 
same margin (3-1) against 
the Perth Glory and 
Carlton to collect six 
maximum League points. 

Last Friday night at the 
Parramatta Stadium, when 
Sterjovski was back in 
Sydney an available for 
selection against Sydney 
United, Mitchell did the 
professional thing and did 
NOT start with the 


international Sterjovski. 
Instead Mitchell most 
rightly rewarded both 


: with with Partick Thistle. ; : st 
in Australia, but now Matic stated when signing lan Rush; Last guest appearance for Olympic this 
Signed with the Glory. Saturday night. 
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Griffiths and Angelucci by 
retaining them in the 
starting line up. 

However the most 
valuable Sterjovski did 
come on off the bench in 
the 74th minute to replace 
the injured central marker 
Joe Vrkic. 


Mile Sterjovski: The 
Power's lithe striker. 


Unfortunately the 
galloping Griffiths was also 
forced to retire just three 
minutes later, coming off 
with a dislocated shoulder 
when scythed down by a 
crude tackle by United’s 
marker Vince Savocca, 

Griffiths now will most 
certainly miss the Power’s 
away clash this Sunday 


against the current League - 
champions South 
Melbourne. 


This will force Mitchell 
to use his third 
combination of strikers 
this season as Sterjovski on 
Sunday will link up with 
Angelucci in the Power’s 


firing lining. 
Peavey 


‘he Parramatta Power last 

week signed up another 
valuable sponsor, a one year 
deal with the world famous 
manufacturer of air 
conditioners, ‘Electra’. 
Based in Israel, the ‘Electra’ 
name was first seen last 
Friday night at the 
Parramatta Stadium 
emblazoned across the back 
of the Power playing shirts 
for the match against Sydney 
United. 


ELECTRA 


ECP australia) Pry Les ACN, 082 755 655 


At the end of the match 
the Power's —_lanky 
goalkeeper Andrew Crews 
who was Man Of The 
Match, recieved a domestic 
airconditioning unit valued 
at just under $1,000 as did a 
lucky Parramatta Power 
supporter, Mr Adam Burdon. 

At the end of this season, 
‘Electra’ will present a fully 
installed Split level air 
conditioning unit, valued at 
$5,000, to the Power's 
‘Player Of The Year’. 


evev 
ydney Olympic last 


Thursday night staged 
an ‘Ian Rush Dinner’ at 


the ‘Daintree Restaurant’ 
at Sydney’s picturesque 
Darling Harbour to 
honour the former 
Liverpool living legend 
striker, 

A signed by Rush 
Newcastle United shirt was 
auctioned off at $400:00, 

But when the 
autographed Liverpool 
Rush shirt went under the 
hammer, in seconds, but of 
course, the hostile bidding 
had rocketted to hit 


$3,100:00, 
The successful bidder 
was a very proud 


Liverpool-Sydney Olympic 
supporter, and father, who 
bought the most treasured 
Rush’s Liverpool shirt for 
his 18-month-old son. 

On the same night and 
during question time, Rush 
was bombarded by a 
multitude of intriguing 
questions. 

During this most 
enjoyable section of the 
evening, it came out that it 
was NOT Liverpool, but in 
fact Everton, that had first 
gone to see ‘Rushy’ play at 
Chester City with the 
intention of signing him for 
the ‘Toffeemen’. 

At the end of that match, 
(young Rush believe it or 
not played in the midfield), 
Everton scouts evaluated 
that Rush wasn’t a player. 

Mistake. BIG Mistake!! 

Soon after, one Mr Bob 
(‘God’) Paisley also went 
to Chester, immediately 
liked what he saw, and 
promptly conquered Rush 
by dropping on Chester’s 
doorstep a record $750,000 
and took the 18-year-old 
Welsh lad straight back to 
Anfield for the mighty 
Reds. 


edida 


chance to see this great 
marksman. 


vey 


Pp Glory’s lethal left 
footer Con Boutsianis, 
last Sunday at Perth Oval 
against Carlton, racked up 
his 200th match in the 


4 


Gareth Naven: Glory's 
captain racks up 100 
matches in the NSL. 


National League, whilst the 
Glory’s skipper Gareth 
Nayen scored his ‘ton’ of 
games in the NSL. 


ovev 


ydney United last 

Friday night in their 
1-1 draw with the 
Parramatta Power at the 
Parramatta Stadium, 
played their 450th match 
since joining the National 
League, 

Meanwhile the 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
last Saturday whilst at 
home against the Northern 
Spirit, played their 200th 


game in the NSL. 

evVev 
pe Miller, was the 
youngest ever 


y 


Jan Rush: The Great Man for the Great Liverpool. 


Since that very day, 
Rush has ‘Never Walked 
Alone’ as over the years he 
relentlessly marched into 
the record books season 
after season, scoring with 
his incredible shooting 
skills that yielded this 


~ slender striker a river of 


goals all over England. 
This Saturday night at 

the Belmore Sports 

Ground will be your last 


goalkeeper to have made his 
debut in the NSL. 

Miller was just 15 years 
and 325 days old when he 
first donned the gloves in the 
NSL for West Adelaide back 
in February 1981. 


- oVeyv. 
raham Arnold, the 


Northern  Spirit’s 
coach, stated last week: 


“We easily have the very 
best supporters in the 
entire League, 

“They have stuck with 
us through thick and thin 
and have travelled to 
Wollongong, Gippsland 
and Marconi to watch us 
play. 

“It was time we did 
something to show just 
how much we appreciate 
their sterling, and very 
much needed support.” 

Last week the Spirit 
players chipped in and 
bought sausages, bread 
rolls and drinks and 
invited more than 120 of 
the ‘Bob  Standers’ 
supporters to an open 
training afternoon session 
for some interaction 
between the die-hard fans 
and Spirit players. 


Graham Arnold: A most 
appreciative coach to 
his supporters. 


What you’d call a real 
solid exercise of excellent 
P.R. at grass root level. 

eVeyv 
teve Watson, the 
Northern Spirit’s 
goalkeeper coach, kept an 
eagle eye on his Australia’s 
Under 17s custodian Jess 
Van Stratten whilst in New 


Jess van Straten: The 
Spirit's Under 17s 
champion goalkeeper. 


Zealand during the Under 
17s World Championships. 
Jess is the Spirit's 
apprentice goalkeeper and 
Watson plus Head coach 
Graham Arnold have had 
huge wraps on the young 
‘wicketkeeper’ since he 
joined the Spirit this year. 
eVeV 
lhe Newcastle Breakers 
Jate last week signed 
26-year-old lanky 
midfielder cum-striker 
Damien Smith for the 
balance of this season, 
A former NSW Super 
League ‘Player Of The 


Year’, Smith according to 
the Breakers’ coach Lee 
Sterrey; “Will add depth 
and attacking strength to 
the squad”. 

Having been born and 
raised in Newcastle, the 
former Adamstown 
Rosebuds, Sydney 
Olympic, Leichhardt 
Tigers and last season with 
the Blacktown Demons, 
Smith who already resides 
‘in Newcastle, will at long 
last eliminate the arduous 
hours and pressure of 
travelling up and down the 
Newcastle Freeway to 
Sydney. 

oVev 

‘ohn Kosmina’s Brisbane 

Strikers following their 
away draw against Sydney 
United, equalled the Club’s 
record of having gone eight 
consecutive matches without 
defeat. 

The record was 
established back in the 
1996-97 season, the year the 
Strikers actually won their 


very first League 
championship. 
Last Saturday night at the 


Suncorp Stadium, against 
the current League 
champions South 
Melbourne, Kosmina finally 
smashed the Club record, 
having now gone nine 
consecutive matches without 
defeat after annihilating the 
League champions South 
Melbourne by 5-1, 

‘Good Oil’, knowing 
Kosmina the former great 
Australian World Cup 
captain and record 
goalscoring striker, will 
have no intention of 
Surrendering he’s newly 
established record in the 
near future when he takes 
his Queenslanders South to 
Newcastle this Friday night 
to clash with the Newcastle 
Breakers at the Breakers’ 
Stadium. 

eVev 
pAicas Bocelli, the 
sensational blind 
Italian singer of opera, 
over the past couple of 
years has surely rocketted 
to now become the 
planet’s hottest recording 

artist. : 

But what most people 
are unaware of, Bocelli 
was NOT born blind, as 
‘was not America’s famous 


John Kosmina: 
Strikers’ coach and 
former Australian World 
Cup capiain. 


black singer, Ray Charles. 

As a child, Bocelli did 
suffer with some optic 
problems. 

But at the age of 12, this 
magnificent Italian tenor 
was heavily struck in the 
head by a Soccer ball 
which most tragically was 
the cause for him to 
completely lose his vision, 

ovev 

Aue Labbozzetta, the 

strapping 24-year-old 
son of Soccer Australia’s 
Commissioner Tony 
Labbozzetta, made headlines 
last week and rocked 
Sydney when he was spotted 
Zipping around the city with 
the stunning and World 
famous English black 
model, 28-year-old Naomi 
Campbell. 

Attilio, co-owner of the 
swank and most scenic 
“Vieri’ Italian restaurant, 
wedged on the shores of 
Darling Harbour, was quite 
nonchalant about the whole 
affair. 

What's the big deal about 
being seen about town with 
the super famous, $10,000 a 
day, fashion model? 


Naomi Campbell: Attilio 
Labbozzetta’s 
‘unknown girl’. 


The very affable “Tily’, a 
former Soccer player, is 
himself a rather bit of a 
personality and a man well 
known about town. 

So he couldn't help but 
smile and looked a bit 
embarrassed when a media 
person last week spotted 
‘Tily’ with the delectable 
Naomi in the city and yelled 
out to him: 

“Hey ‘Tily’, who's the 
doll that's with you?” 

Th fact Naomi is a friend 
of the World's most 
expensive striker, ($74 
million), Italian World Cup 
goalscorer, Christian Vieri, 
goal ace with Inter Milan. 

In turn, Vier’ just happens 
to be “Tily’s’ very best mate 


_ from childhood days, 


Ms Campbell when in 
Milan was given Attilo’s 
phone number in Sydney by 
Vieri. 


So when Naomi got to 
Singapore on route to 
Sydney, the black stunner of 
fashion phoned “Tily’ that 
she was about to lob into 
Australia and wanted to 
meet him. i 

As they say, ‘and the rest 
is history’. 

Some have it, and some 
don’t. 

eVev 
‘ancis Awaritefe, 
Marconi’s gangling 
striker, made his comeback 
for the first time this season 
to the first team last Sunday 
at Marconi Stadium against 
the Wollongong Wolves in a 

spectacular fashion. 

The quality industrious 
veteran striker came off the 
bench at half-time, and did 
more in the remaining 45 
minutes than many of his 
team-mates did in the whole 
match. 

Awaritefe was sidelined 
with a pre-season injury to 
his left knee that precluded 
him from starting the season 
till after half-time last 
Sunday. 

Following a sterling 
performance, Awaritefe 
after the match stated to 
‘Good Oil’: “I felt a bit rusty 
but I also believe that I was 
able to hold up the ball well 
‘on my own upfront when we 
went down a man 
(midfielder Christian Care 
‘was sent off 32 minutes from 
full-time). 

“My knee is going to take 
a while to completely heel 
and I can’t wait for the day 
for that to happen,” ended 
the lanky marksman who 
exploded out a big roar from 
the crowd when the fans saw 
Francis warming up his 
engines on the sidelines in 


readiness to come on. 
oVev 
eke Under 17s 
performance last 


Saturday in New Zealand 
was nothing short of 
magnificent in the Under 
17s World Cup Final against 
Brazil. 

Unquestionably so. 

Immediately , after 
Australia finally went down 
7-8 to Brazil in the most 
dreaded ‘Sudden Death’ 
stage of the penalty shoot- 
out, a proud national coach 
Les Scheinflug, defiantly 
struggled to joke: 

“I’m going into the 
Brazilian dressing rooms 
now to see if they want to 
play an extra 10 minutes. 


Les Scheinflug: Cracks 
a heartbreaking final 
joke. 
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NIGHT 


AT THE 


STADIUM 


THIS FRIDAY 


KICK-OFF 7.30PM 


BREAKERS’ 


Youth 
League 
Kick-Off 
5.15pm 


John Kosmina 


Can the 
Breakers 


halt 


Kosmina’s 


Clint Bolton 


undefeated 
League 
leaders 


Travis Dodd 


Paul Foster 


in THEIR 


Tracks? 


ae 


See the 
Stars 
Under 

the 


Stars 
> a 


Andy Harper 


Stuart McLaren 


Peter Dwyer 


The Newcastle Breakers are Sponsored by: 


Mr. 


MANUFACTURING 


i 
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By Daniel Giorelando 


he future of Australian soccer 

looks bright following the suc- 

cessful campaign of the 
Australian Joeys despite losing to 
Brazil in the final of the World Under 
17 championships held in New 
Zealand. 

The Joeys were only a matter of 
moments away from becoming the 
worlds best but instead suffered the ulti- 
mate misfortune, a penalty shoot-out 
defeat. 

The loss was even tougher to take for 
our young stars as they had matched the 


THE PATH TO TH 


might of Brazil for the majority of the 
match and held their own in the tense 
atmosphere of a major champion final. 

And following the dream run by the 
Joeys in New Zealand and the way in 
which they were not intimated by either 
the United States in the Semi-final or 
Brazil in the final, it is clear that the 
future of Australian soccer is in good 
hands. 

And upon the teams arrival back 
home in Sydney last Sunday, these feel- 
ings were echoed by Soccer Australian 
chairman Basil Scarsella. 

“We have twenty 16 to 17-year-olds 
taking on the best in the world. We 
started off with 150 teams in qualifying 


and we made it to the final. 

“Here we have the foundation of the 
next 10 years for Australian national 
soccer.” 

But whilst the future is bright, coach 
Les Schienflug looked back on the tour- 
nament as the one that got away but 
quashed any plans that he is going to 
step out-of soccer following his retire- 
ment as coach. 

“T wanted nothing else but gold and 
they (the players) realised what I wanted 
desperately, but my job is not done with 
Soccer Australia yet. I want gold. 

- “We improved from a million to one 
outsiders and almost gave glory to both 
Australia and Oceania.” 


Joeys 


without defeat to an end by 
beating the Americans 7-6 
on penalties, in today’s 
first semi final in 
Christchurch. 

Aaron Goulding got 
Australia off to a dream 
start, converting a comer in 
the 3rd minute for a one-nil 
lead, which was enhanced 


Oguchi Onyewu to set up a 
2-all draw, -which saw the 
teams through to full time, 
and into golden goal extra 
time. 

Both teams had opportu- 
nities to win the game in 
sudden death, the LG Joeys 
holding the advantage after 
American Kyle Beckerman 
was sent off in the 25th 
minute of extra time, but 
unable to take advantage of 
the extra man, with the game 
forced into a penalty shoot 
‘out, which Australia won 7- 
6, as follows: 

“T'm ecstatic for the kids 
who did a marvelous job 
today,” said coach Les 
Scheinflug after the nail bit- 
ing finish. 

“They kept their cool 
right through the penalties, 
which is something we've 
been practicing at training, 
because there was always 
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the chance it would come to 


for soccer in Australia, and 


FUTURE LOOKS GOOD 


And following the unexpected suc- 
cess in New Zealand, Schienflug felt 
that Australian soccer had turned the 
corner and now had no reason to fear 
anybody, not even the world’s strongest 
and most successful sides. 

“Australia is not scared of Brazil, we 
are as good as them and we can beat 
them. We played against teams who had 
more experience and skill but our cama- 
raderie overpowered all-comers.” 

Australia had reached the final on the 
back of a Semi-final win on penalties 
against the United States, so when the 
situation arose for a second consecutive 
game against Brazil in the final, 
Australian goalkeeper Jess van Stratten 


another. 


for soccer in Oceania. 
“We've reached some- 
thing we’ve been striving 
toward for years, and it’s 
certainly a nice way for me 
to leave one room and go to 


“Now it’s time to make 
sure we don’t lose sight of 
the mission, the boys will 
celebrate tonight, and also 
watch the second semi final 
between Brazil and Ghana, 


was once again asked to step up. 

Tf one person was meant to feel pres- 
sure, in theory it should’ve been van 
Straten but that was further from the 
truth for someone who was competing 
in only his second ever penalty shoot- }- 
out. 

“There was no pressure on myself, 
when you go into that situation all the 
pressure is on the players.” 

But despite the coolness of keeper 
van Stratten, as so many penalty shoot- 
outs are decided, you need luck and 
unfortunately for the Joeys, that is the 
one ingredient that they lacked in the 
final. 


=| AUSTRALIA CLINCH 
| FINAL BERTH 


he =LG 
brought the USA’s this. 
run of 24 games “After we got the early 
two goals, I felt we became 
a little complacent and the 
USA came back and put us 
against the wall, but we still 
had the confidence that we 
could win it, either in the 
golden goal or by shoot-out. 
“It’s nice to create history 
and that's the feeling in the 
dressing room at the 


On penalties 

Full time score 2-2 

Australia (A Goulding 
3’, S McDonald 25’) 

USA (L Donovan 36’, 0 
Onyewu 52") 


AUSTRALIAN 
UNDER-17 LINE-UP 
Jess Vanstratten (gk); 
Shane Cansdell-Sherriff, 
Aaron Goulding, Adrian 
Madaschi, Mark Byrnes 


by Scott McDonald to 2-0 in moment, but Pll make sure they’re (capt), Jade North; Lucas 
the 35th minute. “This is the first back concentrating on the Pantelis (Joe Di lorio 46"), 

The USA replied aminute Australian soccer team to Final tomorrow.” Louis Brain, Wayne Srhoj; 
later, via Landon Donovan, make the final of a World SEMI FINAL Scott McDonald (Joshua 
and then equalised in the Cup, and it’s great for every- aera 7 Kennedy 69"), Dylan 
51st minute with a goal to one — for the boys, for me, USA 6 MacAlister 


Adrian Madaschi: The Italy based star was rock solid in the Australian defence. 


he cruel irony of a penalty shoot-out has 

seen AUSTRALIA go down 8-7 on penal- 

ties to BRAZIL, in the Final of the FIFA 
Under-17 Soccer World Cup, played in 
Auckland on the weekend, 

The LG Joeys put the USA on the receiving end 
of a loss via a penalty shoot-out last Wednesday’s 
semi final, but were on that receiving end them- 
Selves, after scores were locked 0-0 at fulltime, 
and at the end of extra time, 

LG Joey keeper JESS VAN STRATTEN was 
able to get his hands to many of the Brazilian 
attempts, but able to stop just one, while his oppo- 
site #1 RUBINHO saved the 15th penalty attempt 
by defender IAIN FYFE, and saw his team-mate 
WELLINGTON convert, to take Brazil to its sec- 
ond successive Under-17 World Title, 


Penalty Shoot-out 
Australia — MARK BYRNES (missed) 0-0 


CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL 


GOOD AS BRAZIL 


CRUEL END 


Brazil — LEONARDO (converted) 0-1 

Australia — JOE DI JORIO (converted) 1-1 

Brazil — MARQUINHOS (saved) 1-1 

Australia— WAYNE SRHOJ (converted) 2-1 

Brazil - EDUARDO (converted) 2-2 

Australia — ADRIAN MADASCHI (convert 
ed) 3-2 

Brazil — WALKER (converted) 3-3 

Australia — JADE NORTH (converted) 4-3 

Brazil - RICARDO (converted) 4-4 

Australia - DYLAN MACALLISTER (convert- 
ed) 5-4 

Brazil — LEO (converted) 5-5 

Australia— AARON GOULDING (converted) 
6-5 

Brazil — BRUNO (converted) 6-6 

Australia — JOSHUA KENNEDY (converted) 
1-6 

Brazil — SOUZA (converted) 7-7 

Australia — IAIN FYFE (saved) 7-7 

Brazil — WELLINGTON (converted) 7-8 


Brazil: The victorious celebrate. 


FULL SQUAD 


Jess VAN STRATTEN 

19-07-1982 

Goalkeeper 

Northern Spirit (Australia) 
Matthew MILOSEVIC 

29-10-1982 

Goalkeeper 

SAST (Australia), 
Mark BYRNES 

08-02-1982 

Defender 

Parramatta Power (Australia), 
Shane CANSDELL-SHERRIFF 

10-11-1982 

Defender 

Leeds United (UK) 
Tain FYFE 

03-04-1982 

Defender 

SASI (Australia) 
Aaron GOULDING 

29-04-1982 

Defender 

‘SASI (Australia) 
Shane LOCKHART 

26-09-1982 

Defender 

NSWIS (Australia) 
Adrian MADASCHI 

11-07-1982 

Defender 

Atalanta Bergamo (Italy) 
Anthony DOUMANIS 

01-02-1982 

Midfielder 

NSWIS (Australia) 
Bradley GROVES 

29-01-1982 

Midfielder 

Leeds United (UK) 
James JOHNSON 

21-05-1982 

Midfielder 

QAS (Australia) 
Jade NORTH 

07-01-1982 

Midfielder 
AIS/Brisbane Strikers (Australia) 
Lucas PANTELIS 

12-03-1982 

Midfielder 

AIS (Australia) 
Wayne SRHOJ 

23-03-1982 

Midfielder 
AIS/Brisbane Strikers (Australia) 
Louis BRAIN 

09-05-1982 

Striker 

Adelaide Force (Australia) 
Joseph DI TORIO 

08-04-1982 

Striker 

‘Werder Bremen (Germany) 
Joshua KENNEDY 

20-08-1982 

Striker 

ATS/Carlton (Australia) 
Dylan MacALLISTER 

17-05-1982 

Striker 

Sydney Olympic (Australia) 
Scott McDONALD 

21-08-1983 

Striker 

VIS (Australia) 
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Western Sydney 
Lions SC 


NSW State League Division 3 
Trials for Year 2000 


Experienced players required for First 
Grade and Reserve Grade 
Venue: 


Cabramatta Sports Ground 
Sussex St, Cabramatta 
Date: - 
Every Wednesday from 24.11.99 
6.30pm Sharp 
and every Sunday from 28.11.99 
11.00am Sharp 
(All players must bring soccer boots & 
running shoes) 


Enquiries: 
Head Coach Michael Mamoo 


0413 800 516 or 9841 3259 


George: 0416 226 129 @ 9630 7555 


RYDE CITY 


SOCCER CLUB 


< TRIALS » 


1st Grade and Under 21 
1st Division State League 


Meadowbank Park No 11 
Constitution Road 
At 6.30pm 


Tuesday November 30 
Thursday December 2 
Tuesday December 7 


Enquiries 1st Grade John McKie 
0414 549 673 
Enquiries Under 21 Bob Smith 
0418 984 755 
Coach required Under 16 
Youth League Level 2 


Enquiries 
Warwick Andrews 9899 4004 


SYDNEY UNIVERSITY 
SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 


Invites all interested players to attend 

pre-season training and selection trials 

for our Soccer Federation (Division 2) 
squad 


Dates and times are: 
U18/19 and U21: 9.00am on 12 & 19 
December 1999 
First Grade: 6.00pm Thursday 6 January 2000 


(Tuesdays and Thursdays during January) 

All pre-season training and trials will be at: 
St John’s College Oval, Sydney University 
(entry off Missenden Road) 


For more details please contact: 
Ben Docker (9552 6429) or Simon 
Philips (9210 4077) 


Proudly Sponsored by: 


RIVKIN DISCOUNT FINANCE 
THE FOREST LODGE HOTEL 
SIMPLY SKYDIVE AUSTRALIA 
Flinders Asset Management 
David Jordan, Barrister 
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* remained the premier profes- 


FALCONS 
TAKE FLIGHT 


he roller-coaster 
ride of the 
Gippsland Falcons 


took flight last Saturday 
night, when the struggling 
Victorian regional side 
upset fancied Northern 
Spirit 2-0 at Mobil Park, at 
home in Morwell. 

It was only Gippsland’s 
second win this season but a 
timely one, since it was also 
the club’s 200th national 
league match. Coach Jeff 
Hopkins had made clear it 
was time to face up to the 
big task ahead, 

“We can’t keep saying we 
played well, but we 


their game. There are at least 
four intensive training ses- 
sions between rounds, 

“T told the players, the 
only way we're going to 
tum things around is through 
hard work,” Hopkins said. 

‘The inclusion of former 
South Melbourne and 
Socceroos defender 
Mehmed Durakovie has 
been a tremendous bonus for 
the Falcons defence — and 
now with Peter Kakos, Juan 
Nilo and Mandic, as well as 
busy forward Brian 
Macnicol the Falcons can 
make a serious challenge on 
the top six. 


eer better, It’s time we 
got some points,” he said, 

Defender Robbie Puca 
‘opened the scoring, but new 
signing Igor Mandic proved 
his worth with the second 
goal. 

The Falcons are working 
hard during the week to lift 


KNIGHTS SPONSOR 
2000 KEILOR GIFT 


na unique joint sporting venture, the © Sports Club,” said Knights president Tony 
I Karlusic. 
“As the flag bearers for soccer in 
Melbourne's north-west, the Knights are 
proud to be associated with the 
event that is an institution in 
the north-western suburbs and 
an icon of Melbourne’s sport- 
ing calendar,” Mr Karlusic 
said. 

“The 2000 Melbourne 
Knights Keilor Gift will be 
the first of the new century, 
and we are thrilled to be able 

With $10,000 in prize money on offer, to take the event into the new millenni- 
the Melbourne Knights Keilor Gift is sure to um in partnership with the Keilor Sports 
again attract the cream of Australia’s profes- Club. 
sional athletes. The event is now regarded as “We are confident the partnership will 
the major event in the lead up to the Stawell raise the event’s profile and further entrench 
Gift. it as a landmark community and sporting 

“The Knights are delighted to be involved event for the region and Melbourne,” he 
in this prestigious event run by the Keilor said. 


2000 Keilor Gift will be sponsored by 
the Melbourne Knights Soccer Club. 
The 51st running of the prestigious event 
will be held on February 19, 2000, 
and Gift chairman Hayden Kelly 
said that the Keilor Sport Club 
was delighted that the 
Melbourne Knights had seen 
fit to work with the Sports 
Club to ensure the Gift 


sional athletics event in the 
metropolitan area, 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
MILESTONE 


outh Melbourne coach Angie 

Postecoglou reached a major 

milestone by becoming the 
club’s longest serving national league 
coach last Saturday, but nobody was 
celebrating. 

The defending champion lost 5-1 to 
league leader Brisbane Strikers at 
Suncorp stadium. 

Tt was Postecoglou's 102nd consecu- 
tive match coaching South, a club he 
has served since he was nine years old 
as a junior player and later as a senior 
player. He has been involved in all of 
South's four championships. 

He made his senior debut in 1984, 
the year South won its second champi- 
onship. 

He was captain of the 1991 champi- 
Onship side and coach of the team that 


Angie Postecoglou: New record 


won back-to-back titles in the last two 
seasons. 

“The South Melbourne club is proud 
that Ange Postecoglou, a favorite son 
of the club and the only member of all 
four championship teams as either a 
player or a coach, can boast the record 
of coaching the most games at this suc- 
cessful club,” South president George 
Vasilopoulos said. 

Postecoglou is tipped to take over 
from Les Scheinflug as coach of the 
national U17s side. 

The Joeys became Australia's most 
successful international representative 
team, going down on penalties to Brazil 
in the U17 World Cup Final in New 
Zealand last weekend, 


NEW PLACE, 
NEW NAME 


Carlton 


arlton is hunting for a new 

venue, despite the fact that 

club general manager Lou 
Sticca believes Olympic Park offers 
the best corporate facilities for his 
large coterie of influential backers 
and it should stay as the club’s home 
venue. 

Carlton puts up a tremendous show 
in a first class venue, but can’t get a top 
crowd. 

Sticca has been disappointed with the 
paltry 2500-odd spectators turning up 
on Friday nights and, frankly, the club 
has run out of ideas on what to do about 
it, 

From beer garden to fireworks, 
spruikers, singers and banner competi- 
tions — it's all the rage at the roundball 
Blues, yet not too many bums occupy 
the vast array of seats. 

On the positive side, the club does 
attract a whole new bread of young, 
upwardly mobile people to its matches 
— the germ of a new following and 
maybe, as long as the message keeps 


~ 
> ~N 


getting through, the club will be able to 
create its own special brand of support- 
ers. 

Sticca is convinced of that. “It’s a 
matter of longevity. As long as we keep 
sending out the message, we'll get there 
eventually,” he suggested recently, 

Co-director Peter Jess appears to 
have a different opinion on the matter, 
although he also has not got all of the 
answers. 

“Olympic Park is a premier corporate 
venue, but we're not getting the support 
and I don’t know why,” Jess comment- 
ed. 


we 
09 


Despite the fact Carlton signed a 10- 
year lease with the Olympic Park board 
of trustees, Jess believes sharing Bob 
Jane stadium with home team South 
Melbourne may be the solution. 

South president George Vasilopoulos 
agreed, after the two club officials met, 
saying the ground was capable of 
accommodating both clubs. 

Jess also hinted at changing the 
Carlton name to create a new identity, 

“We'll need to relaunch ourselves as 
a club. The name is going to be on the 
line as well,” he said, 


t Nieto Premier Teg club 
Preston Lions the search for a new 
coach is intensifying. The departure of 


Vlado Vanis to th Melbourne uy isa big 
‘loss to Preston. 


Teague after the 2000 Sydney 10 ympic 
“It's a big blow for us. It’s a big 


season will need to fill big shoes. : 
There are a few options, according to 
‘esterovski, but the money js on legendary strik- 
id er Watren Spink to take charge as player coach. 


“Former Melbourne oe and St Alban: 
coach Vid Horvat is is also among the candidates. 


~ A fourth option is appointing ; an overseas 
oa club president George Nesterovski sad 
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J LEAGUE CLASH AT 
HINDMARSH STADIUM 


Allan Crisp 


‘apanese professional soccer 
J: burst into Adelaide on 

February 23 when J League 
giants Verdy Kawasaki and 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima clash at 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 

Verdy Kawasaki will be making 
its South Australian debut, while 
perennial visitor Hiroshima will be 
using the excursion as part of its nor- 
mal pre-season training routine, 

That game will be one of many 
fixtures planned for the newly 
revamped Hindmarsh facility in the 
new year, highlighting a mouth 
watering program which also could 
include yisits from the Japanese and 
Korean Olympic squads. 

Plans are afoot to bring the 
Olyroos to Adelaide for pre-Olympic 
Games training and matches. 

And it will be a case of lights, 
cameras, action when Verdy hits 
town, because the high profile club is 
sponsored by one of Japan's biggest 
selling newspapers and Nippon 
Television. 

Previous visits by the Japanese 
World Cup national squad and Red 
Diamonds have attracted five televi- 
sion crews to Adelaide to cover the 
exploits of both teams and that figure 
could spirit next year. 

The South Australian State squad 
has reassembled for the occasion as 
it has been pencilled in to be a spar- 
ring partner for any or all of the visi- 
tors. 

Premier League champions, 
Cumberland Foxes also have agreed 


me 
4 


Brad Armour: In action for Adelaide City back in 1997. 


to play a match against Verdy 
Kawasaki. 

Other prospective tourists are the 
Blue Wings club from Korea and 
second division Japanese club, 
Consoldole Sapporo. 

But, as reported in last week's 
ABSW, the Women’s Soccer double- 
header program on January 13 will 
be a blockbuster attraction with 
Australia playing World Cup cham- 
pion USA and Czechoslovakia tak- 
ing on Sweden in the curtainraiser. 


Meanwhile, the South Australian 
squad features many of the players 
who were candidates to sign for 
Adelaide United team which failed to 
gain an NSL berth as replacement for 
the defunct Adelaide Sharks. 

Former West Adelaide pair, Zoran 
Maricic and Brenton Hiern will 
coach the side. 

And SA could face crack Croatian 
side Hadjuk Split in late January or 
early February. 

The 26-man squad, due to be 


reduced to 22 is — Brad Armour, 
Corey Artone, Michael Brooks, Rick 
Cerracchio, Archie Christakos, Ryan 
Donovan, Daniel Ferreira, John 
Fontanarosa, Bill Karapetis, Con 
Kokkinoplitis, Les Matiscsak, Daniel 
Menechella, Michael Menechella, 
Bill Misailidis, Ben Moore, Rick 
Piotrowski, Michael Pirone, Joel 
Porter, Lino Sattin, Tony Scalzi, Paul 
Simmons, Damian Stam, Jason 
Trimboli, Aaron Westervelt, Nathan 
Wildy, Mark Yates. 


Tricarico out 
for 12 weeks 


ad news for NSL pace-set- 
B= Carlton Soccer Club, 

who haye now established 
that exciting right-sided attack- 
ing wing-back Joe Tricarico is 
out with hamstring damage for 
at least another 12 weeks. 

Tricarico was hurt in the team’s 
recent draw away with Adelaide. 
The news is a double blow for the 
team, who are already coping with- 
out exciting import, midfielder 
Stuart Slater. 

Coach Stuart Munro comment- 
ed: 

“t's desperately bad luck for the 
Jad, who has made a terrific contri- 
bution in our early games, and is 
obviously a very exciting young 
talent. 

“Frankly it’s a nuisance to have 


Joe Tricarico: Injury setback. 


him out on the right, and Stuart not 
available on the left, and it means 
some of our lads are having to play 
in less-preferred positions to cover, 
but that’s soccer I guess. 

“We're still unbeaten, which 
shows that our squad is developing 
the depth needed for a concerted 
push for the NSL title, but 1 would- 
n't like to lose anymore key play- 
ers.” 

Munro is nevertheless deter- 
mined to stick to his game plan. 

“We've lost two players who are 
both noted for their dribbling and 
running at players, which has 
inevitably blunted our attacking 
play somewhat. 

“This is a tough game, you just 
have to cope with injury setbacks 
and forge ahead. But we're going 
to stick to our guns and keep 


developing an attractive passing- 
style of game.” 
There was also better news for 


Carlton on the progress of star | 


import Stuart Slater. Doctors are 
pleased with the progress of his 
knee injury, and barring unforseen 
je could return for the 
in two or three weeks, 
said Munro. 
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Hurstville City Minotaurs SC 
Year 2000 Seacou 


All Trials to be held at 
BEVERLY HILLS PARK 
VANESSA STREET, BEVERLY HILLS ~ 


CADETS — Division 1 


Under 11s & 12s 
EVERY TUESDAY AT 6.00PM 


YOUTH LEAGUE — Division 2 


Under 13s, 14s, 15s & 16s 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 6.00PM 


STATE LEAGUE — Division 1 


Under 18s, Reserve Grade — Under 21s & First Grade 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 7.00PM 


For Further Details, Ring Peter Sarikakis on 


0412 407 830 


The Nepean District Soccer 


Football Association Inc. 


has recently been promoted to Division 3 
Federation. 


We require the services of a suitably qualified 
Reserve Grade coach. 


Player trials will take place at 
Cooke Park 2, Wilson Street, St Marys 
on: 
Sundays — Nov. 28th & Dec. 12th & 19th 
Wednesdays — Nov. 24th & Dec; 1st, 
15th & 22nd 


ALL ENQUIRIES TO: 
VICKI POLLARD — (02) 9670 6578 
OR 0414 897 059 
DEBBIE POOLE — 0416 215 612 


Inter-Lions 
Soccer Club 


Lapies NSW 
STaTeE LEG@GUE 


Requires Players for 
Under 19 & All Age 


For any inquiries 
please call: 


Fil = 0416 136 851 
Manny = 0412 217 216 
Antonella = 0414 392 787 | 
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ETTERS TO THE EDITO 


FANS ENDURE MEDIA FARCE 


Dear Sir, 

What is it with the mainstream media 
and the greatest game in the world in this 
country? My theory is they're still straight 
up racist when it comes to the round ball 
code, You could right a book about the 
thousands of examples when soccer fans 
have been treated as second class citizens, 

You could also possibly draw an inter- 
esting analogy with the republic debate 
but I won't do that in this forum because T 
haven't got the time and soccer weekly 
won't have the space (perhaps at a later 
date) but hopefully a lot of readers will 
get my drift, 

No! I'll just concentrate on the treat- 
ment we loyal hard core soccer fans were 
‘once again dished up by the media in 
regard to the Australia v Brazil series. 


Starting with Channel 7 who only 
afforded l'/hrs to Sunday's delayed 
Sydney telecast outing at least 20-25 mins 


of soccer allowing for ads and commen- 


tary lead ins...etc. 

The second game in Melbourne was 
advertised to be screened at 9.30pm on 
Wednesday evening in the weeks leading 
up to the game but yep you guessed it, the 
network made a late change on match eve 
to put it into the graveyard 11.30pm — 
1.30am slot. Worse still the first anyone 
learned of it was in the TV programs in 
Wednesday morning papers. 

When [, a disappointed fan called the 
Channel 7 switchboard on Wednesday 
morning | said to the lady at reception. 
“They've let the soccer fans down again 
haven't they?” Her response amazingly 


Fe cdma’ 


SPORT 
= 


was “Yep they’ve done it again.” 

T then asked for someone in program- 
ming to launch a complaint and see if 
they had a reasonable explanation, 

I proceeded to say Channel 7 did a sim- 
ilar thing with the Manchester United 
games earlier this year and even gave 
precedence to fencing, rowing and horse 
jumping when Australia played that cru- 
cial quarter final game against Spain at 
the Atlanta Olympics. 


Her lame reply was “Yes, yes I under- 


stand your concer I will register a com- - 


plaint for you.” 

She then took my name but would’t tell 
me hers. 

Anyway my point is soccer is still con- 
stantly disregarded by the- mainstream 
media, They love discrediting the game. 

For example, the Ned Zelic walkout 
got a page in the Daily Telegraph but the 
brilliant performance by the Aussies for 
75 minutes in the 2-2 draw with Brazil 
got a quarter page and what was all that 
sensationalist garbage by Jeff Wells about 
the game in disarray? 

Keep the faith fellow fans, Australian 
soccer has never been stronger — look at 
the U17 Joeys in NZ, our Olyroos are a 
good medal chance next year and the 


Socceroos I think are the strongest they 
have ever been. 

The yobbo footy heads are worried we 
will take over, they can’t keep us down. 
much longer — like the monarchists they 
are fighting a losing battle. We will pre- 
vail! Keep positive, keep the faith, 

Support the game through good and 
bad times and support those who look 
after us the fans ie — the players and 
coaches No.1 and the Les’ and Johnnies, 
Kyle’s, Tony Palumbo’s, Pau! Williams’, 
Michael Cockerill’s, and John Economos’ 
of this world. 

Ben Horvath, 
Cronulla. NSW. 


ELITE LEAGUE 


PUNISHMENT | THE ANSWER? 


Dear Sir, 


After what just happened recently with these 
two Brazil games, I can’t help thinking that Soccer 
promoter’s are thinking about bringing out Inter 


Milan next May. 


Apart from not knowing who will really show 
up on the day, these friendlies or exhibition match- 
es have had their day, unless we want to continue 


to humiliate our own players by con- 
centrating all the publicity on the 
so-called superstar’s on dis- 
play from other countries. 

It is not fair to our boys 
to use them as show 
ponies with little 
respect so the fans can 
come out to watch 
and talk about 
Ronaldo, Christian 
Vieri and Roberto 
Baggio, That’s exactly 
what happens when 
these type of games are 
put on and promoted to the 
public. 

Who can blame Harty Kewell 
for not wanting to be a part of I.M.G’s 


Circus act, when the majority of fans would 
cheer for the opposition side involved in these 


sorts of games. 


Harry knows that apart from being a valuable 
asset to the Australian side, he also knows that the 
side has 100% support or 
close to it, is when we are playing for a World Cup 


only time Australi 


comes to the fore. It unites the country with a pas- 
sion behind our boys in that one game every four 


years. 


position in the finals, That’s when the true patrio- 
tism and nationalism of the mainstream public 


ustralian and 


Send letters to _ ; 


British Soccer Weekly _ 
Obs 


Sadly the same can’t be said of these exhibition 
matches that are put on at a premium price, for the 
benefit of a few die hard soccer fanatics who more 
often than not are mostly disappointed every time 
these high priced players come out here in their off 
season. They are usually in holiday 
mode in May, June and July. 

I would advise that Soccer 
Australia put a stop to these 
so-called sham prepara- 
tion matches for our 
Socceroos here in the 
country. If we want to 
prepare the 
Socceroos properly 
for the next World 
Cup it should be 
mostly 
European countries 
next year in Europé 
where they (players) are all 
based until the World Cup 

Qualifiers come around in 2001; 
In the meantime, we should also 

continue to badger FIFA into persuading the 
Asians to allow us and all of Oceania countries to 
compete in an expanded Asian Cup every four 
years in between the World Cup years. 

It should be along the lines of the European Cup 
championship. We should also concentrate on our 
Olyroo team at"home next year. 

Dominic Scullino, 


Dear Sir, 7 

I regard the smaller league, proposed by the 
ever enigmatic Soccer Australia very worrying. 
What is the point of this?,One can only guess 
what is on the minds of Soccer Australia but only 
presumes it wants an elite league with higher 
grade soccer. 

For what purpose? To my knowledge there has 
never been converts (en mas) from the main- 
stream particularly other football codes, by show- 
ing champagne football; for example they 
wouldn’t understand the finesse of the basic skills, 
like the long converted would. 

Lets say there was a 0-0 draw that the already 
converted would find entertaining through skill, 
goal mouth incidents, great defending and goal 
keeping etc. This would probably mean nothing to 
people that watch other codes, 

Conversely a one-sided thumping of 6-0 would 
probably mean little to the already converted but 
would be highly entertaining to the non converted 
from another code. So unless Soccer Australia can 
come out and give us their reasons, forget the 
smaller league. 

The bottom line is, and my guess is, non con- 
verts would firstly want to see goals, and success 
for their city or region. 

Then as time goes on they would come to 
understand the skills and finesse that after comes 
with a 0-0 draw. 

The obvious drawback would be the loss of 
regional teams. Those teams like Gippsland 
Falcons, Wollongong etc that take soccer to the 
younger kids in the country. Can anybody tell me 
what is wrong with increasing the league? Take 
the game to more regions and cities like Geelong, 
Hobart, Gold Coast, Darwin, Cairns etc. 

I see no reason why these teams, if set up along 
the lines of the Perth Glory, would not be well 
supported, likewise the only way an expanded 
league of this number could be practical would I 
guess, be the inclusion of a second division. 1 
believe this is being considered by Soccer 
Australia. F 

Here I would revert to some of the pitfalls 
bought up by Tom Sermanni (also in the last 
ABSW issue) mostly being financial considera- 
tions particularly of country clubs in the second 
division. 

Timing is of the essence here, (on its introduc- 
tion) after more improvement to the current 


against 


Nerang, Qid. 
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league, which doesn’t include mass culling of 
regional clubs. Secondly, old teams could sneak 
in and unfurl their ethnic banner, to the determent 
of the league. 

My third and last point is the money accrued 
annually by the champion NSL club in the world 
club championships. On the outset it seems great 
but think about it. It could cause vast problems to 
the NSL as we now know it. Angie Postecoglou 
on “On The Ball (SBS) said it will be great for 
soccer,” 


—_. 


NATIONAL ‘ 


If one by one NSL teams would go to South 
America and collect $3.8 million dollars. As we 
know this scenario is highly unlikely. The proba- 
ble scenario is, as in life, the rich will get richer 
and the poor will get poorer. Meaning that the 
path of the National Soccer League is heading for 
self destruction, as a true representative league of 
Australia. 

I hate to sound like Karl Marx but Soccer 
‘Australia should take a fair proportion of the 
money allocated from FIFA to build a fair and 
amicable league, particularly helping and support- 
ing a viable second division, that will bring in the 
regions and smaller cities around the country. 

Soccer Australia could then promote the game; 
something that has never been truly done before 
and something that soccer badly needs. 

More matches could be organised to give the 
Socceroos better preparation for important inter- 
national events. The positives are endless. 1 am 
very surprised that Soccer Australia hasn't 
grasped the opportunity here. Or perhaps it is con- 
finuing its inept leadership. 

P.V. Gearing, 
Moonee Ponds. VIC 


Wolves tough man 
George Souris celebrated his 
30th birthday in New 
Zealand with a win against 
the Auckland Kingz. He was 
"the player of the year last 
| Season, a most consistent 
| marker in the side, Before 
joining the Wolves he had 


great success with 
Bankstown and Parramatta 
in the StateLeague. 

00 


On match days the 
Wolves open a new 
merchandise shop with 
plenty of souvenir items, 
club and dress shirts, shorts, 

balls, caps, ete., a focal 
point for the fans coming 
through Brandon Park gate. 
Director Mario Mastroianni 
said he had more interesting 
club items for sale soon. 
Perhaps a Wolves shop in 
town might attract more 
supporters and surely Mario 
has club merchandise on 
hand in his own Piccadilly 
shop. 

goo 

Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos is 
working hard at training to 
keep his players focused on 
the task ahead. Technical 
moves are practised again 


and again to achieve fluent 
play when going forward, 

Consistence is required if 
the Wolves are heading for a 
top position with the coach 
well aware of that. 


Former Wolves player 
Jock Morlando, who played 
eight seasons with the club, 
and his final years with 
local Premier league side 
Port Kembla, is retiring and 
has returned to his junior 
club Balgownie as player 
coach in the local first 
division, 

He is well known in the 
Illawarra for _his 
outstanding playing career, 
still loving the game to 
continue coaching. No doubt 
Jock will lift his old club to 
better days ahead. 

goo 

Soccer Ilawarra has 

announced a proposed 


FRASER PARK SC 


1ST DIVISION STATE LEAGUE 


TRIALS 2000 


For the YEAR 2000, we have been upgraded 
to 1st Div. We have first class facilities with a 
new grandstand, total returfed playing 
surface, also including artificial training pitch 
and licensed club at our Fraser Park 
headquarters, Marrickville. 


SUNDAY 
_ STH DECEMBER 


“GREENLEES PARK, CONCORD 
UNDER 18 & UNDER 21 — 
9.30AM - 


IST GRADE 
ENQUIRIES: 
TONY DUNN - 9204 2742 
STEVE LAWRENCE - 0409 667 858 


competition year 2000. The 
Corrimal leagues club 
knock-out, played since 
1962 and now going into the 
38th year, is to start on 
February 13th, the 
competitions in Premier 
League and first division are 
to start on March 11th until 
completion on August 5th. 
‘The grand final will be held 
on September 3rd, well 
completed the local soccer 
before Sydney Olympic 
games commence. 
Q00 

Mr Reliable is Wolves 
sweeper Robbie Stanton, a 
former youth international, 
played with Sydney United 
and Marconi before signing 
with the Wolves three years 
ago. He has played in the 
NSL for 10 years in more 
than 300 games. At 27 he is 
the present Wolves form- 
player and believes the 
Wolves have a very solid 
side this year, capable of 
achieving @ top spot. 


Another former State 
league player is David 
Huxley, a product of 
Parramatta. Known as a 
defensive midfielder, he is 
only 23 with a good future 
providing he can avoid 
injuries. 

Two years ago he 
suffered a severe knee injury 
forcing him out of the game 
for over six months. Full 
credit to him for coming 
back strongly and regaining 
his fitness. Huxley has 
established himself well in 
the Wolves starting line-up. 


The new Wolves 
Merchandise shop at 
Brandon Park has created 
curious interest from the 
fans. Club director Mario 
Mastroianni is quite proud 
of the new shop with plenty 
of interesting club items at 
hand. It has become a focal 
point for the fans coming 
through the gate. 

00 


A nice friendly gesture by 
Wolves Chairman Doug 
Symes was the presentation 
of a gift to Gippsland’s 
socceroo Mehmet Durakovic 
for his 250th game in the 
NSL, appreciated by the 
spectators and players alike. 


ABSW (3 


KNIGHTS KEEPER MAKES HISTORY 


UNGEST NSL GOALKEEPERS — 


DEBUT AT 716 
YEARS AND ~ 
7553 DAYS 


November 2] makes 


By Richard Kreider i 

A him one day older than 
t Perth Oval when former Adelaide 
recently Force ‘keeper Steve 
Melbourne Niscoli made his 

Knights’ fill-in debut. 
goalkeeper Adam The youngest ever 
Hrehoresin became NSL goalkeeper was 
only the third David Miller, who kept 
youngest NSL_ the sticks for Adelaide 


Sharks in February 
1981 aged just 15 
years and 325 days. 


goalkeeper to have 
ever played in the 
national league. 
Hrehoresin, aged 16 
years and 155 days on 


LICENCED 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
SPANISH TAPAS 
GREEK SPECIALTIES 


Grand Re-opening on 


Wednesday 8th 
December from 7pm 


In our New Licenced Location at 
21 Glebe Doint Road, Glebe 


Liue Eutertatument 


Book now for Christmas and 
New Years lve 


PH 9660 7614 FAX 9660 6351 
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PARRAMATTA POWER 41 | ADELAIDE FORCE GIPPSLAND FALCONS BRISBANE STRIKERS 5 
SYDNEY UNITED 4 | AUCKLAND KINGZ 3 | NORTHERN SPIRIT SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 
By do Eonomos by Alen by Danian Tied By clon Dai 


he Parramatta Power v Sydney United clash last 

Friday night at the Parramatta Stadium, ended 
thost thankfully in a peaceful 1-1 draw without any 
single trace of anticipated violence that the general 
media had speculated and over promoted on during the 
week, 

However the Parramatta Power officials had wisely 
nevertheless trebled their security staff, most in undercover 
attire with all surveillance cameras scanning the Stadium. 

Despite referee Eddie Lennie dishing out no less than 10 
yellow cards plus a red in the 76th minute to United's 
central marker Vince Savocca (second yellow) for a crude 
tackle on the Power's flying marksman Joel Griffiths, the 
match was anything but violent, but certainly very 
competitive. 

Following a scoreless first session, play generally 
stepped up a gear or two in the second half as the Power 17 
minutes after the break drew first blood through 30-year- 
old right midfielder Steve Berry. 

‘A’John Gibson comer slung in from the left saw Berry 
inexplicably undetected, rise on his own inside the six yard 
box to power his header into the target. Berry was totally 
‘unchallenged, something that United's coach and former 
World Cup steel defender David Ratcliffe, would be far 
from pleased with. 

But within six minutes, United had “balanced the ‘books’ 
at the other end through mobile right midfielder Tommy 
Pondelja 

United's right wingback Kain Rastall, released the 
flying Pondeljak down the right. Pondeljak veered infield 
to coldly but also delicately, chip the Power's towering 
goalkeeper Andrew Crews on the first post who had 
already gone down to spread himself in defence. 

Pondeljak as early as in the 13th minute, was unlucky 
when he rifled just wide of the left upright a low drive from 
a metre outside the box, but two minutes later the Power's 
John Gibson and Joel Griffiths combined to set up Berry 
‘who slammed a first timed shot also just wide of the target. 

In the second half the industrious, Pondeljak set up 
midfielder Aytec Gene who drilled his low drive well on 
target, But he was magnificently denied on ‘the floor’ by 
the Power's towering and fully stretched goalkeeper 
Andrew Crews. . 

‘The blond gangling Crews had three minutes before the 
break again spread himself well to stave off a hot left- 
footed shot from Matthew Zec, and with a minute left to 
‘drinks’ Crews again blocked out United, this time Mario 
Jermen who had raced onto a nice diagonal ball from Zee 
fired into the Power's box. 

Right on the hour mark, the Power's lethal striker 
Griffiths clipped the cross-bar with a frightening rising 
rocketting drive from the left corner edge of the box. 

‘The windy conditions played havoc with the ball, but 
surprisingly, both teams in the second half mostly refused 


xX intimidating Haka, a goal right on half-time 


Fos two consecutive losses, the Gippsland 
and a dramatic last gasp penalty, provided 


Falcons came back in style to give Sydney 
exciting, unexpected highlights as new chums Kingz | glamour side Northern Spirit a 2-0 drubbing at 
shattered the Force’s unbeaten home record. Mobil Park on Saturday. Rea tight 

Sadly, for the home fans, what was not unexpected Brilliant striking midfielder and newcomer Igor | ""7, Ae : 
was the continuing failure of the Force to convert Mandic got their names on the scoresheet as the Falcons, SUS 


simple scoring chances into goals. - 


: a : ave a dazzling display in front of their home crowd. by man of the 
That fact brought a chilling post-match confession othe Gippstanders ad to win in order not to allow a | midfielder David 
from Socceroo striker Damian Mori. “I was | gap to develop on the ladder and a keep in touch with | Foster continu 
disappointed with myself. Thad three good chances and } the leaders, 
I didn’t take them. T didn’t do my job tonight.” Tn an attempt to remedy the poor goalscoring situation 
Force coach Zoran Matic put the match trend into | of recent performances, coach Jeff Hopkins played with 
perspective when he said, “They put in a 10 for hard | three strikers and in order not to compromise the 
work. We were two, maybe three.” defence, Doug Marcina had to play a crucial defensive 


time the team which played the best football snared the 
honors. 

‘The pre-match Haka, performed by a group of local 
Maoris, was ignored by the Force players as they 
blithely continued their warm-up. 

But, some type of hex must have stuck because the 
Force lost the services of talented Korean Dongi Ki Kim 
through injury after 37 minutes. 

‘And despite forcing six corners to one from the 
Kingz, the home team’s lack of punch in front of goals 


were routinely taken by Falcons keeper Bojo Jevdjevic. 
Likewise, on the other end of the grount Juan Nilo and 
John Hutchinson managed to test Spi goalie John 


of goals.” 


touch football 


Perosh. 
‘At the 18th Clayton Bell was on target with a 
was soul destroying. thumping shot from 30 metres, forcing Perosh into a 
‘The Kingz suffered more with their hard running | strong save. 
style foreing Aaran Lines and Chey Bunce off through "The Falcons hit the front at the 21st minute when | starting line-up 
injury. Robbie Puca, from a free-kick some 32 metres out made | Brisbane, broke 
Verse came with the loss of goalkeeper Mike Utting | the perfect strike. His low leftfoot drive found its way | minute when he 
seconds before half-time when the Kiwi international} /"'P the left side of the net. 


- Five minutes later, the Home side extended its lead 
landed awkwardly as he strove to save a flying header x Q : 
from Force striker Claudio Pelosi. - following a centre clearance by Mehmed Durakovic 


i johi i ted 
Marcus Stergiopoulos proved more than an eimai which was taken by John Hutchinson who attempted a 


home. 


penalty slotted in by Mori, up the crumbs and scored. Postecoglou 
New Zealand international and former Marconi In the excitement, Mandic overcelebrated according | later he was al: 
striker Fred de Jong to the referee and his name went into the book. The | “little bit upset” 
set the Force sweetness of celebrations turned into bitternes when at 
rocking on their the 56th minute, in his baptismal game, the tall striker 
heels with a got his marching orders from referee Con Diomis for a 
thumping header as second bookable offence. 
he rose to connect With a ee eae ue aN had Se 
A ‘ A recompose and change their style of play. Hopkins ty le 
es wee tip the defence and midfield, with only Nilo upfront South Melbourne 


Middleby. 
Pelosi’s teplying 


Micallef. 


was no surprise that late in the match, the coach gave Fullback Nick 
him a rest and opted for the taller Brian Macnicol to | the match with a 


the goal but had no 
complaints with 
Sydney referee Simon 


Brisbane Strikers emerged as genuine premiership 
contenders after humiliating reigning champions 
South Melbourne 5-1 at Suncorp Stadium on 


who in the process created a club 


who played most of the second half with only 10 men record nine match unbeaten run, were spearheaded 


match Paul Foster and rookie 
Pilic. 
ed his goal scoring spree averaging 


a goal a game with a hat-trick while Pilic scored a 
double in his debut national league season. 

The defeat left South Melbourne stranded mid- 
table and coach Angie Postecoglou somewhat 


it doesn’t always happen inthe World Game, but tis | midfield role, which he carried out to the letter. perplexed with the his side's current form slump. 


The game began with the Northerners skills and In contrast coach John Kosmina was all smiles, 
holding the ball better. The Falcons, on the other hand particularly with 
‘were more aggressive and made more attacking moves. 

The early stages of the game were played mainly in J is that we didn’t 
the midfield with only a few speculative attempts at | said. 


Foster's performance. 


“The difference between this year and last season 


have a finisher last year,” Kosmina 


fal" Adam Guifth and Michael Cunico’s early shots | “He (Foster) has got a good head on him in font 


South Melbourne played attractive one and two 


in the opening half and clearly 


dominated the homeside until a disastrous lapse in 
concentration in the final two minutes. 
Foster, who couldn't make Northern Spirit's 


last season before he headed to 
the scoreless deadlock in the 44th 
combined with Peter Grierson in a 


one-two on the edge of the box before side footing 


South Melbourne was livid with the opening goal, 


chip over the out coming Perosh who fumbled the ball, which the visitors 
custodian as he kept a clean sheet, apart from the ate, | touch by Nilo and Mandi, ‘in his first NSL. game picked appealed for off-side. 


said 
so a 
with 


If conceding the shock goal wasn't bad enough for ’ 


then Pilic’s goal less than a minute 


Although Nilo was one of the Falcons best on the day, it | Tater tore out their hearts. 


Meredith, who left the field late in 
cartilage injury, floated a cross from 


to play i Mat, eleting to take “Route One’ with their long header from a great § replace him in the crucial central striker role. deep on the sideline over the head of Nick Orie for 
passes. ae Bi young Nick 7 ‘As expected Northern Spirit went on an all out attack, | Pilic to drive home for a 2-0 lead at the break. 

The Power's coach David Mitchell tried to pull the Sabljak brought a > ‘but didn’t really appear to worry the determined Falcons, n embe 5; f 

game out ofthe fire in he 7th minute when he unleashed. | dream time levller : ‘who were briliant in counter attack. The second half was an embarrassment for The 


visitors as they 


his pacey game-breaker Danny Townsend to work the left Siscplne 


line, The highly mobile and courageous Townsend did 
heaps once on, by cutting deep incisions through United's 
fines, but he lacked the support from his midfielders in the 
last third, 

Best performers for the Power were easily goalkeeper 
Crews, twin strikers Griffiths and Angelucci and 
Townsend, whilst United’s best were Pondeljak, central 
midfielder Nahuel Arrarte and left midfielder Joe Moric. 

Parramatta Power's coach David Mitchell later 
laconically lamented: “This could have been a reality check 
that maybe we are not as good as we thought we were after 
two straight wins. Griffiths will be out for at least wo 
weeks (shoulder injury), but it was a disappointing game 
and we only deserved a draw as their Jate runs into the box 
caused us troubles. My players were flat and didn’t have 
the spark like we had over the past two weeks. T thought 
Crews (goalkeeper) was our best player,” Mitchell ended. 

Meanwhile United’s surly coach David Ratcliffe, calmly 
reflected: “I always thought that the first 10 weeks would 
be the hardest for us (being a newly built side) but was 
happy overall but not with the sloppy goal we conceded. 

"We had a lot of defending to do on set pieces but we're 
competitive. There were too many yellow cards (10) for a 
game’ that wasn't nasty, but in the first half we had two or 
even three good chances (to score), Jermen (Mario) when 
he came on did well and Pondeljak (Tommy) in his nineth 
game scored his first goal. 

Maybe now he’s broken the ice. Arrarte (Nahuel) on 
Tuesday (today) will go in for a knee operation to clean up 
his cartliage. Being down a man for 15 minutes seemed a 
Jong time, but I felt we came back well after they (the 
Power) scored. 

‘As far as animosity between these two sets of players, 
there isn’t any. think this only comes from other areas. 


seconds before. the ‘There was some danger for approximately five 
break. minutes midway through the second half when the 

Stuart Riddle reimposed a puzzle for the Force three Falcons were reduced to nine men. Due to the “blood 
minutes after the restart when he burst through the rule” Hutchinson had to leave the field to receive 
middle of the Force defence, rounded goalkeeper Vilson ne 
Knezevic and shoved the ball into a vacant net. | 

‘The best was yet to come as Chris Jackson fired a 
thundering 35-metre-drive past 2 helpless Knezevic to 
stretch Force’s sick statistics to just one win from nine 
games. 

Stergiopoulos looked assured and accomplished in 
goal, but even before he took over from utting, the ex- 


through Luke Casserly, Abbas Saad and substitute David | in January when 


game and every attempt by the Northerners was driven 
back. 


Th the final minutes, the Falcons almost made it three fight 


Kingz goalline. through and sent a “cannon” which forced Perosh to from Pilic, 
Levent Osman did likewise from another attempt by | draw upon all his skills for an outstretched save. The final nail 
Mod in the 68th minute but it was Osman's goalkeeping | ,, At the end of the game, the Falcons coach Jeff | coffin in the 67 
wictation in the final minute when he handled to prevent | Hopkins in @ proud, but typically modest manner stated 
a goal that brought his dismissal in the form of a red 
card from referee Gerry Connolly. 

Osman will miss this week's clash with Gippstand 
Falcons, while Force striker Pelosi will be absent 


‘was an impo‘tant game and the lads worked very hard. Melbourne goal. 

“Even in the second half, with one man down We | Kosmina, who 
played well. They put an all out atack which didn't |, orosentatives 
Teave us much choice but to play only one up,” the coach pie 


Olympic. * kick. “We spent a lot of time working on set pieces and textbook stuff. 
Pelosi collected his fourth booking ofthe season for a | free kicks and it worked,” added the coach, 

foolish foul on Harry Ngata. ‘| Northern Spirit coach and normally very 
On the credit side, Force will celebrate the retum approachable former Australian international Graham 


‘bum against the Kingz. his team’s performance was not acceptable. 


“But [don't 
““They were just not good enough,” he declared. eis 


squad. 
“T've got to sti 


Jost all sense of composure and 


Foster stretched the Strikers’ lead to 3-0 in the 
52nd minute scoring off a low cross into the 
goalmouth from Peter Dwyer, 

To their credit, Spirit made some valiant attempts South Melbourne, who has their season interrupted 


they travel to Brazil to contest the 


Seal, Tony Perinich’s shot at the 65th beat Jejdevic but } world championships, pegged a goal back in the 57th 


Marcina managed to clear the ball off the line. The | minute from striker Michael Curcija after a mix-up in 
Falcons, however, were playing the perfect 10 men | the Strikers defence. 


However, the Strikers halted any hopes of a 
tack in the 64th minute when Foster landed his 


Sydney United player cleared a shot from Mori off the } when Macnicol, with three players around him broke ninth goal of the season heading home a perfect cross 


was driven in South Melbourne's 
th minute when midfielder Wade 


Baldwin put Pilic through a gap into the box to slot 
that the extra man in attack paid off. “We knew that this | home past a seething Milan ‘Udvaracz in the South 


will soon haye Australian Under 17 
Wayne Shroj and Jade North to 


through suspension when Adelaide faces Sydney also paid tribute to Robbie Puca’s finish from the free- consider for selection rated his team’s goals as 


Kosmina will now have a welcomed selection 
headache with the two Joeys’ return but hinted the 
youngsters may have to force their way into the side. 
from suspension of captain Alex Tobin and Aurelio ‘Arnold was too upset to speak to reporters after the “They'll be handy to have back and will give us 
Vidmar, who agonisingly watched their eam crash and | EEE: ‘iis assistant, Ian Crook, however, declared that | more depth,” Kosmina said. 


want to upset the balance of the 


ick by these gu 
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YOUNGSTER SET FOR RETURN 


By Greg Danvers 


Nite Breakers’ midfielder Greg Owens 


is hopeful of a return to NSL football 
against Brisbane Strikers on Friday night. 

Coach Lee Sterrey believes the Parramatta Power 
match is more likely. 

Owens was injured in the match against Auckland 
Kingz on Friday October 22 when he collided with 
defender Che Bunce and was carried from the field 
on a stretcher, 

His first thoughts were that his season was over 
but by the following Monday hid left knee was in a 
brace and the time on the sideline estimated at four 
weeks. 

An aggravation soon after the resumption of 
running added several more weeks and a second 
opinion from Dr Merv Cross, after seeing Dr Neil 
Halpin, was given a clearance to resume full training 
last week. 

“L received a clearance from (Doctor) Neil Halpin 
to go back to full training and I will have to see how 
it (the knee) goes,” Greg Owens said, 

“T can’t wait to get back into it, but I don’t think T 
will start in first grade. 

“T'd like to be back for the home game against 
Brisbane but it is up to Lee (Sterrey) what he wants 
todo, If he wants me to play first grade I will. 

“T would like to play one game in youth to see how 
it goes.” 

Breakers coach Lee Sterrey, while knowing the 


Greg Owens: Comeback. 
return of such a talented player would add to his 
squad, is not about to sacrifice the youngster. 
“Results don’t come into rushing a kid back,” Lee 
Sterrey said of Greg Owens retum to training. 


“To start with he has got to get some slalom 
running going so he can go to a marker, check and 


“We are just going to make sure we are doing it 
right. 

“Normally big type central defenders you would 
have them come back 
through second grade but 
blokes like Greg 
(Owens) that don't put an 
ounce of fat on just need 
to open up their lungs # 
you can bring back in 4 
first grade. 

“T can’t see him back 
before the Parramatta game; more likely at home 
against Perth.” 

A return to first grade against Perth would ignite 
the memory banks of last year when Owens scored 
two screamers for the Breakers to win 3-2 against the 
Glory at Breakers Stadium. 


www.huntersportsdesk.com.au 

The premier web site for Sport in the Hunter 
Valley owned and edited by GREG DANVERS. 

The huntersportsdesk covers sport in the 
Hunter Valley and includes an extensive 


Newcastle Breakers section along with coverage 
of the Newcastle Knights. The aim is to provide 
all sport in the Hunter with an electronic news 
service. 


‘Representative Honours: sNewcastie Rep, 
ae 2 years; Northern 1 year,” 
x Hunter regi ‘2 years 
NSL Games: 20 at the beginning of | 
ae «1999/2000 season 
Major Injuries: Left Knee 
Ambitions: To play first grade ee 
file Pies of Newca! tle Breakers 


Souvenir Programme available from the 
ey Joint ne eG Stadiun 


COSMOS BOAST UNSUNG HERO 


‘ost Canberra Cosmos supporters 

would be puzzled if asked to name 

the balding man in his 60’s who has 
become a regular fixture on the bench this 
season, 

Tn fact, while most of the accolades for the 
club’s revival in 1999-00 are going to head 
coach Tom Sermanni, no-one at the Cosmos, 
least of all Sermanni himself, is underestimating 
the part played by this still relatively obscure 
staff member. 

Harry Wardle was involved in top class 
soccer before virtually anyone else at the club 
was born, but for many years he was lost to the 
code as he helped train the nation’s top 
weightlifters at the Australian Institute of Sport. 


When that program was axed, he used his 
talents as a general strength and conditioning 
coach, assisting all athletes at the AIS, 
including Ron Smith’s soccer team, ‘Harry’s 
Gym’ became something of a legend on the 
campus, 

But tragedy struck the quietly-spoken 
Englishman last year when his wife lost a long 
battle against cancer. 

“Thad taken sick leave to be with her...in fact 


T really was ill,” he says. “It was exhaustion 
from the strain and emotion of it all.” 
He decided he wasn’t going back to full-time 


work, but when Sermanni, an old AIS 


colleague, took over at the Cosmos at the 


Adritat 


Harry Wardle: Secret success. 


. we try and relate to what happens in a 


beginning of the year, Wardle couldn’t resist 


offering his services. 


“At first it was just for a couple of sessions 
weight training in the gym each week, but the 
responsibilities just grew and this season it’s 


been more or less full on,” he says. 


Early pre-season training was almost all 


weights and agility, and even when the 
field work became dominant, Wardle was 
still playing a key role. 

“It’s important to keep training 
interesting, and sometimes the head coach 
gets so involved he loses all sense of 
time,” Wardle says. 

“T have an in-built sense for when 
players are getting tired of something and I 
give Tom a nudge to go on toa new 


Marriage and a young family brought an end 
to thoughts of a professional career “although I 
kept playing until I was 35”, he said, 

Now the former weightlifting coach is 
revelling in the return to active soccer duty — 
and hoping to hoist the Cosmos right into the 
finals race. 


SMYRNIS & CO 


Solicitors and Public Notary 


exercise. 
“All the work we do — everything — 


game. It helps no end if the players can 
link what they are doing at training to 
situations they experience on the field. 

“We have been getting a good response. 
Last season players made all sorts of 
excuses to miss training — they were 
injured or sick or something. 

Now the absentee rate has dropped right 
away. 

“Previously, the weight training was 
haphazard. Many of the players didn’t 
know anything of the benefits it can 
produce, and those who had an idea were 
often doing the wrong kind of work.” 

In the 1950s Wardle was on the staff of 
English clubs Oldham Athletic and Bury, 
then played with and against some of the 
best British players of that era while doing 
National Service. 

“One of the things I remember was the 
tedium of endless laps round the ground at 
training sessions,” he says. “For some 
coaches, that’s still the way to go.” 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your ee. 
Club/Team? 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew. Smyrnis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract maiters. 


© Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


Smyrnis & Co - Solicitors 


@ 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 

Tel: (02) 9552 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


@ Ast Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 

Tel: (02) 9522 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


2 


MARCONI STALLIONS 1 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 0 


Ihe Marconi Stallions last Sunday night at the Marconi 

Stadium galloped two places up the League ladder and into 
Joint-second barrier, when a penalty struck in the 12th minute, 
proved enough to defeat a defiant Wollongong Wolves 1-0, 

Marconi’s international constructive striker Kris Trajanovski, 
brilliantly busted clear and into Wollongong’s box, but central 
marker George Souris pulled him back forcing the referee Brett 
Hugo to flash the yellow card and immediately point to the penalty 
spot. 

‘Trajanovski, relishing the rewarded chance, grabbed the ball, 
placed it on the spot, and promptly slammed it tightly into the 
bottom right corner to lift Marconi into the lead and to their 
ultimate victory, 

For Marconi it was sheer hard work as they were reduced (0 
nine field players from the 58th minute when diminutive midfielder 
Christian Care was ted carded for a second yellow offence. Referee 
Hugo had booked Care for ‘diving’, 

‘The first session ended in a lustrless affair, with only one other 
‘chance falling to Wollongong, and that was in the 24th minute, 

Following a free kick which import striker Stuart Young 
volleyed into Marconi’s six-yard box, Fijian intemational striker 
Esala Masi headed just over the horizontal, 

Wollongong, whose game strategy is based on almost non-stop 
and highly mobile counter atiacking, were denied any opportunity 
(o click into their pacey rhythm as they were being chocked in 
midfield, 

Marconi’s midfield trio of Care, Brad Maloney and Vlado Zoric 
plus wingbacks Danny Tnvincible and Brendan Renaud, constantly 
pushing in, congested Wollongong's style, 

Once Care was sent off, Marconi’s coach Eddie Kricevic pulled 
striker Trajanovski back into the ‘gear-box line’ leaving halftime 
substitute striker Francis Awaritefe a lone role upfront to hold up 
the bull 

‘This Awaritefe executed exceptionally well, despite not having 
played all season to date through a damaged left knee, 

Three minutes after the break, gangling Fijian striker Masi 
almost levelled the seoreline when he blasted towards the first post 
and well on target, but Marconi’s clastic 18-year-old goalkeeper 
Michael Turnbull, brilliantly deflected the missile around his 
upright for a comer, 

‘The longer the match went on, the harder Marconi worked as a 
unit (0 hold out a three pronged frustrated Wollongong attack-line. 
Here Marconi’s twin markers, Chad Gibson and Mike Smith were 
supreme, gallantly galvanised by thei later defender Buddy Farah, 

The Wollongong skipper Matt Horsley who notoriously 
supplies the Wolves’ bulk of crosses, was neutralised by Marconi’s 
efiant left wingback Brendan Renaud, 

However 17 minutes from fulltime Horsley did manage to slip 
‘away and veer into the box. Horsley let fly with a vicious on-target 
rocket that zeroed for the top right comer, but he watched in horror 
8 Marconi’s teenaged flying custodian Turnbull and fully 


* stretched, smacked the missile with his outstretched left glove for a 


‘world class and match winning save. 

With nine minutes left on the clock, the Marconi coach released 
yet another teenager, this time 17-year-old Fijian Youth 
international Josaia Junior Sauturaga, 

Full of pace and power, the most energetic and athletic Junior, 
swiftly flew into action, heavily relishing in linking up with 
Awaritefe, Showing no nerves on his debut, Junior hungrily darted 
everywhere in support, and the experienced Awaritefe encouraged 
the young Fijian by feeding a few good balls he fired in to him 
from the flank. = 

Five minutes left and Marconi almost doubled their slender 
scoreline as right wingback Danny Invincible fired in from the right 
1 cross which his skipper Maloney deflected on target but was 
denied joy by the right upright. 

Best for Marconi Were Turnbull, Farah, Smith, Trajanovski and 
Zoric whilst Wollongong's best were sweeper Robbie Stanton, 
stopper David Cervinski and front runner Masi, 

Marconi boss Eddie Krncevic summed up: "Michael 
(goalkeeper Turnbull) is a wonderful 18-year-old talent and it has 
‘not gone to his head. Despite his young age he is able to command 
his defence, Junior (the 17-year-old Fijian Olympic international) is 
‘another exciting talent with great potential. As far as Christian's 
(Care's) red card, well I didn't think he deserved a second yellow 
‘card, It was always going to be a hard game and I knew they would 
try to pull us out and hit us on the break. It was a good result and 
now we arc-equal second with Olympic, I pulled Traja 
(Trajanoyski) back into the midfield after Care was sent off,” ended 
Kincevic. 

Meanwhile, Wollongong’s coach Nick Theodorakopaulos, 
reflected: “T was disappointed with the end result like any other 
coach would be as we started well by trying to get it wide. I 
thought Marconi’s Turnbull and Farah did exceptionally well for 
them but we didn’t dominate even though we had more shots than 
them on goal. We have now conceded in our last four games three 
goals all penalties 

“It Was a free flowing game but nothing that really counted. I 
don’t need to over-coach them as we seemed a bit flat. Renaud held 
out Horsley well but you have to take the good with the bad. I 
thought George (Souris) in the penalty incident should have been 
sent off,” the Wollongong coach confessed in the end. 


CANBERRA COSMOS 1 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 2 
By Graham Cooke 


mer Canberra Cosmos midfielder Paul ‘P.J.” 

Roberts may be exhibiting the same impeccable 

sense of timing off the field, as he once did for the 
club on it. 

Having turned down a National Soccer League 
contract during the winter in favour of trying his luck in 
the Northern Hemisphere, he is now ready to return after 
trials with a number of clubs in England and Europe. 

At the precise moment when the Cosmos are running 
into trouble with form and suspensions, 

A fortnight ago Cosmos coach Tom Sermanni was 
saying that Roberts — and anyone else seeking a berth 
with the club — would probably have to wait until next 
season. 

But speaking 24 hours after Canberra’s 2-I-home loss 
to the Newcastle Breakers last Friday night — their third 
blank run at Bruce Stadium in six games — Sermanni, 
ever the pragmatist, was modifying his stance. 

“P.J. cannot expect to walk into the team,” he said. 
“But if he is prepared to show me he is better than those 
who are already there, or has the patience to wait for an 
opening, then he is welcome to return.” 

Roberts is expected back in Canberra during the 
week, and it is just possible he may be available for this 
Friday night’s match with Carlton in Melbourne. 

Definitely missing from that game will be striker 
Michael Musitano, who became the fourth Cosmos 
player to be given his marching orders in six games 
when he was dismissed for elbowing Breakers’ Glenn 
Moore shortly after half time, 

‘The Cosmos played their best football in the first half 
hour and deserved a 24th minute lead, established by 
Jason Polak in his first goal for the club. 

Benefiting from an excellent feed from Gabriel 
Gonzalez, Polak struck the ball hard and accurately into 
the corner of the net from his position just inside the 
penalty box. 

Although the home side appeared to be losing their 
grip on the game, things might have well been different 
if Newcastle had not struck back at the psychologically 
damaging moment just before half time — a goal in 
which veteran Andrew Harper showed all his wiles, and 
which left some question marks against the judgement 
of goalkeeper Grant Barlow. 

Barlow was half-hearted in an attempt to beat Harper 
to the ball, allowing the striker a clear view of the empty 
net for his header. 

‘Newcastle's winner, 
by this time against 10 
men, came through a 
header from John 
Buonavoglia in the 
59th minute. 
Buonavoglia is a small 
man, and should never 
have been allowed to 
have his way in the air 
so close to goal. 

In the end the 
Breakers deserved to 
take the points as the 
more organised, disciplined side that may well be 
working its way towards a top-six place this season. 
Canberra's own aspirations in this area will depend on a 
considerable improvement from this sorry baseline. 

Sermanni hopes to have both Danny Burt and Nick 
Purdue back from injury for the game against Carlton - 
the second time Canberra has faced this opponent in 
Melbourne in less than a month. . 

“It's the vagaries of this draw we have had foisted upon 
us at the beginning of the season...J have not heard a single 
coach who has had a good word to say about it, even those 
‘whose clubs have so-called easy games,” he said, . 

“I don’t believe any coaches were consulted on the 
changes to the draw after Adelaide Sharks withdrew. It's 
about time the coaches were acknowledged as part of the 
‘management structure of this league, rather than goofs in 
tracksuits who take team training.” 


Tom Sermanni 
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MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 2 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 1 


By Bert van Bedaf 


van Kelic was again the hero for the Melbourne 

Knights, who came from behind to defeat Sydney 
Olympic 2-1 at Sunshine in an action-packed second 
half in front of an enthusiastic 5000-plus crowd. 

The prolific striker also netted twice in round 7 when 
the Knights beat Newcastle 3-0 at home. 

Tt was the Knights’ third victory this season under 
three different coaches, Joe Biskic, Mark Talajic and 
now Vanis have each registered a win. 

It was a poor show by near-top Olympic, who should 
have eamed at least a point against the lowly Knights, 
who remain in second place. The Knights have climbed 
off the bottom to third last. 

Both teams had a player sent off after the break and 
Olympic also had Scott Thomas stretchered off with a 
knee injury after a tough tackle by Paul Urlovic in the 
84th minute. 

Referee Derek Rugg first sent off Chris Zoricich for 
his second yellow in the 89th minute (first yellow in the 
80th minute) and then gave Paul Urlovic his marching 
orders four minutes into injury time for his second 
bookable offence (first yellow arrived after only six 
minutes), 

In charge for the first time, Knights coach Vlado 
Vanis put the blowtorch to the Knights bellies and they 
responded accordingly. “I told them 1 don’t want nice 
boys, I want animals from now on. They are going to be 
like animals at home to fight and win,” Vanis declared, 
hoarse from a tense second half and a long hard week on 
the training pitch. 

Olympic coach Branko Culina wasn’t happy but 
remained philosophical 
about the defeat, 

“When you lose, you 
have to be disappointed. 
We were —_ looking 
comfortable without being 
sensational,” Culina said. 
“But we have no excuses, 

“If you're going to be a 
top side you have to beat 
teams like the Melbourne 
Knights. We weren't 
defending well and we paid 
the price, Maybe we aren’t as good as we think we are, 
or as people say we are,” he said. 

The first chance fell to Olympic from a Pablo 
Cardozo free-kick after 26 minutes. Cardozo’s 30-metre 
shot sailed into the Knights goal mouth, where Lindsay 
Wilson headed it homebound. But Knights ‘keeper 
Martin John, back from illness last week, parried the ball 
with a reflex save. 

‘The Knights responded with their first attempt three 
minutes from halftime. Dragi Nastevski found Paul 
Urlovic with a freekick, but the New Zealand striker’s 
header glanced wide of the far post in a uneventful first 
half. 

‘Apart from the two chances, there were few shots 
towards goal, but none on target. Cardozo shot over the 
bar in the 19th minute, while Jason Vukadin aimed wide 
in the 36th minute for the Knights. 

Cardozo found his range in the 58th minute, but John 
got a hand to his low shot before the ball was cleared. 

But it was the Argentinian-born wizard Gabriel 
Mendez, a former Olyroo, who provided the 
breakthrough after 61 minutes. His clever throughpass 
put Scott Thomas free in the box with only John to beat 
and the defender struck the net. 

The Knights bounced back four minutes later with a 
devastating burst. 

Captain Ante Kovacevic led the charge blasting on 
target from close range. = 

Bouhoutsos got a hand to the ball, but Kelic slotted 
the equaliser home on the rebound. 

The popular spearhead turned match winner in the 
‘73rd minute after Urlovic made a brilliant run on goal, 
Bouhoutsos dived at his feet but failed fo get a firm grip 
on the ball and Urlovic freéd it. Kelic jumped on the 
Toose ball and rebounded it home for the winning goal. 


Ivan Kelic 


PERTH GLORY 4 
CARLTON SC 2 
By Richard Kreider 


th Glory produced one of it’s finest performances 

last Sunday at Perth Oval when it defeated Carlton 

4-2 after having played with a man short for much of the 

game and for the second time in as many weeks, teenage 

sensation Ivan Ergic was on fire netting a double and 
again the goals were of the highest quality. 

The emphatic win enabled the Perth side to jump to 
fourth place on goal difference, on the NSL standings, 

“We have now scored 10 goals in the:last two games 
which means we are back in the hunt,” said Glory coach 
Berd Stange. His side is now the leading scorers with 20 
after nine rounds of the competition, 

“Carlton are the second best team in the competition and 
for us to have won so well shows we are very close to our 
peak. It was a good game for the fans, although it is a pity 
there was only 11,000 here,” Stange said, 

“We didn’t deserve to get anything from the game 
today,” said an irate Carlton coach Stuart Munro who 
expressed his disappointment to his charges behind closed 
doors after the match. 

“T spent all week drumming into my players how good 
Glory’s midfield is and especially not to allow Ergic to play 
his strong running game, but what happens, he scores in the 
opening minutes. It was the most disappointing Carlton has 
played since I took over, a 

I can’t find any positives from the game at all,” said 
Munro, 

Right from when the visitors kicked off toward the Hill 
end, the match was played at a hectic pace, despite being 
played in hot conditions, Glory found themselves a goal up 
after just four minutes when Con Boutsianis centred off the 
left to Ergic on the front of the Carlton box, 

The young striker left his marker in his wake by cleverly 
swivelling on the ball before running goalwards and 
steering the ball home past Dean Anast right hand, 

Glory’s new signing Jason Petkovic had a nervous debut 
and will be the first to admit he was mostly to blame for 
Carlton’s equalising goal after half-an-hour, when a 
searching centre from Craig Deans was headed tamely into 
the net by John Markovski. 

Both Deans and Markoyski would have taken extra 
delight from the goal since they were both Glory players 
last season and the local fans were singling them out with 
their chanting. 

‘The Perth side suffered a set-back eight minutes before 
the interval when Wehrman reveived a second yellow card 
from referee Wayne Dade as a result of a clumsy tackle- 
from-behind on Andrew Marth. To make matters worse, 
Petkovic's jitters resurfaced in the 42nd minute when he 
rushed out of his area to intercept a menacing centre and 
missed the ball completely. 

Andrew Packer had the goal at his mercy but his shot 
sailed well wide of the target from the edge of the box. It 
proved a costly miss for the flank runner, since he was 
replaced by Archie Thompson for the second half. 

Moments later at the other end, Ergic came close to 
putting away a Scott Miller cross but Anastasiadis made an 
excellent save, low to his left. 

The former AIS striker made no mistake in the S2nd 
minute when he headed a Boutsianis comer into the net at 
the front post. 

But Carlton drew level once more two minutes later 
when a David Terminello free-kick was headed goalwards 
by Archie Thomson; Petkovic made a superb reflex save but 
Alex Moriera pounced on the loose ball and headed home. 

Unperturbed, Glory regained the lead in the 64th minute 
when Miller was the first to react to a Boutsianis ball and 
powered the ball home off the driving body of Anastasiadis, 

A pitch invading female streaker decided to celebrate in 
her own special way by cartwheeling near the centre circle 
before being escorted away by almost a dozen burly 
security guards, 

Bobby Despotovski, who had been sidelined for three 
weeks with a bruised ankle, replaced an exhausted Ergic in 
the 70th minute and was only in the action two minutes 
before he carved out Glory's fourth goal of the game. 

Boutsianis collected his classy through ball, rounded the 
‘keeper and centred accurately to Alistair Edwards who was 
given the easiest of tap-ins. Carlton’s blues worsened three 
minutes further on when substitute Mike Conroy, who had 
only been in the game nine minutes, was shown a red card 
for tripping Gareth Naven. 

Glory go into next week’s away clash with Sydney 
United minus not only Wehrman but also Troy Halpin who 
collected a fourth yellow card for the season. 

Another match-winner for Glory was Hamilton Thorp 
who came in for the suspended Jamie Harnwell. His 
backline presence grew stronger as the game went on. 
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TOWARDS SYDNEY 2000 


st ta 
| Biggest Achievement to date: "Representing 
~ Australia | 
A (Italy) 


| Fa —— i 
fav rite Band/Singer: 


party 
body « living, dead, fact or fiction - - who do 
you invite? Mariah Carey. 


Q: You are an unknown quanti- 
ty as far as many Australian soccer 
supporters are concerned — so 
WHO IS NICK RIZZO? 


A; I don’t know — who is he?? No 
really, I'm a 20-year-old footballer 
who plays club football with Crystal 
Palace, and before that, had two fan- 
tastic years with Liverpool. 

I grew up in the Eastern Suburbs of 
Sydney and played my junior football 
with Sydney Olympic, which helped 
me on my way to. representing 
Australia, via the Under-17s. 

I was picked up by Liverpool after 
sending them a couple of tapes of me 
in action — they invited me for a trial 
and I was with them for 2 years in 
first the reserves, and then the first 
team squad before I moved on to 
Crystal Palace. 

The last time Australian fans 
would have seen me in action was in 
the three-match series win over 
Brazil in March 1998 — and I scored 
a goal! 


Q: You’ve been away from home 
for a long time — what do you miss 
most? 


A: Yes, I've been away for 3 years 
now, and taking into account that my 
family is with me a lot of the time, I'd 
have to say the weather — nothing 
beats Sydney weather!! 


Q: How do you think Sydney 
2000 could change your life? 


As If things go to plan and we play 
as well as we can, and of course I 
play as well as I'm capable of play- 
ing, then anything-can happen. We'd 
be naive to think that the whole 
world, including football scouts 
won't be watching, and at 20, I’ve got 
some big ambitions, so there's always 
the prospect of moving to a bigger 
club in Europe, which in turn would 
make me a bigger personality in 
Australia, which is very important to 
me. 


Q: Why will the Olyroos per- 
form well at Sydney 2000? 


A: We have an incredible amount 
of good, young players coming out of 
Australia at the moment. and Raul 
(Blanco) has the pick of them in his 
Olyroos squad. 

‘We’ ve shown in the friendlies that 
we've played so far that we can 
match it with top quality opposition, 
and there’s no reason to think we 
can’t take that form into the Games. 


Olyroo file #5 
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Nick Rizzo: Honour to play for Australia, 
Q: What motivates you? A; Let’s start with the most impor- 


A: Thoughts of the future and 
what it could hold for me. 


Q: What inspires you? 


A: . Other footballers doing 
extremely well and being successful, 
because they are in a way, a stepping 
stone to my own aspirations. 


Q: How would you describe 
yourself as a player, and where 
(and why) do you fit into the 
Olyroo Squad? 


A: I’m an attacking midfield play- 
ef who is good on the ball and quite 
quick. OK, I may not be the best 
defensively, but I make up for it up 
front with some goals here and there! 


Q: What does the chance of 
being part of the Australian 
Olympic Football Team mean to 


you? 


tant part — that it’s always an honour 
to play for your country. Add to that 
that Sydney is my home town, and it 
would be very much a plus to play in 
front of my family and friends who 
haven’t seen me for a while, 

So the chance of being part of this 
team means a lot to me, as playing for 
my country is always going to be one 
of my greatest achievements. 


Q: What do you think are the 
‘pros and the cons’ of fighting for 
selection while playing in England? 


A: At this stage of things, I know 
that Raul is aware of how I'm play- 
ing, so, as long as I’m playing, and 
playing well. I don’t think there is a 
pro or a con as to where it is. 

But looking at it another way, the 
positives of being selected are that 
you get to come back to Australia 
more often than you normally would, 
while the negative I suppose, is that 
you miss games in England, which 


NICK RIZZO 


can lead to you losing your spot, but 
I suppose that’s what we're all up 
against, and a part of the big picture. 


Q: Is there a particular 
Olympian who inspires you, and 
why? 


A: Kieran Perkins (swimmer) — 
swimming is such a singular sport as 
opposed to what I do, and particular- 
ly the mental stamina he must haye, 
to achieve what he has, is incredible. 


Q: Is there any particular team 
that you are looking forward to 
facing at the Olympic Games, and 
why? 


A: To tell the truth, it doesn’t real- 
ly make a difference to me, Being a 
footballer, you take every game virtu- 
ally the same way because you can’t 
prepare for one game and not anoth- 
er. Physically, you have to be ready 
for anyone, whether its Vanuatu or 
Brazil, and anyone who's qualified 
for the Olympics is going to be a 
tough prospect. 


Q: Being so far away, you are 
not directly involved in all the 
Games build-up and hype which is 
happening in Australia; are you 
kept in touch with it in any way 
shape or form, and do you feel a 
part of it yet, or not? 


A: I do feel a part of it, and that’s 
a combination of being involved with 
the Olyroo Squad, and being on the 
internet, 

I'm kept in touch with everything 
going on football wise in Australia by 
e-mail, so 1 know exactly what's hap- 
pening and who's playing, so while 
I'm far away, 1 still feel a part of 
Australian football. 

T also read the Australian newspa- 
pers every day on the internet, so | 
know exactly what's happening in 
Australia, including the Games build- 
up, at any given time. 


Q: And your final words.for the 
Australian public? 


A: Make sure you come down and 
watch the Games as we take on the 
world, and stick by us because we're 
going to be successful. 


Feature courtesy of Soccer 
Australia media depart- 
ment. 


Already profiled 
Brett Emerton, Steven 
Laybutt, Lucas Neill and 
Michael Curcija, 


“We have an incredible amount of good 
young players coming out of Australia.” 
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NOT PICTURED: Adam Snyder, Dean Culina, Paul Henderson, Paul W: 


Robbie Slater (captain) David Seal Mark Rudan Matthew Lai 


John Per 


Phillip Moss Ryan Griffiths Simon Caia 
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FRIDAY 26 NOVEMBER + 
AG IPAES 6or)siee ate ate 
(Mrdja 48) 
Parramatta Power . 
(scorers unavailable) 


aD 


oe 


SATURDAY 27 NOVEMBER 
Sydney United Colts . 0 


Marconi Stallions 
(Karl 19, 37, 67, 85, Mondello 85) 
QAS. ... 4 
(Bonato 13, Drake 17, McKay 51, 
Morley 73) 

AL Seancnentnonn 
(Bajurin 10) 


SUNDAY 28 NOVEMBER 
Sydney Olympic Academy ....1 
(Sarmonikas 70) 


Nat 


Newcastle Breakers ..........« 3, 
(Rufo 35, Mansley 70, Johnson 89) 
Sydney United ........0000- 0 0 
NS.WIS... 


(Martin 15, ey 67, Avaness 89 
pen) 

Wollongong Wolves ........-. 2 
(Aldridge 34, Dimech 48) 
Newcastle Breakers Colts ..... . 2 


(Provost 43, Campbell 90) 


Northern Spirit . 
(Monie 23, Culina 


Sydney Olympic . 4 
(Chahine 2, 73, Pisano 29, Bivian 
61) 


Marconi Stallions .. ~ Wollongong Wolves .....02++++ 
* ‘Bye - Northern Spirit Colts 
Parramatta Power 8 7 11028 4 2 
ALS. Cree are et 
Sydney Olympic Reape jesapenie WheS. “17 
QAS. See Searles 2 2.26 WO 16; 
Northern Spirit Tok Seaheet Pol 13;< 7! 16 
Newcastle Breakers Os OS AmeIS© 14 13 
Marconi Stallions 7, 4 003105 13. 12 
ACTAS, |e cite wn bare amy aad Wl 
NS.W.LS. Toe Sete tet ASF 10 
Sydney Olympic Academy Tae 3 0 tear ee 26 “9 
Northern Spirit Colts 6 a2, elem bie. 8? 8 
Wollongong Wolves 7 SQ eee ia 1A 7. 
Sydney United 6. 2 see ie 15.7 
Newcastle Breakers Colts 9 1 10 7 10 2 6 
Marconi Stallions Colts 1) chang ee rae Bigs 19) °5 
Sydney United Colts 100” eS OR lie 23:- “5. 
Wollongong Wolves Colts i 0 cite co. 23). 2 


onal Youth League 


NORTHERN DIVISION (RO 


he Newcastle Breakers travelled to Canberra on Friday night 

and came away with a convincing 3-1 win over the A.C.T.A.S. 

After a slow start to the season the Breakers have steadily 
worked their way up the ladder. 

Joshua Rufo opened the scoring for the visitors in the 35th minute but 
Antony Mrdja levelled for the hosts after 48 minutes. The Breakers 
sealed the result with goals in the 70th minute to Chad Mansley and a 
last minute strike by Mitchell Johnson. 

‘At the Sydney United Sports Centre last Saturday the N.S.W.LS. 
recorded a 3-0 result over the Sydney United Colts. 

The Institute have battled the last few weeks without the services of 
their coach Kelly Cross who has been on National team duty in New 
Zealand with the Joeys. : 

The goalscorers for the N.S.W.I.S. were Tallan Martin after 15 
minutes, David Camey in the 67th minute and an 89th minute penalty to 
Ayaness. 

In Brisbane the Q.A.S. continued their fine form defeating the 
Newcastle Breakers Colts by 4-2. The Queenslanders led 2-0 after 17 
minutes through Ian Bonato and Lawrence Drake. Alex Provost reduced 
the deficit just before half-time for the visitors. 

Soon after the break the two-goal lead was restored by Matthew 
McKay. The fourth by Morley sealed the win but an injury time goal to 
Mitchell Campbell for the Breakers ended the action. 

Similarly to the N.S.W.LS., the A.LS. have found life without their 
head coach Steve O’Connor a little difficult. The Institute has struggled 
without the setvices of their Joey’s over the past month. The loss of 
Wayhe Shroj, voted by some in New Zealand as the player of the 
tournament, Jade North, Lucas Pantelis and Joshua Kennedy has tested 
the depth of the reigning champions. 

The Northern Spirit Youth achieved what no other team has in the 
past three years last Saturday night when they defeated the A.LS. at the 
A.LS, Soccer Field by 2-1. 

The Institute led after 10 minutes courtesy of a Tommy Bajurin strike 
but James Monie equalised for the Spirit in the 23rd minute. After the 
break the A.LS. were reduced to 10 men when Dustin Wells was sent off 
for his second bookable offence. Things went from bad to worse a 
minute later for the hosts when Wes Bryett was dismissed for a 
dangerous tackle. 

‘The Spirit took advantage and handed the A.LS. their first home loss 
in over three years when Dean Culina scored in the 80th minute. 

Sunday’s matches saw Sydney Olympic defeat their Academy at 
Wentworth Park. The 4-1 result could have been anything if the Youth 
team strikers had been on song. The scorers for the Youth were Ali 


UND 9) 


Chahine, who bagged a double, and singles to Damian Pisano and Peter 
Biviano, Anthony Sarmonikas scored for the Academy. 

The late game at Marconi Stadium ended with the Marconi Stallions 
securing a resounding 5-2 victory over the Wollongong Wolves. ‘The 
hero for the Stallions was undoubtedly Harry Karl. Karl has found it 
difficult to break into the first team this season but his four goals may 
soon change that. He broke'the deadlock in the 19th minute and also 
struck in the 37th, 67th and 85th minutes. Anthony Mondello scored for 
the Stallions after 36 minutes. For the Wolves, David Aldridge and Paul 
Dimech found the net. 

The Parramatta Power beat Sydney United by 2-0 last Friday night 
and the Marconi Stallions Colts recorded an emphatic 5-1 win over the 
Wollongong Wolves Colts, 


FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 1999 
Newcastle Breakers v Q.A.S, (Breakers Stadium - 5.15pm) 
Wollongong Wolves v Sydney Olympic Academy (Brandon Park - 


5.00pm) 
NS.W.LS v A.C.T.A.S. (Valentine Park - 7.00pm) 


SATURDAY 4 DECEMBER 1999 
Marconi Stallions v Northern Spirit (Marconi Stadium - 4.00pm) 
Sydney Olympic v Sydney United Colts 
(Belmore Sports Ground - 4.30pm) 
Newcastle Breakers Colts v Q.A.S. (Breakers Stadium - 5.00pm) 
ALLS. v Northem Spirit Colts (AIS Soccer Field - 7.00pm) 


SUNDAY 5 DECEMBER 1999 
Sydney Olympic Academy y A.I.S. (Wentworth Park - 4.00pm) 
Newcastle Breakers Colts v Parramatta Power 
(Breakers Stadium - 5.00pm) 
Sydney United y Wollongong Wolves Colts 
(Sydney United Sports Centre - TBA) 


Bye - Marconi Stallions Colts 


LEADING SCORERS a 
‘Elias Demourtzidis = AL Ae ee 
Rassell Miner QUA Si ae : iss 
Daniel Kukucka Parramatta Power 6 
Damian Pisano Sydney Olympic 6) 
Kevo Gulesserian ALS, : 5 
Franco Parisi Sydney Olympic Academy "4 


Saturday 27 November 1999 
VIS 


Evan Papadopoulos) 


seed «Albury Wodonga . 
(Naum Sekulovski, Ray Sekulovski, 


SOUTHERN DIVISION CROUND 6) 


Preston Lions ... 0, South Dandenong........++ 1 
(Scorer not available) 
Gippsland Falcons .....++++ «1 ..Melbourne Knights Academy0 
(Sandy Robertson) 
Sunday 28 November 1999 
Melbourne Knights .......++4 
Bulleen Inter ......+++-+++0+« . 
(Ryan Ollerton, Xhezair, Sulemani, (Robert Carmingiani) 
Adam Cureija, Luigi Gullaci, 
Michael Marinelli) 
South Melbourne v Bye 
Team PW D L FAP 
Carlton 6 6 0.0 2 218 
VIS. 5 SB 00) 50-15 
Bulleen Inter Kings 5 a 0 ts 1566-12 
Melbourne Knights 6 Seale 2). 25.0140: 
Gippsland Falcons S37 sO sede eee 13-0 
South Dandenong 5 frag Ph ep Bek 
South Melbourne 4 2 0-2: ASG <6 
Fawkner Blues 5 ee Gye AUN 
Albury Wodonga 6 0 ipeiegegenet 
Melbourne Knights Academy 5 O Op SrSea SS) 
Preston Lions 6 o 0 6 1 300 
ROUND 7 


VIS v Fawkner Blues Albury Wodonga, (Grange Reserve, 4 pm) 
Gippsland Falcons v Melbourne Knights, (Falcons Stadium, 4 pm) 
Sunday 5 December 1999 
South Melbourne v Preston Lions (Bob Jane Stadium, 3 30 pm) 
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Bulleen Inter v South Dandenong, (Mahoneys Reserve, 4 pm) 
Melbourne Knights Academy v Albury Wodonga, 
(Knights Stadium, 4 pm) 
Carlton v Bye 
By Roy Hay 
arlton beat Melbourne Knights by 2-0 in the match of the round 
( in the Southern Division at Knights Stadium last Sunday. Hot and 
windy conditions greeted the players and all were glad of the 
water breaks half way through each period of play. 

Carmelo Impiombato should have given the Knights a lead in the 20th 
minute when he went clean through but under pressure from keeper 
Steve Tilovski he scuffed his shot wide. 

‘Ace Stojcevski came closest for Carlton with a shot just outside the 
post, and the first half ended goalless. Impiombato had another one-on- 
‘one with the keeper but could not beat him and it was Carlton which 
finally broke through in 74 minutes. 

‘Angelo Motsiopoulos made ground down the left and his cross took 
out the defence leaving Stojcevski with a relatively simple finish. The 
Knights seemed to have broken through four minutes later only to be 
pulled back for offside but with two minutes of regulation time 


‘ remaining Substitute Deniz Ekici ran through a static and square 


Knights’ backline fora good second goal. 

‘Anthony Pelikan playing deeper than usual had a good first half for 
the Knights, while Lance Plunkett and Ivan Gelemanovic tried hard to 
turn defence into attack. Nick Tolios and Serdar Pir did likewise for 
Carlton. 

Bulleen Inter overcame Fawkner Blues by 5-1 after 4 close fought 
first half which saw the home team only 2-1 in front. 

Fawker got a penalty inside the first minute but Bullen keeper 
Michael Theoklitos pulled off a brilliant save. Ryan Ollerton then put 
Bulleen in front in six minutes, but Fawkner had a stranglehold on 
midfield and equalised through Robert Carmingiani. Xhezair Sulemani 
made it 2-1 at the break. . 

Then Bulleen got firmly on top with further goals by Adam Curcija, 
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Luigi Gullaci and Michael Marinelli. Fawkner keeper Michael Viseconte 
was also in superb form and helped keep the score down as Bullen 
threatened to run riot. 

The Victorian Institute of Sport eventually came out on top of Albury 
Wodonga by 3-0 at Grange Reserve, Naum Sekulovski put the VIS in 
front in 32 minutes but it was deep into the second half before brother 
Ray Sekulovski added another goal in 77 minutes. 

Evan Papadopoulos made it three in 85 minutes. It is true that the VIS 
was the superior side, but once again Albury Wodonga battled away to 
the end. 

Gippsland Falcons scraped a 1-0 win over the Melbourne Knights 
‘Academy at Mobil Stadium. The only goal was a bizarre effort as Alan 
Paleka’s attempted clearance bounced off Sandy Robertson in 75 
minutes. 

The referee attributed the deflection to Igor Stojanac, but Derek 
Bailey from Gippsland said that Robertson, playing his first game for 
some time, was the player involved. 

Matthew McCarthy was once again outstanding in the Knights’ goal 
and is definitely a player to watch. Outfield Hrvoje Matkovic again 
caught the eye with some skilful work. 

South Dandenong beat Preston Lions by the only goal of the game. 

At time of writing the scorer was not available. 


LEADING SCORERS 
Anthony Pelikan Melbourne Knights 9 
Andrew Mashoian South Melbourne 8 
Josip Loncaric Melbourne Knights 5 
Angelo Motsiopoulos Carlton Bt 
‘David Martin Albury ~ Wodonga 4 
David Terek Carlton 4 
Adam Curcija Bulleen Inter 40 
Ace Stojcevski Carlton 40 
- Carmelo Impiombato Melbourne Knights x 


CR-V AWD FROM 


$29,950* 
DRIVEAWAY 


CIVIC CXi 3DR FROM | 


$19,950* 


DRIVEAWAY 


HIR-¥V 4WD From 


$21,950* 
DPRIVEAWAY! 


FREE AIR! SAVE $2000 
HR-V STD ONLY 


:BUSH 188 PARRAMATTA RD 9746 1444 |— 
SEBERY CNREPSOMAD & JOYNION AVES313 S833 | 
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*% SPECIAL FEATURE *x* 


There's nothing like a ... 


Bys Sharon Jackson* 


lectric, that’s what it was, the 

atmosphere at the Dubliner 

Bar, Brisbane earlier this 
month, It was the only venue in town 
showing the England/Scotland open- 
ing qualifier. 

Holding an England/Scotland match 
in an Irish bar seems a bit rich at first 
glance but the ‘capacity crowd was evi- 
dence the marketing people had done 
their homework. 

Top marks to the Sentana media 
satellite group who organized to show 
this at the right price, $20.00 each, It 
was a sell out with over 2000 phone 
calls received. 

Where was Fox with their exclusive 
(very expensive) broadcasts? Well, they 
missed out big time here. 

Looking around, | could see the blue 
shirts, kilts and tartan wigs of the Scots 
nestling closely at the bar with the 
white shirts of the English, Sean 
Connery would have been on a loser 
here. Accents abounded, as did the vari- 
‘ous club shirts, 

To see Arsenal shirts happily min- 
gling amongst Spurs would send any 
battle hardened policeman reaching for 
his hip flask and it was not long before 
the familiar spine-chilling chants began 
in earicst, 

In the build-up to the game, the pub 
had thoughtfully provided entertain- 
ment; a duo called The Waves. 

They bravely sang through their sets 


possibly playing to their biggest audi- 
ence ever but were constantly drowned 
out by the haunting “Flower of Scotland 
and Rule Britannia”. 

There was no segregation and no 
need as we sang with all the passion of 
the terraces for this latest meeting of the 
auld enemies. 

Had the air conditioning been on full 
blast, it would have been very easy to 
believe you were in Hampden on a 
Scottish autumn afternoon, 

Not since Euro 96, has this atmos- 
phere been tasted and we drank in it 
like thirsty caneworkers. It was tremen- 
dous, giving some a high that lasted 
well into the next day. Song and good 
cheer carried on as the Scots defence 
wayered and Scholes unleashed his 
magic. The only sign of trouble was a 
young Scot throwing his beer into a 
nearby English group. 

Remember this is now around 2am 
and the “ground” is still serving beer. It 
shows you these are real fans and are 
deserving of praise for this “the derby 
of all derbies.” 

Local derbies are the most eagerly 
awaited matches throughout the season. 
It brings out the best (and worst) in 
players and fans and gives us the most 
entertaining soccer to be found, Why 
should this be so? 

Why would anyone support Arsenal 
over Spurs? Or Liverpool over Everton. 
And bring such a passion to these par- 
ticular matches? 

Euro-derbies have their passion 
steeped in history from the Christmas 


ERBY DAY 


Day Truce in 1915 when they played a 
game in no-man’s land. But for local 
sides? 


A history of success is one reason for” 


Manchester United’s now global sup- 
port. A young fan travelled for three 
days across China to see them on their 
recent tour. $ 

Many people say it is because it was 
the first team their fathers took them to 
see but since when was Liverpool the 
most populous city in the world? 

Naturally, family plays a large part as 
does religion. Ask any Celtic or 
Rangers fan. People’s traditions die 
hard even in this era of change. 

A lot of us identify with the players, 
past and present. If you’re from 
Northern Ireland, George Best and if 
you’re black, Clyde Best. 

Then, of course, there’s the peer 
pressure of having to follow the current 
most successful team while secretly 
nurturing a love of Accrington-Stanley. 

This must come from our strong 
empathy with the underdog. Why else 
does Prince Harry support 
Middlesbrough. Still, he is known to be 
the joker of the pack. = 

But by far, it’s because we want to 
see our local side succeed-even if they 
are bottom of the third division. 

It’s instinctive to want your tribe to 
be the best and it’s always best when 
you beat the tribe from the next street. 

It explains the steadfastness"of the 
Manchester City fans against the domi- 
nation of United and the dogged sur- 
vival of the clubs in the lower divisions. 


Passions run high between the auld enemy. 
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English Heroes: David Beckham hugs David Seaman after qualifying for 
Euro 2000. 


thing and if not yourself, your team is 
the next best thing. Well, perhaps not 
synchronized swimming but you get the 
picture. 

Allegiance to a soccer club is for 
some a complex thing and for others, 
quite simple. For some, it’s not impor- 
tant at all. 

Rugby fans for example (obviously 
they can’t spell soccer). Some live and 
die for the game, replacing the religion 
and sometimes the family that showed 

‘the way. 

Whoever and why ever becomes aca- 
demic now. Days pass and familiar 
faces filter back into the Dubliner for 
the Wembley decider. Nearly two- 
thirds full, many had driven for over 
and hour for this and they still had to go 
to work. 


We all want to be the best at some- ” 


These are supporters and they soon 
began to make their presence heard in 
the time-honoured way. Quieter than 
the first match but with all of the feel- 
ing. 

‘As the game unfolds, the Scots glim- 
mer of hope begins to fade, stoic accep- 
tance written on the faces. 

The-English are quietly thrilled 
despite a loss on their hallowed ground. 
Either way, with people like these, soc- 
cer will always be the winner. 

You can keep the All-Blacks, the 
Wallabies and the synchronized swim- 
ming, give me a soccer derby anyday. 


Rates =, __, 


é 


, JUNIOR SOCCER FB 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A PHOTO OF YOUR 
SOCCER TEAM PUBLISHED IN AUSTRALIAN AND 
BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY. 

AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN THEIR 
PHOTOS TOO. 

SEND PHOTOS TO THE EDITOR, 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY, 
PO BOX 155, MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204. 

~ OR E-MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com | 
*All photos will be returned | 


FAMOUS PHOTOS 


Have you had your photo taken with someone famous | 
in soccer? Even if it happened years ago, you can have | 
the photo published in ABSW. Send photos to | 
| 


The Editor 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly 


P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 2204. |_| 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to | 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com. | 

*All photos will be returned 
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| SOCCER WOMAN 


By Janene Mar 


FULL-TIME FOOTBALLERS 


JUST HOW HARD DO AUSTRALIA’S BEST FEMALE 
FOOTBALLERS WORK AT THEIR GAME? 


he Matildas* 
program at the 
Australian 


Institute of Sport in 
Canberra is often 
described as a full-time 
training program, but 
you may have wondered 
just how much time do 
these players really put 
in. 

Traditionally soccer may 
not be regarded as a sport 
Where too many hard yards 


are cranked out, especially 


when you compare it to 
other sports like swimming 
or athletics, 


a 


You may think, how 
many hours can you spend 
kicking that little ball 
around? 

Well think again. These 
are the players working to 
compete at the very highest 
levels of the game, and 
after the World Cup, it was 
clearly apparent that there 
was still so much work to 
be done. 

Continual improvement 
is what is required, and yet 
every other nation is doing 
the same thing, so it then 
takes something extra to 
really grab that edge. 


Soccer is a sport one can 
never perfect, there is 
always so much more to 
learn, no matter what level 
you’ve reached. 

And there are so many 
different facets to the game 
of football — the fitness, 
the technique, the 
understanding, the team 
dynamics, the tactics, the 
decision-making — that’s 
what makes it such a 
wondrous thing. 

Since the AIS program 
recommenced in 
September under new 
National Coach Chris 


a 


MANLY WARRINGAH 


DOLPHINS 


WOMEN’S SUPER LEAGUE 2000 


‘The Dolphins have won promotion to the NSW Women's Super League 
(Under 21's and 1st Grade). 


Training/Trials will commence as follows: 


Wednesday 8 December 1999 
6.30 to 8.30pm (Passmore Reserve) 
Monday 13 December 1999 
6.30pm to 8.30pm (Mona Vale Beach) 
Wednesday 15 December 1999 


6.30 to 8.30pm (Passmore Reserve) 


Friday 17 December 1999 
6.30 to 8.30pm (Passmore Reserve) 


All enquiries to Michael Beckett 
(Head Coach) 0418-688-086 
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Tanzey, the commitment 
and sacrifices of the 
players has multiplied in 
working to a completely 
new training regime and 
schedule. 

Six days a week 
training, comprised of 
three full days and three 
mornings, meant there was 
little time for work or 
study, but the players soon 
realised that it had to be 
done if the goals were to 
be realised. 

Very few remain in the 
jobs they held previously, 
most grabbing what work 
they could with the 
assistance of the AIS 
career personnel, and 


juggling very tight 
budgets. 
Neither will the 


Christmas period be the 


traditional fare of family, 
food, and holiday fun. 

With the Australia Cup 
soon after, players will 
remain in Canberra and, 
come Boxing Day will be 
back out on the pitch, 

The players have been 
given a brief break this 
week, most travelling 
home to spend time with 
family and friends whilst 
they have the opportunity, 

But the buzz around the 
training pitch is alive, the 
players lapping up every 


new thing they are 
learning. 
Though tested and 


challenged with every 
Session, no-one wants to - 
miss a single thing. The 
passion engendered by 
Tanzey is just infectious. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
(ENGLAND) 


ARSENAL 2 DERBY 1 


rsenal had to come from behind to make sure of 
third place thanks to two goals from Thierry 
Henry, French international Henry twice got on the 
end of intelligent passes from Dutch midfielder Marc 
Overmars to score in the 11th and 50th minutes after 
Derby had gone ahead in the second minute through a 
Jow shot from striker Dean Sturridge. 
The London club are three points behind leaders 
Leeds, 


helsea have struggled in domestic football 
despite their good form in Europe. 
But Norwegian striker Tore Andre Flo side-footed 
home a corner from Gianfranco Zola in the 16th 
minute to earn three vital points. 


NEWCASTLE 2 TOTTENHAM 1 
Gus forward Temuri Ketsbaia gave the home 
side the lead in the fifth minute when he scram- 
bled the ball home, But Tottenham equalised just 
before halftime after,a weaving run down the right by 
Frenchman David Ginola, Ginola provided the per- 
fect cross for Chris Armstrong to stab the ball home. 
Newcastle scored the winner in the S8th minute 
when Greek defender Nikos Dabizas headed home a 
Nolberto Solano corner. 


LEEDS 1 SOUTHAMPTON 0 
| aS knew they needed three points to go top of 

the table but struggled to dominate and were 
extremely fortunate to win, 

‘They were under pressure from Southampton in a 
goalless first half, But in injury time Michael Bridges 
struck a fierce right-footed shot from the edge of the 
penalty area to put his side two points ahead of 
Manchester United at the top. 


COVENTRY 0 LEICESTER 1 
triker Emile Heskey struck Leicester's winner in 
the 60th minute when he tumed his marker well 

and blasted the ball home from the edge of the penal- 

ty area. Coventry, who have been in good form, piled 
on the pressure afterwards but could not score. 


EVERTON 0 ASTON VILLA 0 


illa manager John Gregory went into the game 

with his job in danger after his team's disap- 
pointing run but the away side managed to grab a 
point. The game was largely untidy with few 
goalscoring chances, 


M’BORO O WIMBLEDON 0 
Wee were not afraid to take on the home 

side but this was no classic. England interna- 
tional Paul Ince went close to striking a winner for 
Middlesbrough but it would have been an unfair vic- 
tory and the points were shared. 


WEST HAM 1 LIVERPOOL 0 


iverpool were without midfielder Jamie 
Redknapp — the son of West Ham manager 
Harry Redknapp — because of a knee injury. 

The away side also lost Czech midfielder Patrik 
Berger early in the first half through injury. There 
were few chances in the first half but the home side 
took the lead just before halftime when Trevor 
Sinclair pounced from close range. Liverpool worked 
hard after the break but the defeat ended their superb 
run of four wins in their previous five games. 


WATFORD 2 SUNDERLAND 3 


truggling Watford took a surprise lead in the 
fourth minute when Michel Ngonge volleyed 
home. Former Watford player Kevin Phillips had.a 
hand in the Sunderland equalizer in the 24th minute 
when his shot was deflected into the net by Robert 
Page: 
‘The goal was given as an own goal but Phillips got 
on the score sheet nine minutes later with a header. 


Juan Veron () & Edgar Davids (R): The Juventus-Lazio top-of-the-table clash 


ended goalless. 


fe. ABSW Si) 


ORLD =~—@" 


Sains 


Bum Pee 


Michael Bridges: His lone goal against Southampton put Leeds on top of the Premier League. 


Watford equalized with a penalty from Richard 
Johnson in the 49th but Gavin McCann darted into 
the area in the 70th to squeeze in the winner. Watford 
had Xavier Gravelaine sent off in the 90th minute for 
atackle, 


SERIE A 


(ITALY) 


CAGLIARI 2 BARI 3 


Cae first league win of the season looked 
‘odds on when Fabio Macellari and Daniele 
Berretta put them two-up inside the opening 23 min- 
utes. But Bari's Swedish striker Yksel Osmanovski 
struck twice to level the match before half-time. 

With four minutes left, Davide Olivarez completed 
the visitors comeback with a late winner, Cagliari's 
misery at suffering their first home defeat to Bari in 
42 years was compounded in the 90th when Fabian 
O'Neill was sent off. 


LAZIO O JUVENTUS O 


disappointing top of the table clash marked by 

the controversial sending off in the 86th minute 
of Lazio striker Simone Inzaghi, who had been on the 
pitch only a few minutes. 

Marcelo Salas missed Lazio's best chance in the 
16th minute while midfielder Gianluca Zambrotta 
could have grabbed a winner for Juve soon after the 
break. 


LECCE 2 VENEZIA 1 
WEEs looked set for their first win under man- 

ager Giuseppe Materazzi when Fabian Valtolina 
gave the visitors a 24th minute lead. 

But Cristiano Lucarelli levelled in the 59th and, 
with the Venetians down to 10-men after Sergio 
Volpi's 73rd minute dismissal. William Viali's 81st 
minute goal was enough to give the home side victo- 


ry. 


AC MILAN 2 PARMA 1 


iroat Zvonimir Boban gave Milan the perfect start 
‘with an eighth minute opener direct from a free- 
kick. 
Argentine Hernan Crespo levelled straight after the 
break only for Paolo"Maldini to restore Milan's lead 


in the 51st minute, Crespo had the chance to save 
Parma’s six-match unbeaten record when he stepped 
up to take a last minute penalty, but Sebastiano Rossi 
saved the spotkick. 


REGGINA 0 INTER MILAN 1 


| be had to wait until the dying minutes to clinch 
their first away win since winning at Torino in 
September. 

‘There were just two minutes remaining when sub- 
stitute Alvaro Recoba of Uruguay grabbed his second 
goal in successive matches, 


TORINO O PERUGIA 1 
P ia repeated their victory in a 1998 second 
ion promotion play-off against Torino thanks 
to defender Alessandro Calori’s 45th minute goal. It 
was the home side's first defeat in seven matches. 


UDINESE 0 AS ROMA 2 


arco Delvecchio single-handedly clinched 

Roma's first win at Udine since 1993, and their 
fourth away from the Olympic stadium this season, 
with two second-half goals. 

In the 73rd minute, the lanky striker punished 
slack defending in the Udine six-yard box to put 
Roma ahead. Then, with three minutes lefi, he added 
his sixth of the season by breaking clear from the 
halfway line, holding off the challenge of Marco 
Zanchi and beating Luigi Turci. 


FIORENTINA 0 BOLOGNA 0 


poe rarely looked like claiming their first 
away win since January, displaying little of the 
enterprise that accounted for Manchester United in 
the Champions League last week, relying on goal- 
keeper Francesco Toldo to deny Bologna a deserved 
win. 

‘Afer pulling off a string of fine first-half saves, the 
former Italy 'keeper blocked an injury-time shot from 
substitute Davide Fontolan who had the goal at his 
mercy. 


PIACENZA 1 VERONA 0 


rturo Di Napoli lifted perennial strugglers 
Piacenza out of the relegation area with a con- 
troversial 42nd minute penalty after striker Davide 
Dionigi fell to the ground shielding the ball from 
three defenders. 
It was the home side's first win in four matches. 
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UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE . 


NOVEMBER 23 
- Barcelona 
_ Litis Enrique 14 
0 Porto 2 
‘Dnilovic 77, Jardel 84 
SDAY, DECEMBER 8 
Vv. Hertha Berlin 
ov Sparta Prague 
NESDAY, MARCH 1 a 
V Porto oe 
LEM Sparta Prague fe 


Bordeaux (France) Ee 


Fiorentina (Italy) 
Manchester United (England) 
Valencia (Spain) 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
Fiorentina 2 Manchester Utd 0 
Batistuta 25, Balbo 52 
Valencia 3 Bordeaux ) 
Farinos 60, llie 66, 

Gonzalez 88 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
Bordeaux v_ Fiorentina 
Manchester Utd v Valencia 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 
Manchester Utd y Bordeaux 
Fiorentina v_ Valencia 


TUESDAY, MARCH 7 
Bordeaux Vv Manchester Utd 
Valencia Vv Fiorentina 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15 
Manchester Utd v Fiorentina 
Bordeaux « v_ Valencia 


TUESDAY, MARCH 21 
Fiorentina Vv Bordeaux 
Valencia Vv Manchester Utd 


Valencia 
Fiorentina 
Manchester Utd 
Bordeaux 


Bayern Munich (Germany) 
Dynamo Kiev (Ukraine) 
Real Madrid (Spain) 


Rosenborg Trondheim (Norway) 


_ WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
Dynamo Kiev 1_-Real Madrid 2 
Rebroy 85pen Morientes 17, Raul 48 
Rosenborg 4 Bayern Munich 4 
Skammelsud 47 Jancker 10 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER7 


- Relvoond v _ Dynamo Kiev: 


SE 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, 


Feyenoord (Netherlands) ” 
Olympique Marseille (France) 
Lazio (Italy) 

Chelsea (England) 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
Marseille 0 Lazio 2 
Stankovic 64, 
Conceicao 78 
Feyenoord 
Julio Cruz 90 


Chelsea 
Babayaro 45 
Tore Flo 67, 86 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
Feyenoord Vv Marseille 
Lazio v Chelsea 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
Lazio v_ Feyenoord 
Marseille v_ Chelsea 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 
Feyenoord Vv Lazio 
Chelsea Vv Marseille 


TUESDAY, MARCH 14 
Lazio v_ Marseille 
Feyenoord Vv Chelsea 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 
Marseille Vv Feyenoord 
Chelsea Vv Lazio 


Chelsea 
Lazio 
Marseille 
Feyenoord 


BSkyB CUTS STAKE IN MAN, UTD 


SkyB cut its stake in European 

champions Manchester United by 

1.13 percent to 9.99 percent last 
week to comply with rules laid down by the 
English Premier League on multi-club 
ownership. 

BSkyB, Rupert Murdoch’s television sub- 
scription satellite service, also owns a 9.1 per 
cent stake in premier league rivals Leeds 
United and earlier this month acquired a 9.9 
per cent stake in Manceshester City. 

City are currently top of the first division 
and on their recent form are favourites to 
regain their place in the top division of 
English soccer next season. 

Premier League rules forbid ownership of 
more than one club. 


To permit multiple holdings, an 
investor’s stake in each club 
must be less than 10 per- 
cent. 

The Premier League 
said it had turned 
down a request by 
Manchester United 
that BSkyB be 
allowed to retain its 
11.1 per cent holding. 

“We are firmly of the 
view that BSkyB should ~ 
not continue to hold a 11.1 
percent stake in Manchester 
United and must reduce this to 
below 10 percent,” Premier League Chief 


said in a statement. 


its stake 


BSkyB, which 


matches and used these rights 
its launchpad for growth in the 1990s, 


Executive Richard Scudamore © 


BSkyB said in August 
when it announced its 
purchase of the Leeds 
stake for 13.8 million 
pounds ($22.42 mil- 
lion) it would reduce 


Manchester United. 


40 percent owned by 

Rupert Murdoch’s News. 
Corp, has exclusive live 
TV rights to Premier League 


QUARTER FINALS 


First Leg — April 7 
Second Leg — April 19 


24 


SEMI-FINALS 


_ First Leg — May 3 
Second Leg — May 10 
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Some media analysts have said the stake- 
building in various Premier League clubs is 
an attempt by BSkyB to cement its position 
with Premier League clubs before the current 
TV contract expires in 2001. 

However BSkyB has said the stakes would 
not influence the league’s decision on UK 
television rights. 

BSkyB’s move in August to buy into Leeds 
follows a similar deal by rival media compa- 
ny Granada Group Ple in July, who agreed to 
buy a 9.9 percent stake in fellow Premier 
League club Liverpool for 22 million pounds. 

BSkyB was blocked by competition regula- 
tors earlier this year when it tried to take over 
Manchester United for 623.0 million pounds 
($1.01 billion). 


in 


is 


as 


FINAL 


Wednesday, May 24 
At Stade de France 


1 Brazil 69 
2 France 70 
3 €zech Republic a 
4 Spain 72 
5. Germany 7 
6 Croatia 74 
T= Argentina is 
= Norway 76 
9 Romania 77 
10. Mexico 78 
44 England 73 
12 italy 80= 
13 Yugoslavia 80= 
14 Denmark 82 
15 Portugal 82 
16 Sweden 84 
17 Netherlands 85 
18 Paraguay 86 
19 Russia 87 
20 Slovakia 87 
21 United States 89 
22 Chile 90 
23 Scotland = 
24= Morocco = 
24= Colombia 93 
26= Israel 
26= Austria 
28 Ukraine i 
29. Tunisia na 
30 Belgium. 98 
31 South Africa 99 
32 Poland 100 
33° Turkey 401 
84 Greece 102 
95 Zambia 103 
36 Republic of ireland 104 
37 Bulgaria 104 
38 Egypt 106 
39 Saudi Arabia 107 
40°” Trinidad & Tobago 108 
41. Korea Republic 109= 
42 Uruguay 109= 
= Slovenia 111 
43= Jamaica. 112 
45. Peru 113 
46 fran 114 
47 Hungary 115 
48 Iceland 116 
49 Switzerland 7 
$0 Lithuania 118 
51 — Ivory Coast 119 
62 Japan 120 
53. Angola 121 
64 Finland Vee 
$5 Ghana 123 
55 Cameroon ted 
57. Bolivia 125 
58 Cyprus 126 
59 CongoDA (Zaire) 127 
60 China PR 128= 
61 Latvia 128= 
62 Ecuador 130 
63. Thailand i 131 
| 84 FYR Macedonia. 132 
65 Georgia 133 
66. UAE. 134 
67 Kuwait 135 
68 Zimbabwe 136 


played yet do not appear i 


FIFA 


‘World Rankings 
(Valid until December 22) 
Br 8) Costa Rica 


Burkina Faso 
Guatemala 
Mali 

Estonia 
Bosnia-Herzegovina 
Gabon 

Cuba 
Honduras 
{rag 
Uzbekistan 
Northern Ireland 
Canada 
Nigeria 
Senegal 
Namibia 
AUSTRALIA 
Albania 
Armenia 
Algeria 

Togo 
Guinea 
Oman 

Qatar 
Moldova 
Wales 

El Salvador 
Belarus 
Indonesia 
Azerbaijan 
Mozambique 
Haiti 

New Zealand 
Congo 
Kenya 
Singapore 
Liberia 
Vietnam 
Syria 
Uganda 
Lebanon 
india 
Venezuela 
Faroe islands 
Malawi 
Barbados 
Jordan 
Malaysia 
Tajikistan 
Kazakhstan 
Mauritius 
Malia 

Sierra Leone 
Turkmenistan 
Grenada 
Luxembourg 
Hong Kong 
Tanzania 
Myanmar 
Liechtenstein 
Sudan 
Swaziland 
Burundi: 

Fi 

Bahrain 
telus: 
Bangladesh 


Tahiti 
Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 


StKitis & Nevis 
Libya 

Benin 

St VincenvGr 
Ethiopia 
Solomon Islands 
Panama 

Andorra 

San Marino 

Sti Lanka 
Dominica 

Saint Lucia 
Antigua & Barbuda 
Maldives 

Lesotho 

Gambia 

Laos 

Dominican Republic 
Nepal 

Yemen 

Cayman islands 
Mauritania 
Rwanda 
Kyrgyzstan 

Niger 

Surinam 

British Virgin Is. 
Bermuda 
Botswana 

Korea DPR 
Netherlands Antilles 
Eritrea 

Palestine 
Cambodia 
Guyana 
Guinea-Bissau 
Chinese Taipei 
Macao 

Cape Verde ts 
Tonga 

Samoa 
Philippines 
Pakistan 

180= Cook islands 
180= Papua New Guinea 
180= Chad 

183 Vanuatu 

184 Puerto Rico 

185 Brunei Darussalam 
186 Bahamas 

187= Belize 

187= Aruba 

189 Seychelles 

190 Nicaragua 

191. Central African Rep. 
192 US Virgin Islands 
193= Equatorial Guinea 
193= Djibouti 

195 Turks and Caicos 
islands 

Sao Tome e 
Principe 

197. Somalia 

198= Mongolia 

198= American Samoa 
200 Guam 

201= Montserrat 

201= Anguilla 


196 


in the table 


FRANZ IS SORRY 


Franz Beckenbauer: I'm sorry. 


Be: Munich presi- 

Be: Franz 

Beckenbauer apolo- 
gised to Norwegians last week, 
on the eve of a Champions 
League match against 
Rosenborg Trondheim, for 
once saying Rosenborg were 
not good enough to play 
Europe’s elite, 

He even tipped Rosenborg to 
win Champions League Group 
C, over last year’s finalists 
Bayern, Real Madrid and 
Dinamo Kiev. 

The German first division 
leaders have been hard hit by 
injuries including one to influ- 
ential playmaker Lothar 
Matthaus. 

“Please say sorry to the 
Norwegian people for me,” 


Beckenbauer told the daily 
Aftenposten when asked about a 
remark three years ago that 
Rosenborg had no place in a 
competition meant for Europe’s 
top clubs. 

(At that time) “Rosenborg 
were newcomers and we sat and 
joked about the team. Now it’s 
an established and good team,” 
said Beckenbauer, who cap- 
tained Germany to victory in the 
1974 World Cup which he won 
again as coach in 1990. 

Rosenborg won the 
Norwegian top division and 
domestic cup last month and 
have had Champions League 
victories since Beckenbauer’s 
sleight against teams including 
AC Milan, Real Madrid and 
Borussia Dortmund. 


BRAZIL COACH DIES 


llavio Costa, Brazil’s coach 

when they suffered one of 

their most humiliating 
defeats, has died, a hospital 
spokesman said. 

Costa, who was 93, won numerous 
titles as coach of Rio de Janeiro club 
Vasco da Gama but was better known 
for a match he lost. 

Costa was in charge of the Brazil 
team beaten 2-1 by Uruguay in the 
deciding match of the 1950 World 
Cup in Brazil. 

Jubilant Brazilians believed a win 
for their side to be a foregone conclu- 
sion and more than 200,000 fans 
gathered at the Maracana stadium to 
celebrate. 

But, despite taking an early sec- 
ond-half lead, Brazil were beaten, 


leaving the soccer-mad nation in the 
depths of despair. 

The game is still mentioned before 
present day meetings of the two 


countries. 

Brazil had routed other opponents 
with soccer which was ahead of its 
time, hammering 13 goals past 
Sweden and Spain in their previous 
two games, 

They needed only to draw with 
Uruguay to win the title. 

A spokesman for Rio de Janeiro’s 
Botafogo Policlinica hospital said last 
week that Costa died from illness last 
Monday. 

He was in charge of Brazil's team 
from 1944 to 1950 and again for a 
brief stint in 1956. 

Earlier this year he told the sports 
daily Lance: 

“Brazilians used to feel inferior in 
football but we changed this during 
my time.” 


15 MILLION LOS 


nglish premier league club 
Fite City announced 
last week it had made a 6.2 
million pounds ($15 million) loss in 
1998/99 despite a strong increase in 
revenue after a Wembley Cup final 
appearance. 
Turnover rose 24 percent to 23.8 


million pounds in the year to July 31, 
boosted by Leicester’s progress to the 
League Cup final where they were 
beaten 1-0 by Tottenham. 

However, player and football man- 
agement costs rose 49 percent to 12.5 
million pounds. 


OUT TILL NEXT YEAR 


eal Madrid’s Bodo Tlgner is 

expected to be out of action 

until at least the end of the 
year, club medical officials said last 
week. 

The German former international 
goalkeeper injured his right knee dur- 
ing a Champions League clash 
against Porto last month. 

The club said that they hope to 
have Illgner fit to play in the inaugur- 
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al world club. AER in-Beazil 
in January. 

Injury-prone Illgner also missed 
several games at the start of the 
Spanish season with a groin strain. 

The news means further defensive 
woes for Real Madrid, for whom 
Argentine international Albano 
Bizarri has been a less than convine- 
ing replacement between the posts. 
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EUROPEAN PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Raul Gonzalez: Real Madrid’s young star. 


AS 


Jardel: The Brazilian is a constant menace in the 
Portugese league. 


rganisers of the European 
Footballer of the Year have it 
is likely the winner will be 
announced on December 20. 
Manchester United’s David Beckham 
and Barcelona’s Rivaldo have emerged 
as clear favourites for the honour. 
The 50 contenders: 
Fabien Barthez (Monaco) France 
Mario Basler (Bayern Munich) 
Germany 
Gabriel Batistuta (Fiorentina) 


Argentina 

David Beckham (Manchester United) 
England 

Dennis Bergkamp (Arsenal) 
Netherlands 


Oliver Bierhoff (AC Milan) Germany 

Laurent Blane (Olympique Marseille, 
Inter Milan) France 

Gianluigi Buffon (Parma) Italy 

Andrei Shevchenko (Dynamo Kiev, 
AC Milan) Ukraine 

Alexander Shovkovski (Dynamo 
Kiev) Ukraine 

Claudio Lopez (Valencia) Argentina 

Andy Cole (Manchester United) 
England 

Hernan Crespo (Parma) Argentina 

Edgar Davids (Juventus) Netherlarids 

Frank de Boer (Ajax Amsterdam, 
Barcelona) Netherlands 

Marcel Deasailly (Chelsea) France 

Stefan Effenberg (Bayern Munich) 
Germany 

Elber (Bayern Munich) Brazil 

Luis Figo (Barcelona) Portugal 

‘Ryan Giggs (Manchester United) 
Wales 

David Ginola (Tottenham Hotspur) 
France 

Josep Guardiola (Barcelona) Spain 


Filippo Inzaghi (Juventus) Italy 

Jardel (Porto) Brazil 

Nwankwo Kanu (Arsenal) Nigeria 

Roy Keane (Manchester United) 
Treland 

Patrick Kluivert 
Netherlands 

Paolo Maldini (AC Milan) Italy 

Lothar Matthaeus (Bayern Munich) 
Germany 

Sinisa Mihajlovic (Lazio) Yugoslavia 

Fernando Morientes (Real Madrid) 
Spain 

Hidetoshi Nakata (Perugia) Japan 

Pavel Nedved (Lazio) Czech 
Republic 

Emmanuel Petit (Arsenal) France 

Gustavo Poyet (Chelsea) Uruguay 

Raul Gonzalez (Real Madrid) Spain 

Rivaldo (Barcelona) Brazil 

Roberto Carlos (Real Madrid) Brazil 

Ronaldo (Inter Milan) Brazil 

Marcelo Salas (Lazio) Chile 

Peter Schmeichel (Manchester 
United, Sporting Lisbon) Denmark 

Jaap Stam (Manchester United) 
Netherlands 

Lilain Thuram (Parma) France ~ 

Juan Sebastian Veron (Parma, Lazio) 
Argentina 

Christian Vieri (Lazio, Inter Milan) 
Ttaly 


(Barcelona) 


Sylvain Wiltord (Girondins 
Bordeaux) France 

Dwight Yorke (Manchester United) 
Trinidad and Tobago 


Zlatko Zahovic (Porto, Olympiakos) 
Slovenia 

Zinedine Zidane (Juventus) France 

Gianfranco Zola (Chelsea) Italy 


YERN LOSE MUNICH DER 


David Beckham (L): Clear favourite with Gabriel 
Batistuta (R): Also in the running. 


eague leaders Bayern 

Munich lost their 

first Munich derby 
for 22 years on the weekend 
when a spectacular late goal 
from Thomas Riedl clinched 
TSV 1860 Munich a 1-0 vic- 
tory. 

Ried] scored in the 85th 
minute with a 25-metre shot 
to give fifth-placed TSV a 
well-deserved victory in front 
of 69,000 fans in Munich's 
Olympic Stadium. 

But Bayern stayed top of 
the Bundesliga despite the 
result, their third defeat in 13 
matches this season. 

The Bavarians are two 
points ahead of Bayer 
Leverkusen who moyed into 


second after beating Arminia 
Bielefeld 2-1 away, their first 
win after five consecutive 
draws, 

Hertha Berlin fol- 
lowed up their 1-1 
draw against 
Barcelona in 
t h e 
Champion's 
League on 
Wednesday 
with a 3-2 vic- 
tory at VfL 
Wolfsburg. The 
Berlin side had to bat- 
tle back from behind. 

The defeat by TSV 1860 
was Bayern’s first loss in five 
matches. 

“Every defeat is disappoint- 


ing,” Bayern trainer Ottmar 
Hitzfeld said. “We were in 
control for 25 minutes but let 
ourselves get frustrated by 
. shots hitting the 
crossbar. 

“We didn't 
have any 
fight at the 
end. We 
have to 
analyse the 
mistakes.” 
TSV 1860 
Munich coach 
Werner Lorant was 
banned from the touchline by 
the league for insulting an 
assistant referee in a match 
last month. He watched from 
the stands. 
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“We finally won the derby 
—and quite deservedly,” said 
Lorant. “The team played 
very well.” 

TSV 1860 Munich had 
three good chances to go 
ahead in the middle of the 
first half and kept the pressure 
on throughout the second half 
before Riedl scored the win- 
ner. 

Paul. Agostino’s header hit 
the post in the 26th minute, 
Gerald Vanenburg’s free kick 
was saved by Germany “keep- 
er Oliver Kahn in the 27th 
minute and Agostino hit the 
crossbar again with a shot 
from 10 metres. 


rofessional league soccer is again in the 

doldrums in the United States with atten- 

dances falling and the’ game failing to 
make any significant impact despite optimism 
surrounding the U.S. national team. 

Major League Soccer (MLS), the top profes- 
sional U.S. league, struggled through its fourth 
season with attendances declining to average 
around the 14,000-mark despite numerous double- 
headers featuring international or Women’s World 
Cup games as a lure, 

“We are not satisfied,” said Don Garber, the 
MLS commissioner. 

“We simply have not captured enough of the 
millions of “soccer-inyolved” people in this coun- 
try.” 

Corporate sponsors are not flocking to MLS 
either, although the league did re-sign three key 
backers — Budweiser, Pepsi and Honda — to 
agreements of $2.5 million a year over the next 
four years. 

In some yenues, especially New York, atten- 
dance levels appeared ‘to be grossly inflated. 

MLS put the finishing touches on an all-but-for- 
gettable fourth season last week as D.C, United 
captured its third league title with a 2-0 victory 
over the Los Angeles Galaxy before a crowd of 
44,910 at Foxboro Stadium. 

A dour final aside, league officials took solace 
in the fact that the match was a near-sellout on a 
day featuring a full slate of National Football 
League games. 

A change in commissioners and a host of rules 
and structural changes were made in hopes of 
resuscitating the 12-team league. 

Garber, formerly the senior vice president of the 
NEL’s international division, was named MLS 
commissioner in August following the sacking of 
Doug Logan, the commissioner since the league's 
inception. 

“I believe in this game and the potential that it 
has to become an important part of the American 
professional sports scene,” Garber added. “No 
sport is better positioned to capitalise on a ‘new 
America’. 

Still, the level of play suffered this year as did 
MLS’s dismal television ratings. 

Constricted by a salary cap of $1,5 million per 
team, clubs are hard-pressed to field the best-pos- 
sible teams. 

The league’s entire budget would pale in com- 
parison to the salaries of a top-notch NBA basket- 
ball attacking trio or half of the New York 
Yankees’ infield. 

“This country is going through a demographic 
and technological revolution that is unrivaled in 
‘our nation’s history,” says Garber, adding that eth- 
nic diversity and gender equity “are changing the 
traditional rules by which we live, purchase prod- 
ucts and consume sports and entertainment.” 

MLS is pushing on with its strategy of mixing in 
big-name international players, most recently sign- 
ing German international Lothar Matthaus, who 
will join New York/New Jersey. Italian interna- 


AMERICAN SOCCER 
STILL STRUGGLING 


The United States national team in happier times. 


tional Giuseppe Bergomi is rumoured to be an 
MLS target. 

On the rules front, Garber said the league would 
do away with the tie-breaking shootouts it has 


employed since 1996 and would turn to the con- 


ventional international point system awarding 
three points for a victory and one point for a draw 
following two five-minute golden-goal overtimes. 

“We believe that one of our core strengths is 
that soccer is the most popular sport in the world,” 
said Garber. “By not playing in accordance with 
international rules, we're not fully capitalising on 
that core equity.” 

Referees will also keep time on the field and 
add injury time accordingly. The ieague had previ- 
ously used a stadium clock that counted down. 

The 2000 campaign will be shortened by nearly 
five weeks and the two, six-team conferences will 


“No sport is better positioned to 
capitalise on a ‘new America’. 


noe ae a 


SPORTSBOOK 
——— 


be divided into three, four-team conferences. The 
top eight teams qualify for tournament play. 
Teams continue to play a 32-match schedule: 

Large U.S. crowds for soccer are more com- 
monplace now, but only when associated with big 
events. 

The 1994 World Cup Finals drew the largest 
crowds in World Cup history and the healthy 
attendance at this summer’s Women’s World Cup 
— which was won by the United States — sur- 
prised everyone, including organisers who at first 
planned to hold games at high schools and college 
grounds instead of 60,000-seat venues. 

Still, there was no carryover to the MLS, which 
received only passing interest by the average 
American fan in a country where tens of millions 
play the sport. 
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—— WORLD — 


onaldo will probably be out of action 
R= three months after injuring his 

knee in a league match on November 
21, Inter Milan said. 

“We are awaiting the results of a further 
ultra-sound test which will determine how 
long he will be out for,” Inter spokesman 
Giuseppe Sapienza said. 

“His injury will take a minimum of one 
month to heal and further physiotherapy could 
mean that he is out for the next three months,” 
Sapienza added. 

Ronaldo caught his foot in a diyot in the 
rain-soaked San Siro pitch in the 58th minute 
of Inter’s 6-0 win over Lecce and limped off. 
Minutes earlier he had scored his side’s fifth 
goal from the penalty spot. 

fnitial ultra-sound tests revealed the 


INJURED AGAIN 


Brazilian player had twisted his right knee and 
had slightly torn the tendons in his leg and also 
in his knee. a 

Ronaldo has been hampered by knee 
injuries over the past two seasons and has 
never recaptured the breathtaking form he 
showed during his first season in Italy between 
1997-98. . 

The Brazilian played only 11 full matches 
for Inter last season and has appeared for a full 
90 minutes in only two of the club’s 10 games 
this term. 

He already had an operation on his right 
knee in 1996 when playing for PSV 
Eindhoven. Inter Milan have denied Italian 
press reports that he could face another opera- 
tion. 


= 4 © >" |BOSNICH MEETS 
aiciiaien BATISTUTA 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 
SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


BONANZA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


Fou will not be disapppocuted 


(02) 9660 5736 


| 
Uy 
| 
i 


HEAD OFFICE: 
15-17 Glebs Point Road, 
GLEBE NSW 2037 
PH: (02) 9660 5736 FAX: (02) 9692 0649 
BRANCH: 
236A Illawarra Road, 
MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204 

PH; (02) 9558 2202 

FAX: (02) 9559 2551 


Fiorentina’s Argentine Gabriel Batistuta (L) smiles as Mark Bosnich of Manchester 
United looks dejected at the end of their Champions League group B soccer 
match at Artemio Franchi stadium in Florence on November 23. Fiorentina won 
2-0 with Batistuta getting on the scoresheet. 

For full results and tables see page 24. 
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KEANE TO STAY 
AT MAN UTD 


Roy Keane: In action recently against Derby. He is likely to stay with the Red Devils. 


oy Keane hinted last week 

he would sign a new long- 

term contract with 
European champions Manchester 
United despite being free to accept 
offers from abroad next northern 
summer. 

United skipper Keane told Greater 
Manchester Radio: “There’s a meet- 
ing scheduled next week between the 
club and my solicitor, so hopefully I 
will have some positive news then. 

“The talks are still at a delicate 


Stage bul, fingers crossed, I will have 
something positive to say.” 

Traian Serie A sides Lazio and 
Juventus as well as Spain's Real 
Madrid were all rumoured to be inter- 
ested in signing the Ireland midfield- 
er whose current deal runs out in 
June, 

Keane made a statement earlier 
this season claiming he would wait 
until next summer before deciding on 
his future, 

However, after pressure from 


United to begin negotiations on a new 
contract, Keane now seems ready to 
re-sign for the Old Trafford team. 

United are desperate to keep Keane 
and if a déal is not reached he could 
walk away from Old Trafford next 
summer without the club receiving a 
fee. 

At their annual meeting last week, 
United chairman Sir Roland Smith 
claimed the club would do everything 
in its power to hold on to their cap- 
tain. 


Israeli’s cleared 
in sex scandal 


he = Israel — Football 
Tint (IFA) has found 
no evidence that national 
team members cavorted with call 
girls on the eve of last month’s 
humiliating 5-0 Euro 2000 play-off 
defeat by Denmark. 
» “The failure against Denmark is 
sad, but any attempt to link the disap- 
pointment of a poor sporting perfor- 
mance with unsporting and immoral 
behaviour is without foundation, IFA 
chief Gavri Levy said in a statement. 
“The findings indicate that there is 
no evidence to the claims that nation- 
al team players partied with call girls 


and used drugs on the eve of the 
match with Denmark. 

“No breaches of discipline by any 
member of the squad necessitating 
action were uncovered.” 

An Israeli newspaper sparked a 
national furore and the subsequent 
investigation by the national govern- 
ing body with allegations that players 
had partied with call girls at the 
squad’s hotel ahead of the home leg. 

But Israel’s Sports Minister Matan 
Vilnai questioned the validity of the 
interim findings of the inquiry con- 
ducted by two private investigation 
firms. 


He said the investigation should 
have been carried out by an indepen- 
dent body. 

“Gone are the days in Israel when 
(public) institutions investigate them- 
selves and then publish their conclu- 
sions and put an end to the matter,” 
he said. 

“I will have to wait to hear the final 
report and then I'll draw my conclu- 
sions. I am very disturbed by the fact 
that the players refused to take a lie 
detector test — it raises doubts.” 

Israel lost the return leg in 
Copenhagen 3-0 and went out 8-0 on 
aggregate. 


Tuesday November 30 
Italian Serie A 

Optus Vision (ESPN) 
Spm - Tipm 


Toyota Cup 

Manchester Utd v 
Palmeiras (LIVE) 

One hour delay full replay 
Fox Sports 
Spm-11.30pm 


‘One hour delay full replay 
SBS TV : 


10pm - 12pm. 


‘Wednesday December 1 
Toyota Cup 

Manchester Utd v 
Palmeiras (Replay) 

Fox Sports 

12pm - 2.30pm 


English Premier League 
Show 

Fox Sports. 
7.30pm - 9pm 


‘European Soccer Show 
Optus Vision (C7 Sport 12) 
10pm -Iipm 


Thursday December 2 
Soccer Central 

Optus Vision (C7 Sport 12) 
Spm - 10pm 


Friday December 3 
English Premier League 
Fox Sports 

12pm - 2pm. 


German Bundesliga 
Optus Vision (€7 Sport 13) 
2.30pm - 4.30pm 


Soccer Scene 
Fox Sports 
5.30pm - 6.30pm 


National Soccer League 
Auckland y Gippsland 
(LIVE) 

‘Optus Vision (C7 Sport 13) 
5.30pm - 7.30pm 


National Soccer League 
Northern Spirit v Marconi 


(ve) : 
Optus Vision (C7 Sport 12) 
7.30pm - 9.30pm 


Saturday December 4 


English First Division 


Soccer Scene (Replay) 
Fox Sports 
12pm - Ipm. 


Scoitish Premier League 
Fox Sports 
pm - 3pm. 


UEFA Champions League 


5.30pm - 6.30pm 


‘National Soccer League 
Newcastle v Brisbane _ 


(LIVE) 
‘Optus Vision (C7 Sport 12) 
7.30pm - 9.30pm 


English Premier League 
Leicester v Arsenal (LIVE) 
Fox Sports 2 

10.30pm - 12.30am 


English Premier League 
‘Teams TBA (LIVE) 
Fox Sports 2 

2am - 4am 

(Sunday morning) 


Sunday December 5 
Italian Serie A (LIVE) 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 
6.25am - 8.30am. 


German Bundesliga 
Optus Vision (C7 Sport 13) 
1am = 12pm 


Italian Serie A 
SBS TV. 
10.30am - 11.30am 


On The Ball 
SBS TV 
11.30am - 12:30pm 


"English Premier League 


Replays overninght games 
Fox Sports 2 


~ 12pm -4pm 


i | y All times are Australian Eastern Standard Bumver This 


French Premier League 
Montpellier v PSG 

Optus Vision (C7 Sport 13) 
Spm - 7pm 


National Soccer League 
South Melbourne v 
Parramatta 

Optus Vision (C7 Sport 12) 
7.30pm - 9.30pm 


English First Division 
Nottingham Forest v 
Ipswich (LIVE) 

Optus Vision (C7 Sport 13) 
12am - 2am 

(Monday morning) 


Dutch Football (LIVE) 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 
12.25am - 2.30am 
(Monday morning) 


English Premier League 
Liverpool v Sheff Wed 
(LIVE) 

Fox Sports 2 

2am - 5.30am 


(Monday morning), 


Monday December 6 
English Premier League 
Liverpool v Sheff Wed 
(Replay) 

Fox Sports 

12pm - 2pm 


English First Division 
Wolverton v Manchester 
City 

Optus Vision (C7 Sport 12) 
1.30pm - 3.30pm 


English Premier League 
Highlights 

Fox Sports 

5.30pm - 6.30pm 


English Premier eee 
SBS TV 
7.30pm - 8.30pm 


Tuesday December 7 
English Premier League 
Tottenham v West Ham 
(LIVE) 

Fox Sports 

6.30am - 9.30am. 


English Premier League 
‘Tottenham v West Ham 
(Replay) 

Fox Sports 

4.30pm - 6.30pm 
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UEFA CUP THIRD ROUND 1ST LEG 
Parma (Italy) 2 Sturm Graz (Austria) 1, 
Olympique Lyon (France) 3 Werder Bremen 
(Germany) 0, Deportiva Coruna (Spain) 4 
Panathinaikos (Greece) 2, Bologna (Italy) 1 
Galatasaray (Turkey) 1, Udinese (Italy) 0 Bayer 


- Leverkusen (Germany) 1, RC Lens (France) 1 


Kaiserlautern (Germany) 2, Spartak Moscow 
(Russia) v Leeds United (England) postponed, 
Ajax Amsterdam (Netherlands) 0 Real Mallorca 


‘(Spain) 1, Rangers (Scotland) 2 Borussia 


Dortmund (Germany) 0, AS Roma (Italy) 1 
Newcastle United (England) 0, AEK Athens 
(Greece) 2 Monaco (France) 2, Celta Vigo (Spain) 7 
Benfica (Portugal) 0, Olympiakos Piraeus (Greece) 
1 Juventus (Italy) 3, VfL Wolfsburg (Germany) 2 
Atletico Madrid (Spain) 3, Arsenal (England) 3 
Nantes (France) 0, Slavia Prague (Czech Republic) 
4 Steaua Bucharest (Romania) 1. 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
Arsenal 2 Derby County 1, Chelsea 1 Bradford City 
0, Leeds United 1 Southampton 0, Newcastle United 
2 Tottenham Hotspur 1, Coventry City 0 Leicester 
City 1, Everton 0 Aston Villa 0, Middlesbrough 0 


Wimbledon 0, Watford 2 Sunderland 3, West Ham 
United 1 Liverpool 0, 

aay PWODL F APts 
J, Leeds United 16 11 2 3 29 1935 
2. Manchester United 15 10 3 2 35 2033 
3. Arsenal 16 10 2 4 28 16 32 
4. Sunderland _ 16 9 4 3 27 1631 
5, Leicester City 16 9 2 5 26 2029 
6. Liverpool 16 8 3.5 201327 
7, Tottenham Hotspur 15 8 2 5 25 2026 
8. Chelsea 147 3 4 20 11 24 
9, West Ham United 15 7 3.5 17 1424 
10. Middlesbrough 16 7 2 7 2023.23 
11. Everton 16 5 6 5 24 2221 
12. Coventry City 16 5 5 6 23 1820 
13, Aston Villa 16 5 47 14 1819 
14. Wimbledon. 16 3 85 22 2917 
15. Southampton 15 4 4 7 20 2516 
16, Newcastle United 16 4 4 8 27 3016 
17. Bradford City A553 329) 1202412 
18. Derby County 16 3 3 10 15 28 12 
19. Watford 16.3 211 13 2811 
20, Sheffield Wednesday 15 1 3 11 13 36 6 


LEADING SCORERS 

14 - Kevin Phillips (Sunderland) 

12 - Alan Shearer (Newcastle United), Andy Cole 
(Manchester United) 

10 - Michael Bridges (Leeds United) 

9- Dion Dublin (Aston Villa) 

8 - Dwight Yorke (Manchester United), Steffen 
Iversen (Tottenham Hotspur), Tony Cottee (Leicester 
City), Kevin Campbell (Everton) 

7 - Muzzy Izzet (Leicester City), Nwankwo Kanu 
(Arsenal), Marians Pahars (Southampton), John 
Hartson (Wimbledon), Robbie Keane (Coventry City) 
6 - Brian Deane (Middlesbrough), Rory Delap (Derby 
County), Paolo Di Canio (West Ham United) 

5 - Dayor Suker (Arsenal), Niall Quinn (Sunderlnad), 
Gary McAllister (Coventry City), Titi Camara 
(Liverpool), Hamilton Ricard (Middlesbrough), 
Emile Heskey (Leicester City), 


' ENGLISH FIRST DIVSION 
Grimsby 2 Norwich 1, Birmingham 1 Swindon 1, 
Blackburn 2 Stockport 0, Charlton 2: Port Vale 2, 
Crystal Palace 2 Nottingham Forest 0, Ipswich 2 
Crewe 1, Manchester City 0 Huddersfield 1, 
Portsmouth 0 Bolton 0, Queens Park Rangers 2 
Barnsley 2, Tranmere 1 Wolverhampton 0, West 
Bromwich 2 Sheffield United 2, Walsall 1 Fulham 3. 


PWODLF APts 
1, Manchester City 20 13 3 4 30 13.42 
2. Huddersfield 21 12 4 5 38 2240 
3, Charlton . 19 12 3 4 36 21 39 
4, Ipswich 20 10 5 5 34 23 35 
5, Barnsley 20 11 2 7 38 3235 
6. Fulham 20 8 8 4 24 18 32 
“7. Birmingham 20 8 7 5 32 2331 
8. Bolton 20 8 7 5 29 2031 
9. Queens Park Rangers 20 7 8 5 29 26 29 
10. Stockport 20 7 7 6 23 28 28 
11, Wolverhampton 19 6 8& 5 19 1826 
12, Tranmere 21 7 5 9 28 30 26 
13. West Bromwich 19 5 104 20 19 25 
14, Norwich 20 6 7 7 17 1825 
15. Grimsby 20.7 4 9. 21.32,25 
16, Crystal Palace 20 6 6 8 28 32 24 
30 AUSTRALIAN AND 


- Excludes Monday games 
17. Blackburn 18 5 8 5 21 1823 9 - Michael Mols (Rangers), Billy Dodds (Dundee 
18. Nottingham Forest. 20 5 6 9 23 2621 — United), Gary McSwegan (Hearts) 
19. Port Vale 21 5 610263121 7 - Henrik Larsson (Celtic), Willie Falconer 
20. Portsmouth 21 5 61025 3521 (Dundee), Nathan Lowndes (St Johnstone), Russell 
21. Sheffield United 20 4 6 10233518 — Latapy (Hibemian), Eyal Berkovic (Celtic) 
22, Walsall 21 4 611183318 6 - John Spencer (Motherwell), Jorg Albertz 
23. Crewe 19 4 5 10 18 2917 (Rangers), Jonatan Johannson (Rangers), Lee 
24. Swindon - 21 3 71115 3316 McCulloch (Motherwell) 


ENGLISH SECOND DIVISION 
Blackpool 2 Cambridge 1, Bournemouth 1 Millwall 
2, Bristol Rovers 3 Luton 0, Bury 1 Preston 3, Cardiff 
1 Gillingham 2, Chesterfield 0- Oxford 0, Notts 
County 4 Bristol City 4, Oldham 0 Wrexham 0, 
Reading 1 Scunthorpe 1, Stoke 1 Colchester I, Wigan 
1 Burnley 1, Wycombe 2 Brentford 0. 


PWODLF APts 
1 Wigan 19 10 9 0 38 1839 
2 Preston 19 11 6 2 31 1839 
3 Gillingham 19 10 5 4 37 2335 
4 Bristol Rovers 18 10 5 3 22 1135 
5 Burnley 19 9 7 3 25 1234 
6 Notts County 19 10 4 5 28 20 34 
7 Stoke 19 9 6 4 29 1733 
8 Millwall 19 9 6 4 30 2133 
9 Brentford 19 9 6.4 31 23 33 
10 Luton 19 8 3 8 23 2527 
11 Bournemouth 19 7 4 8 26 2825 
12 Wycombe 19 6 7 6 24 2625 
13 Bury 19 5 9 5 29 2624 
14 Oldham 19 5 5 9 20 2420 
15 Oxford 19 5. 5 9 18 23 20 
16 Scunthorpe soarl9in.Se 5.920131 20 
17 Cardiff 19 4 78 8 22 2619 
18 Wrexham 19 4 7 8 18 3119 
19 Bristol City 18 3 9 6 21 2618 
20 Reading 18 4 5 9 22 3417 
21 Cambridge 19 3 6 10 28 3415 
22 Blackpool 19 3 6 10 20 3415 
23 Colchester 19 3 6 10 20 4215 
24 Chesterfield 18 2 6 10 11 2012 


ENGLISH THIRD DIVISION 
Brighton 1 Northampton 3, Carlisle 0 Rotherham 1, 
Cheltenham 2 Leyton Orient 0, Chester 0 Swansea 1, 
Exeter 3 Torquay 2, Halifax 0 Mansfield 2, Lincoln 1 
Rochdalel, Macclesfield 3 Hartlepool 3, 
Peterborough 1 Barnet 2, Shrewsbury 3 Hull City 0, 
Southend | Darlington 2, York 0 Plymouth 0. 

PWODL F APts 


1 Barnet 19 1 4 4 28 2137 
2 Rotherham 19 11 3 5 28 1236 
3 Peterborough. 19 10 4 5 28 2134 
4 Darlington 19 9 6 4 21 1333 
5 Northampton 19 10 3 6 21 1533 
6 Torquay 19 9 4 6 23 2031 
7 Plymouth 19 8 6 5 24 2030 
8 Halifax 19 9 3 7 22 1930 
9 Macclesfield 19 8 5 6 30 2629 
10 Swansea 19 8 5 6 18 1429 
11 Southend 19 8 4 7 25 24 28 
12 Brighton 19 7 6 6 27 2027 
13 Hartlepool 19 8 38 8 25 2027 
14 Lincoln 19 7 6 6 30 2927 
15 Rochdale 19 7 5 7 14 11 26 
16 Exeter 19 7 4 8 22 2125 
17 Cheltenham 19 7 3 9 17 1824 
18 York 19 6 6 7 18 2424 
19 Mansfield 19 6 4 9 25 2922 
20 Hull City 19 5 5 9 14 2120 
21 Shrewsbury 19 4 4 11 17 3016 
22 Carlisle 19 3 6 10 17 33 15 
23 Leyton Orient 19 3 5 11 14 2914 
24 Chester : 19 3 4 12 16 3413 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
Motherwell 3 Celtic 2, Rangers 1 Dundee 2, Dundee 
United 1 St Johnstone 0, Hibernian 2 Aberdeen 0, 
Kilmarnock 2 Hearts 2. 


é PWODLF APts 
1. Rangers 13:11 1 1 37 1234" 
2. Celtic 14 10 0 4 38 1430 
3. Dundee United 15 8 3 4 22 1927 
4. Motherwell 15 7 5 3 25 23.26 
5. Hibernian 16 5 5 6 25 2720 
6, Dundee 15 6 0 9 20 2618 
7. Hearts 1445 5 222117 
8. St Johnstone 16 4 4 8 15 21 16 
9. Kilmamock 15.2 6 7 15 2312 
10. Aberdeen 15 1 3 11 14 476 
LEADING SCORERS 


13 - Mark Viduka (Celtic) 
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4 - Claudio Reyna (Rangers), Dirk Lehmann 
(Hibernian), Kenny Miller (Hibernian), Colin 
Cameron (Hearts), Christophe Cocard (Kilmarnock), 
Rod Wallace (Rangers) 

3 - Stephane Adam (Hearts), Robbie Winters 
(Aberdeen), Paul Bernard (Aberdeen), Franck Sauzee 
(Hibernian), Mark Burchill (Celtic), Eddie Annand 
(Dundee), Gabriel Amato (Rangers), David Hannah 
(Dundee United), Andy Dow (Aberdeen), Jan 
Telesnikoy (Dundee United), Mixu Paatelainen 
(Hibernian). 


SCOTTISH FIRST DIVISION 
Dunfermline 2 Clydebank 1, Falkirk 2 Raith 1, G 
Morton 0 Ayr 0, Inverness CT 2 Airdrie 0, Livingston 
1 St Mirren 2, 

PWODLF APts 


1 St Mirren 16 12 3 1 43 1839 
2 Dunfermline 16 8 7 1 30 1631 
3 Falkirk 16 8 3 5 27 2427 
4 Raith 16 7 5 4 29 24 26 
5 Livingston 16 6 5 5 24 2223 
6 Inverness CT 15 5 4 6 20 2319 
7 Airdrie 16 4 57 122517 
8G Morton 16 4 4 8 25 2916 
9 Ayr 15 4 3 8 15 2215 
10 Clydebank 16 0 3 13 10 32 3 


SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 
Alloa 1 Stranraer 1, Arbroath 1 Hamilton 1, Clyde 1 
Stenhousemuir 0, Partick 1 Stirling 0, Queen of South 
0 Ross County 2. 

PW ODL F APts 


1Clyde 16 8 4 4 21 1128 
2 Arbroath 16 7 5 4 28 2426 
3 Alloa 16 6 8 2 20 1726 
4 Ross County 16 7 45 17 1425 
5 Stranraer 16 5 8 3 18 1323 
6 Stenhousemuir 16 6 4 6 20 2022 
7 Partick 16 5 47 13 1719 
8 Stirling 16 5 3 8 30 2918 
9 Hamilton 16 4 6 6 16 2018 
10 Queen of South 16 2 4 10 18 3610 


SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 
Albion 1 Cowdenbeath 4, Berwick 1 East Stirling 0, 
Dumbarton 3 Forfar 3, East Fife 1 Brechin 0, 


Montrose 2 Queens Park 1. 

PWODL F APts 
1 Queens Park 16 10 4 2 30 2124 
2 East Fife 16 9 2 5 22 1929 
3 Forfar 16 7 7 2 291728 
4 Cowdenbeath 16 7.4 5 26 18 25 
5 Berwick 16 7 4 5 24 16 25 
6 Dumbarton 16.7 3 6 27 26 24 
7 Montrose 16 5 2 9 91 2417 
8 East Stirling 16 4 4 8 13 2016 
9 Brechin 16 4 39 14 2615 
10 Albion 16 1 5 10 14 31 8 

ITALIAN SERIE A 


Cagliari 2 Bari 3, Lazio 0 Juventus 0, Lecce 2 

Venezia 1, AC Milan 2 Parma 1, Reggina 0 Inter 

Milan 1, Torino 0 Perugia 1, Udinese 0 AS Roma 2, 

Bologna 0 Fiorentina 0, Piacenza 1 Verona 0. 
P 


WODL F APts 
1. AS Roma 16412392 
2. Lazio ll 6 4 1.24 1322 
3. Juventus 6 41 13 6 2 
4, Inter Milan 1 6 23 20 9 20 
5. AC Milan 1 5 5 1.24 1520 
6, Parma 11 5 3 3 19 1618 
7, Perugia 15 1 5 13 1416 
8. Udinese 11 4°3 4 15 1615 
9, Bologna 13.53 8 814 
10. Bar MN 3 53 121314 
U1. Fiorentina | — . 11 3 5 3 12 1314 
12. Torino 113 53 9 1014 
13, Lecce ‘M425 8 1814 
14, Piacenza 12457 1110 
15, Reggina 11 2 45 12 1810 
16. Verona 112365 169 
17. Venezia Tl 1 Sem7 16 6 
18, Cagliari 1056125 
LEADING SCORERS 


7 - Andriy Shevchenko (AC Milan), Hernan Crespo 


(Parma) 

6 - Cristiano Lucarelli (Lecce), Marco Delvecchio 
(AS Roma), Roberto Muzzi (Udinese) 

5 - Gabriel Batistuta (Fiorentina), Christian Vieri 
(Inter), Marcelo Salas and Juan Veron (Lazio), 
Vincenzo Montella (AS Roma) 

4 - Yksel Osmanovski (Bari), Patrick Mboma 
(Cagliari), Ivan Zamorano (Inter), Oliver Bierhoff 
and George Weah (Milan), Mohamed Kallon 
(Reggina) E 

3 - Duccio Innocenti (Bari), Giuseppe Signori 
(Bologna), Daniele Berretta (Cagliari), Filippo 
Inzaghi (Juventus), Ronaldo (Inter), Simone Inzaghi 
(Lazio), Marco Di Vaio and Alain Boghossian 
(Parma), Renato Olive (Perugia), Arturo Di Napoli 
(Piacenza), Francesco Totti (AS Roma), Marco 
Ferrante (Torino), Paolo Poggi (Udinese), Filippo 
Maniero, Fabian Valtolina (Venezia) 


SPANISH FIRST DIVISION 
Alletico Madrid 1 Deportivo Coruna 3, Celta Vigo 1 
Real Madrid 0, Espanyol 2 Alaves 3, Racing 
Santander | Real Betis 1, Rayo Vallecano 1 Athletic 
Bilbao 2, Real Mallorca 3 Barcelona 2, Real Oviedo 
0 Valencia 0, Real Sociedad 2 Numancia 1, Real 
Zaragoza 1 Valladolid 1, Sevilla 0 Malaga 0, 

PWODLF APts 


1,DeportivoCoruna 13 8 3 2 27 1527 
2. Celta Vigo 13 9 0 4 20 1227 
3. Real Zaragoza 13 6 4 3 20 11 22 
4. Rayo Vallecano 13:7 1 5 18 1722 
5.Barcelona 13 6 2 5 28 1920 
6. Real Mallorca 13 6 2 5 19 1820 
7. Real Betis 13 6 2 5 13 1920 
8. Athletic Bilbao 13.5 4 4 19 2019 
9. Racing Santander 12 4 5 3 211917 
10, Alaves 12.5 25 3B 417 
11. Real Madrid 133.7 3 22 2116 
12. Malaga 13.4 4 5 21 2016 
13. Real Sociedad 13 4 4 5 18 1916 
14, Numancia 13.4 45 172216 
15. Valencia 13 4 3 6 16 1415 
16, Espanyol 13 4 3 6 18 2115 
17. Atletico Madrid 13 4 27 19 2414 
18. Real Oviedo 133.46 9 1813 
19. Valladolid 13. 3..3.7 12 22 
20, Sevilla 13.1 7 5 13 1810 
LEADING SCORERS 


14 - Salva Ballesta (Racing Santander) ~ 

13 - Savo Milosevic (Real Zaragoza) 

10 - Catanha (Malaga) 

9 - Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink (Atletico Madrid) 

8 - Roy Makaay (Deportivo Coruna) 

7 - Rivaldo (Barcelona), Dani Garcia (Barcelona), 
Djalminha (Deportivo Coruna), Victor Fernandez 
(Valladolid) 

6 - Raul Gonzalez (Real Madrid), Pauleta Resende 
(Deportivo Coruna), Fernando Morientes (Real 
Madrid), Diego Tristan (Real Mallorca) 

5 - Valery Karpin (Celta Vigo), Finidi George (Real 
Betis), Vassilis Tsartas (Sevilla), Jovan Stankovic 
(Real Mallorca) 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
Werder Bremen 2 Hamburg SV 1, Borussia 
Dortmund 2 MSV Duisburg 2, Eintracht Frankfurt 0 
Kaiserslautern 1, VfL Wolfsburg 2 Hertha Berlin 3, 
Arminia Bielfeld 1 Bayer Leverkusen 2, Hansa 
Rostock 1 SpVgg Unterhaching 1, TSV 1860 Munich 
1 Bayern Munich 0, SSV Ulm 1 Schalke 04 1, SC 
Freiburg 0 VfB Stuttgart 2. E 


PWODL F APts 
1. Bayern Munich 13 8 2:3 25 1126 
2. Bayer Leverkusen 13-6 6 1 20 1224 
3. Hamburg SV 13 6 5 2 29 15 23 
4, Werder Bremen 13.6 4 3 29 17.22 
5. Borussia Dortmund 12 6 4 2 18 10.22 
6. Kaiserslautém, IBS hesleoli 2122, 
7. TSV 1860 Munich 13.6 3 4 191521 | 
8. VfB Stuttgart 13.6 2 5 14 13 20 
9. Schalke 04 13 4 6 3 16 1418 
10. Hansa Rostock ~ 13 4 4 5 19 2716 
11. VEL Wolfsburg 13 4 4 5 17 2516 
12. SC Freiburg 13:4 3 6 19 1915 
13. Hertha Berlin 13:3 6 4 17 2315 
14, SpVgg Unterhaching 12 3-3 6 11 1512 
15. Eintracht Frankfurt 13 3 2 8 16 2011 
” 16. Arminia Bielefeld 13.2 5 6 11 2411 
17. SSV Ulm 13.2. 4 7 11 2010 
18. MSV Duisburg 13 1 6 6 12199 


Syansw Ss 


== WORLD = 


Excludes Monday games 


LEADING SCORERS 

8 - Marco Bode (Werder Bremen). 

7 - Adel Sellimi (SC Freiburg), Ulf Kirsten (Bayer 
Leverkusen), Elber (Bayern Munich), Jonathan 
Akpoborie (VAL Wolfsburg) 

6 - Claudio Pizarro (Werder Bremen), Ebbe Sand 
(Schalke 04), Joerg Butt (Hamburg SV) 

5 - Roy Praeger (Hamburg SV), Martin Max (1860 
Munich), Bachirou Salou (Eintracht Frankfurt) 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 
Feyenoord 1 PSV Eindhoven 0, Utrecht 2 Den Bosch 
1, Graafschap Doetinchem 2 Vitesse Amhem 2, RKC 
Waalwijk 2 Sparta Rotterdam 1, AZ Alkmaar 1 Ajax 
Amsterdam 2, Fortuna Sittard 2 NEC Nijmegen 2, 
Twente Enschede 4 Willem II Tilburg 0, Heerenveen 
4 Cambuur Leeuwarden 1. 


P WODL F A Pts 
1, Ajax Amsterdam 14 11 2 1 44 18 35 
2.PSV Eindhoven 13 10 1 2 47 11 31 
3. Heerenveen 1449 1 4 27:16 28 
4.RodaJC Kerkrade 13 8 2 3 23 15 26 
5. Willem I Tilburg 13 8 2 3 25 25 26 
6. RKC Waalwijk 148 2 4 2624 26 
7. Vitesse Armhem 13 7 4 2 26 18 25 
8. Twente Enschede 14 6 6 2 25 16 24 
9. Feyenoord 136 20:052 25-14 S23, 
10, AZ Alkmaar 14 7 1 6 2625 22 
11, Utrecht 47 07 1822 2 
12, Sparta Rotterdam 14 4 0 10 21 33 12 
13,MVV Maastricht 13 2 3 8 2035 9 
14, Graafschap 414 67 1220 9 
15, Fortuna Sittard 14 2 3 9 1626 9 
16.NECNijmegen 14 2 2 10 18 34 8 
17. Cambuur L. 1413 10 1131 6 
18. Den Bosch 141 3 101340 6 
LEADING SCORERS 


19 - Ruud van Nistelrooy (PSV Eindhoven) 

13 - Pierre van Hooijdonk (Vitesse Amhem) 

9 - Richard Knopper (Ajax Amsterdam) Brian 
Laudrup (Ajax) 

8 - Barry van Galen (AZ Alkmaar) Lue Nilis (PSV) 
Rick Hoogendorp (RKC Waalwijk) Bob Peeters 
(Roda JC Kerkrade) Jan Vennegoor of Hesselink 
(Twente Enschede) Mariano Bombarda (Willem II 
Tilburg) 

7 - Nikos Machlas (Ajax) 


FRENCH FIRST DIVISION 
Sedan 0 Nantes 0, Racing Lens 3 Girdondins 
Bordeaux 3, Bastia 3 Olympique Lyon 0, Nancy 2 
Olympique Marseille 2, Montpellier 0 Paris St 
Germain 1, St Etienne 0 Racing Strasbourg 1, Stade 
Rennes 1 AJ Auxerre 0, Troyes 2 Metz 2, Le Havre 1 
Monaco 4. 


P WOLF A Pts 
1. Monaco 16 103 3 36 16 33 
2.OlympiqueLyon 17 9 4 4 20 14 31 
3. Paris StGermain 17 9 3 5 26 20 30 
4. AJ Auxerre 16°92 5 23:19 29 
5, Stade Rennes WW 72S 5S 25 22 26 
6, Girondins Bordeaux 17 6 6 5 28 27 24 
7. Sedan 1773 7 427 4 
8. Olympique Marseillel7 5 8 4 23 18 23 
9, St Etienne 176 5 6 2426 23 
10. Metz 174 103 2015 22 
11. Bastia 17S 7 5 23:20 22 
12, Nantes 17 6 2 9 1921 20 
13, Racing Lens 175 5 7 1421 20 
14, Troyes H7mGe sd: 9 17-27 20 
15, Le Havre 17.5 4 8 1928 19 
16. Racing Strasbourg 17 5 4 8 16 26 19 
17. Nancy 45 8 426 17 
18. Montpellier 173: 410719728 13 
LEADING SCORERS 


12 - Sonny Anderson (Olympique Lyon), Marco 
Simone (Monaco) 

10 - David Trezeguet (Monaco) 

9 - Lilian Laslandes (Girondins Bordeaux), Stephane 
Guivare’h (AJ Auxerre) 

8 - Sylvain Wiltord (Bordeaux), Alex (St Etienne), 
Mikael Madar (Paris St Germain), Shabani Nonda 
(Stade Rennes), Tony Cascarino (Nancy) 

‘7 - Antoine Sibierski (Nantes) 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 
Harelbeke | Ghent 2, Eendracht Aalst 1 Standard 
Liege 2, Germinal Beerschot 3 Charleroi 0, 
Anderlecht 1 Genk 3, Sint-Truiden 0 Beveren 2, 
Mechelen 2 Westerlo 2, Verbroedering Geel 0 
Lommel 0, Lokeren 3 Excelsior Mouscron 2, Club 


Bruges | Lierse 0. 

P._W.D.L_F.A.Pts 
1. Anderlecht 14 11:2 1 42 19 35 
2.Genk Prams rele gs hii egm 
3. Lierse 1569 33, (3. 29.15.30) 
4. Club Bruges 149 1 4 33:14 28 
5. Ghent 15 9 0 6 4029 27 
6. Germinal Beerschot 15 8 2 5 27 23 26 
7. Westerlo 146 4 4 3128 2 
8. Standard Liege eS Tie we rad 
9. Excelsior Mouscron 15 6 3 6 28 23 21 
10, Aalst TSTO 22-47 20025" 20: 
11. Mechelen 15 6 2 7 2234 20 
12. Charleroi 1S FSS S6-20: BOP 
13, Lokeren 15)405>6-25:3E 17 
14. Harelbeke 15 3 4 8 2025 13 
15. VerbroederingGeel1S 1 8 6 9 26 II 
16, Lommel 1 1 97 34-30" 10! 
17. Sint-Truiden 15 2 3 10 1638 9 
18. Beveren 141 5 8 1532 8 
LEADING SCORERS 


16 - Toni Brogno (Westerlo) 

14 - Ole Martin Aarst (Ghent) 

10 - Tomasz Radzinski (Anderlecht), Jan Koller 
(Anderlecht) 

9 - Branko Strupar (Genk), Par Zetterberg 
(Anderlecht) 

8- Andrei Demkine (Germinal Beerschot) 

7 - Dante Brogno (Charleroi), Steve Cooreman 
(Aalst) 

Mare Degryse (Germinal Beerschot), Jochen Janssen 
(Club Bruges), David Paas (Harelbeke), Gunther 
Schepens (Ghent), Sven Vermant (Club Bruges) 


GREEK FIRST DIVISION 
AEK Athens | OFI Heraklion 2, Aris Salonica 0 
PAOK Salonica 0, Kalamata | Panionios Athens 3, 
Paniliakos Pyrgos 4 Iraklis Salonica 3, Apollon 
Athens 0 Proodeftiki Piraeus 2, Kavala 0 Panachaiki 
Patras 0, Trikala 2 Xanthi 1. 


P WODL F-A Pts 
1. Panathinaikos 8 710 183 2 
2. OFI Heraklion Elba 
3. Olympiakos Clef lags tee sie aay) 
4, Aris Salonica OFS: Festisi6y 18, 
5.IraklisSalonica 99 5 0 4 18 16 15 
6. AEK Athens 9 4 23 1614 14- 
7.Paniliakos Pyrgos 9 4 2 3 Ib 10 14 
8. Xanthi DB aimee 4 13 
9. Ethnikos Astir 8 4 0 4 1011 12 
10.PAOK Salonica 9 3 3 3 1615 12 
l1.Jonikos Piraeus 8 24279 10 
12. Panachaiki Patras 9 2 3 4 9 10 9 
13,Panionios Athens 9 3 0 6 1024 9 
14. Proodeftiki P. ‘Oil 16; 16> 44) 07. 
15. Apollon Athens 9 1 3 5 5 10 6 
16. Kalamata pe) Pek rosa Py (res 
17. Kavala Sil a Cees beans 
18, Trikala O°) Soa Gul Beaks aed 

PORTUGESE PREMIER LEAGUE 


Vitoria Setubal 1 Alverca 0, Estrela Amadora 0 Gil 
Vicente 1, Santa Clara 1 Braga 2, Vitoria Guimaraes 
2 Rio Ave 1, Salgueiros 0 Porto 4, Sporting Lisbon 2 
Uniao Leiria 0, Maritimo 0 Belenenses 0. 


P WOLF A Pts 
1. Porto 274137 3 
2. Sporting Lisbon 12:7 3 2 1810 24 
3. Benfica PUG Teh? Die ATR 23: 
4, Gil Vicente 125 7.902 33 O18) Sigs. 
5. Maritimo 12, 6° +3 03.9 16:98F 28 
6. Boavista 1.6 3-2 107%) \2) 
7. VitoriaGuimaraes 12 6 3 3 20 14 21 
8. Alverca iL) Teh eee a Eis hh 
9. Belenenses 124 4 4 1412 16 
10. EstrelaAmadora 12 3 6 3 12 13 15 
11, Santa Clara 23 45°57 
12.Campomaiorense 11 4 1 6 10 16 13 
13, Rio Ave 1QS2 Seow a1 ay 
14. Braga 12-3 1-8: 14:21. 10 
15. Uniao Leiria 1222 46 9 14 10 
16. Salgueiros 1 ost Jos (pn Son 
17, VitoriaSetubal «8912 2 3 7 1119 9 
18, Farense Tl 5) <5) 20s, 

YUGOSLAV FIRST DIVISION 


Sutjeska Niksic 3 OFK Beograd Belgrade 2, Hajduk 
Belgrade 2 Zemun Belgrade 1, Proleter Zrenjanin 0 
Zeleznik Belgrade 0, Vojvodina Novi Sad | Red Star 
Belgrade 2, Hajduk Kula 4 Borac Cacak 0, Obilic 
Belgrade 1 Milicionar Belgrade 0, Mogren Budva 1 
Sartid Smederevo 0, Partizan Belgrade 1 Rad 


Belgrade 0, Radnicki Nis 0 Radnicki Kragujevac 0. 


PW.D.L. F_A.Pts 
1.=Obilic 15 131 1 3011 40 
1.=Partizan 15 13 1 1 3011 40 
3. Red Star 15 104 1 359 34 
4, Sutjeska 16 7 3 6 25 26 24 
5. Zeleznik 156 5 4 2215 3 
6. Vojvodina NS 7 Slee 7 2b 15 22 
7.Rad 15 6 4 5 2118 2 
8. Milicionar 166 4 6 1719 22 
9, Radnicki (K) 15 6 4 5 1416 22 
10. Hajduk (K) 5) 5 46) 15.93" 09) 
11, Hajduk (B) 15 6 1 8 2630 19 
12. OFK Beograd AS S469: 25D, 
13. Cukaricki 145 3 6 1314 18 
14. Buducnost 1445 3 6 1418 18 
15. Zemun ino p28 1929 17, 
16, Sartid 164 4 8 1723 16 
17. Radnicki (N) 16 5 1 10 18 24 16 
18. Mogren 154 4 7 1322 16 
19, Proleter 1593 “G:6 1221715 
20. Spartak 15 3= 47899 23° 93 
21. Borac NG) 2h73 | bl gl 33,9. 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 
Istra 0 Hajduk 5, Slaven Belupo 1 Cibalia 0, Zagreb 2 
Osijek 1, Vukovar 91 1 Hrv Dragovoljac 0, Sibenik 2 
Varazdin 0, Rijeka 3 Croatia 1. 


P WOLF A Pts 
1. Hajduk 18-11 3-1-3915 36 
2. Croatia 14 103 1 39 10 33 
3. Osijek 1 8 5) 27°23) 26 
4, Rijeka HS) 7°73) Se 30119) 24 
5. Slaven Belupo 15 4 8 3 15 18 20 
6, Zagreb 15074 sep 4) 17 18.219) 
7. Cibalia, 44 6 4 1715 18 
8. Varteks 15 4 3 8 1627 15 
9. Vukovar 91 53 5.7 42 14 
10. Sibenik G6276 223 13 
11. Hrv. Dragovoljac 15 2 5 8 1635 11 
12. Istra 15 2 4 9 1530 10 


ROMANIAN FIRST DIVISION 
Rapid Bucharest 2 FCM Batau 1, Onesti 0 
Universitatea Craiova 0, Farul Constanta 3 CSM 
Resita 1, Gloria Bistrita 1 Dinamo Bucharest 0, 
Extensiv Craiova 3 Otelul Galati 0, Petrolul Ploiesti 1 
Arges Pitesti 1, National Bucharest 1 Astra Ploiesti 0, 


Brasoy 3 Ceahlaul Piatra Neamt 1. 
P DL F A Pts 
1. Dinamo Bucharest 19 16 2 1 56 14 50 
2. Rapid Bucharest 19 12-3 4 32 20 39 
3. Ceahlaul Piatra 9 114 4 2772 37 
4. Arges Pitesti 18 113 4 24 14 36 
5. Gloria Bistrita 199 2 8 2724 29 
6. Steaua Bucharest 17 9 1 7 34 31 28 
7. FCM Bacau 19 8 4 7 2023 28 
8, Astra Ploiesti 19 8 3 8 26 24 27 
9.UniversitateaC. 19 7 4 8 23 20 25 
10. Petrolul Ploiesti 19 7 4 8 22 28 25 
11. Farul Constanta 19 6 4 9 2431 22 
12. Otelul Galati 19 6 3 10 2831 21 
13. Rocar Bucharest 18 7 0 11 23 28 21 
14. Onesti 19 6 3 10 2439 21 
15, National Bucharest 19 6 3 10 26 25 21 
16. Brasov 19 6 2 11 2728 20 
* 17. CSM Resita 19 4 5 10 23 43 17 
18. ExtensiyCraiova 19 4 2 13 15 36 14 


SWISS FIRST DIVISION 
Grasshoppers 4 Delemont 0, Yverdon 2 Servette 1, 
Lugano 1 St Gallen 1, Aarau 1 FC Zurich 1, Basle 3 
Lausanne Sports 3, Neuchatel Xamax 3 Luceme 1. 


P WODLF A Pts 
1 St Gallen 19 106 3 35 24 36 
2. Lausanne Sports 20 9 8 3 35 23 35 
3. Grasshoppers 19 8 7 4 3621 31 
4, Basle 2 7 103 2820 31 
5. Yverdon 20785 2721 9 
6. FC Zurich 20 6 8 6 225 26 
7. Aarau 207 5 8 2938 26 
8, Lucerne 207 4:9 42% 25 
9, Servette 2 7 4 9 3033 25 
10.NeuchatelXamax 20 5 7 8 2933 22 
11. Lugano 2 4 6 10 2432 18 
12, Delemont 03:5 12244 4 


JAPANESE J-LEAGUE 
Kashima Antlers 2 Verdy Kawasaki 1, Urawa Reds 1 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima 0, Yokohama F Marinos 2 
Avispa Fukuoka 0, Shimizu S-Pulse 1 Kashiwa 
Reysol 2, Jubilo Iwata 3 Bellmare Hiratsuka 2, 
Nagoya Grampus Eight 1 Vissel Kobe 0, Gamba 


Osaka 0 JEF United Ichihara’t, Cerezo Osaka 2 
Kyoto Purple Sanga 3. 
P 


DL FA Pts 
1. *Shimizu 15-120 3. 28.13 35 
2. Nagoya 3710 1 3 32093 33 
3. Yokohama 15 10 2 3 30 15.30 
4. Kashiwa 15 0148 29) 
5. Cerezo Osaka 15 9 0 6 39 24 24 
6. Kashima 15 6007. 3018) 22, 
7. Kobe 15-7 3° $= 18.2122 
8. Hiroshima 15-7 1 D2 25.021 
9. Kyoto 15 7 OF 8 203019 
10. Kawasaki 15° 6= Ve 82328 17 
11. Ichihara 15,56) wOm9: 22,22) 916) 
12. Iwata LS YS ma: ee? foe fae 
13. Gamba Osaka 15.5 UO ISLES 
14, Urawa 1SiaSin li (9pc38 625) 015 
15, Fukuoka a4 1 1018 2912 
16. Hiratsuka (5.0 1) 13° 15.3984 
(*-clinched second-stage title, Note: winners in extra 
time are awarded two points) 


SLOVENIAN FIRST DIVISION 
Maribor 5 Beltinci 1, Murska Sobota 0 Velenje 3, 
Domzale | Prevalje 1, Ajdovscina 1 Ruse 0, 


Dravograd 2 Nova Gorica 4. 

P WODLF A Pts 
1. Maribor 15) M131, 47.19.36 
2. Nova Gorica 16 9 3 4 28 19 30 
3. Olimpija 15-9 0 6 3424 27 
4. Velenje 16835) dae? 
5, Ajdovscina 16 6. 55,..27,25,423 
6, Murska Sobota 186 AS; 2S 22 
7. Celje 16.5 7.4 1949 22 
8. Prevalje 155 6 4 3021 21 
9, Dravograd 16:35 “4 FP OVE 
10. Domzale 165 3 8 2431 18 
11. Ruse 16 2 3 I) 10% 9 
12, Beltinci 1621055" 11 7S5ne Ss 


Note: The next round of matches will be played o1 
February 2, 2000 


HUNGARIAN FIRST DIVISION 
Zalaegerszeg 2 Debrecen 0, MTK Budapest 2 
Nyirseg-Spartacus 0, Szeged 1 Siofok 1, Vac 0 
Diosgyor 2, Haladas-Szombathely 2 Nagykanizsa 0, 
Kispest v Ferencvaros postponed, Gazszer v Ujpest 
postponed, Vasas Budapest 3 Tatabanya 0, 


P WODUL F A Pts 

1. Dunaferr 1448 5 1 33:12 29 
2. MTK Budapest 1458) 501 9 26)11,.29 
3. Vasas 149 1 4 2611 2 
4, Gaz 13.6.5 .2,.20.17,.23 
5, Tatabanya 14.6, 5-3) 18.17.23 
6, Zalaegerszeg 1446 4 4 189 22 
7, Debrecen 146 4 4 1815 22 
8. Ujpest 125 4 3 1816 19 
_ 9. Gyor 144 6 4 1914 18 
10. Ferencvaros 1444 4 6 1815 16 
IL. Nyirseg-Spartacus 15 4 4 7 14 25 16 
12. Kispest Geese 6WR\ lIeldens 
13. Diosgyor 143 635) 15/13 ta 
14. Nagykaniza a a 
15, Haladas-Sz. 1444 2 8 1321 14 
16. Siofok 144 2 8 1019 I 
17. Szeged 142 4 8 1032 10 
18, Vac "ayes ieee tine vagy Fe} eae: 


BULGARIAN FIRST DIVISION 
Belasitsa Petrich 2 CSKA Sofia 0, Shumen 1 Pirin 
Blagoevgrad 0, Olimpik-Beroe Teteven | Slavia 
Sofia 1, Neftochimik Bourgas 1 Velbazhd Kyustendil 
0, Lokomotiv Sofia 4 Dobrudzha Dobrich 0, Spartak 
Varna 4 Chernomorets Bourgas 2, Lovech 6 Minyor 
Pernik 3, Levski Sofia 4 Botev Plovdiv 1. 


P WOLF A Pts 
1, Levski Sofia 4121 1 407 37 
2. CSKA Sofia 14111 2.278 34 
3. Neftochimik B. 14 Qed mal ie 29-3 
4. Lokomotiv Sofia 14 7 4 3 29 14 25 
5. Lovech 143 cheeSin 2513.95 
6, Velbazhd Kyustendil14 8 1 5 21 15 25 
1. Slavia Sofia 144.6 3 5 1620 2 
8. Spartak Varna 14°6 2°6 17:27 20 
9. Olimpik-Beroe ase a a, 
10. Belasitsa Petrich 14 5 2 7 13.25 17 
11. Botev Plovdiv 145 1 8 2023 16 
12.ChermomoretsB 14.4 4 6 13 18 16 
13.MinyorPemik 14 4 0 10 19 25 12 
14. Pirin Blagoevgrad 14 3 1 10 13 27 10 
15. Shumen 143 016 23 9 
16.Dobrudzha Dobrich14 2 1 11 6 26 7 
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NATIONAL 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 


LEAGUE 


Home 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


MARCONI STALLIONS 


PERTH GLORY 


and 


CARLTON 


cual 


a 


(Berry 62) 


feingy Lpted : 


Venue: Parramatta Stadium Crowd: 6,015 Referee: E Lennie 
Cautions: 

Red Card: Savocca (SU) 76. 

Teams: Parramatta Power: Crews, Elrich, Vrkic (Vrkic 74), Blagojevic, 
Santalab, Bennett, Berry, Ardone (Burns 55), Gibson, Griffiths (Townsend 
77), Angelucci.. 

‘Sydney United: Hughes, Rastall, Kupresak, Bosnar, Savocca; Pondefjak, 
Arrarte, Genc (Younis 61), J. Moric: Bosevski (Jermen 30), Zec (A. Moric 
78). 


Brisbane Strikers 
(Fosters 44, 52, 64, Pilic 45, 67) 


South 

(Curcija 57) 

Venue: Suncorp Stadium Crowd: 4,943 Referee: S Micallef 
Cautions: Meredith (BS) 52, Udvaracz (SM) 45, Coveny (SM) 72, 
Loazanovski (SM), 77, losifidis 79. 

Teams: Brisbane Strikers: Gwynne, Bell, Ditton, Pilic, Foster, Dwyer 
(Di Losa 78), McLaren, Grierson, Meredith (Steffanutto 72), Baldwin 
(Smeltz 81), 

South Melbourne: Udvaracz, losifidis, De Amicis (Tsekinis 65), Orlic, 
Blatsis, Clarkson (Coveny 45), Panopoulos, Curcija, Anastasiadis 
(Magnacca 75), Lozanovski, Liparoti. 


2 


Marconi 
(Trajanouski 12p) 


Wolves 


Venue: Marconi Stadium Crowd: 5,774 Referee: B Hugo. 
Red Card: Care (MS) 58. 


Teams: Marconi Stallions: Turnbull, Invincible, Smith, Farah, Gibson, 


Renaud, Care, Maloney, Zoric, Trajanovski (Junior $1), Marchesini 
(Awaritefe 46). 

Wollongong Wolves: Pogliacomi: Souris (Surjan 69), Stanton, D. 
Cervinski: Horsley, Reid (Spencer 81, Huxley, Harlock, Young, ‘Masi 
(Petrovski 74), Chipperfield. 


(Polak 24) 


Newcastle 

(Harper 46, Buonavoglia 61) 

Venue: Bruce Stadium Crowd: 2,889 Referee: M Breeze 

Cautions: Roberts (NB) 18, De Jesus (CC) 57, Hooker (CC) 86. 

Red Card: Musitano (CC) 50 

Teams: Canberra Cosmos: Barlow, Milin, Popovich, Polak, Winnie, 
Watkins, Musitano, Hamilton, Hooker, De Jesus (G Polak 67), Gonzalez 
(Prenovski 81). 

Newcastle Breakers: Catlin, Roberts (Juchniewicz 79), McManus, Sprod, 
Dodd, Wilson, Buonavealia, Wieczoreki (Tanchevski 81), Trpcevski (Smith 
74), Harper, Moore. 


Force 
(Pelosi 18, Mori 45pen) 


Auckland Kingz 
(de Jong 29, Riddle 48, Jackson 71) 


Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium Crowd: 5,000 Referee: G Connolly 
Cautions: Pelosi (AF) 18, 

Teams: Adelaide Force: Knezevic, Zelic, Kemp, Costanzo, Kim 
(Talladira 37), Sabliak, Ferguson (Veart 77), Day, Hassell, Mori, Pelosi. 
Auckland Kingz: Utting (Mennillo 46), Bunce (Jones 53), 
Stetgiopoulos; Jacksori, de Jong, Middleby, Ngata, Osmap, Vicelich, 
Riddle, Lines (Rufer 60). 


F. 2 
(Puca 21, Mandic 26) 


Northern Spisit 0 


Venue: Mobil Park Crowd: 2,400 Referee: C Dior 

‘Soom : Mantic (GF) 21, 56, Marcina (GF), 37, ates (NS) 51, Casserly 
(NS) 5: 

Red Card: Mandic (GF) 56. 

Teams: Perth Glory: Jevdjevic, Fak, Gotis, Durakovic, Vargas, Bell, Puca, 
Hutchinson, Nilo (Macnicol 70) Marcina, Mandic. 

Northern Spirit: Perosh, Bingley, Casserly, Perinich, Faria, Bilokapic 
Game 79) Cunico (Moss 55), Sobezyk, Saad, Cranney, Griffiths (Seal 
36). 


Knights 2 
(Kelic 66, 74) 


a 


Venue: Knights Stadium Crowd: 5,101 Referee: D Rugg 

Cautions: Urlovic (MK) 6, Kelic (MK) 32, Baillie (SO) 76, Zoricich (SO) 81. 
Red Card: Zoricich (SO) 89, Urlovic (MK) 89. 

Teams: Melbourne Knights: John, Rajher (Magdic 66), Kovacevic, 
Kelic, Nastevski, Kiratzoglou, Urlovic, Abbas (Vargas 74), Vukadin, Susa 
(Vassallo 67), Cervinski. 

Sydney Olympic: Bouhoutsos, Thomas (Sinozic 84), Tsekenis, Baillie, 
Cardozo, Emerton (Tome 82), Mendez, Wilson, Zorbas, Arambasic (Carle 
72). 


Perth Glory 4 
(Ergic 4, 52, Miller 64, Edwards 72) 


Cariton SC 

(Markouski 30, Moriera 54) 

Venue: Perth Oval Crowd: 11,838 Referee: W Dade 
Cautions: Halpin (PG) 9, Wehrman (PG) 25, R Trajkovski (PG), Marth (C) 
48, Carbone (PG) 79. 

Red Card: Wehrman (PG) 37, Conroy (C) 76. 

Teams: Perth Glory: Petkovis, Traikovski, Miller, Naven, Thorp, Junior, 
Ergic (Despotovski 70), Wehrman, Edwards, Boutsianis (Afkos 83), Halpin 
(Carbone 76). 

Carlton SC: Anastasiadis, McPherson, Deans, Bedale) Marth, Atkinson, 
Moreira, Markovski (Conroy 67), Athopoulos (Azzopardi 81), Moreira. 


P Foster 


ZBabic 


P| Ww Stee eee | AG D L P PP [wi pie] ef a] L [po |e jr la] L 
9 6 3 0 $B AL 3 2 o so 3 1 (0) 
) 5 2 2 4 1 rs 1 5 4 0 1 
9 5 2 2 4 3 ie) 1 5 2 2 1 
9g 4 3 et 5 2 2 1 4 2 1 1 
9 4 3 2 4 2 1 1 5 2 2 1 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES a 4 3 2 4 3 (0) 1 5 1 3 1 
PARRAMATTA POWER 9 3 3 3 6 2 3 1 3 1 i‘) a 5 
SYDNEY UNITED 9 3 3 4 5 2 a 2 4 0 2 EER er: 
CANBERRA COSMOS 9 3 2 4 6 2 1 3 3 1 EI 1 5 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 9 3 2 4 4 3 1 i} 5 0 S 4 3 ae 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 9 3 2 4 4 i) 1 2 5 2 1 2 i) 9 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS, 9 2 4 3 4 i} 3 4 5 2 1 2 6 7 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 9 2 3 4 5 Fa 1 a 4 i?) 2 2 2 ra 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 9 3 0 6 5 3 0 2 4 i*} 0 4 3 13 
ADELAIDE FORCE 9 1 4 4 4 1 pe 1 5 oO os 3 2 ate 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 9 2 1 6 3 1 10) fe 6 1 1 4 4 10 


LEADING 
GOALSCORERS | 


(Brisbane Strikers) 9 
(Marconi Stallions) 
(Perth Glory) 

(Sth Melbourne) 

(Perth Glory) 
(Parramatta Power) 
(Carlton $C) 

(Canberra Cosmos)  § 


2 Knights ‘Brandon Patk 7. a Northern Spirit 
v Marconi Stallions North Sydney Oval 7.30pm, 


| saturday 4 Decernber Sie nies 
Adelaide Force Belmore Sports Ground 7.00pm, 
Sunday 5 December Sydney United v 


